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By Mr. Shea of Worcester, petition of John M. Shea for legislation

to provide for annuities to certain blind veterans. Military Affairs
and Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Two,

An Act providing for an annuity to blind veterans.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled
same, as follows:

2nd by the authority of the

1 Section 1. The word
2 act shall mean’any pers

“veteran” as used in this
m who lias served in the

3 military or naval forces of the United States, who
4 was a resident of this commonwealth at the time he
5 was inducted into such forces, whose discharge or
6 release from such service was other than dishonorable,
7 and who has continued to be a resident of this com-
-8 monwealth. The word “blindness” as used in this
9 act shall mean the vision or sight of any person whose

10 central visual acuity is no greater than 20/200 in the
11 better eye with correcting lenses, or the widest diam-
-12 eter of the visual field subtending an angle no greater
13 than 20 degrees.

Cbe Commontoealti) of Massachusetts

1 Section 2. Any vett
2 suffering from blindness,

n, as defined in this act,
: defined in this act, which
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3 blindness has resulted from service in the military or
4 naval forces of the United States, shall be paid, so
5 long as such blindness exists, the sum of five hundred
6 dollars annually in monthly payments. Such pay-
-7 ments shall be due and payable from the date of his
8 application.

1 Section 3. Evidence of the service and blindness
2 mentioned hr sections one and two shall be furnished
3 to the commissioner of veterans’ services, who shall
4 examine the same, and, upon being satisfied that the
5 service was performed, and that the veteran is suffer-
-6 ing from such blindness, shall so certify to the comp-
-7 troller, whereupon said annuity shall be paid by the
8 commonwealth, subject to appropriation, from the
9 veterans’ services fund.


