
No.HOUSE 315
By Mr. Conley of Lawrence, petition of Joseph T. Conley for de-

claring an emergency to stop the pauperization of injured workers
and their dependents under the Workmen’s Compensation Act. Labor
and Industries.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Two.

An Act declaring an emergency and to stop the

PAUPERIZATION OF INJURED WORKERS AND THEIR DE-
PENDENTS UNDER THE WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION ACT.

1 Whereas, It is recognized that the cost of the
2 necessaries of life has increased greatly in the past
3 several years; and
4 Whereas, Many citizens of the commonwealth who
5 receive weekly benefits under the workmen’s com-
-6 pensation act are unable to maintain health and de-
-7 cency on the benefits allowable under the workmen’s
8 compensation act, as of the date their personal injuries
9 occurred; and

10 Whereas, This condition creates a grave danger to
11 the public health and safety of all the inhabitants of
12 the commonwealth; therefore, acting under the police
13 power and other powers of this commonwealth, it is
14 hereby declared that an emergency exists.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 152 of the General Laws, as amended, is
2 hereby further amended by striking out section 2A,
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3 inserted by chapter 385 of the acts of 1946, and insert-
-4 ing in place thereof the following section:
5 Section 2A . The weekly compensation benefits pro-
-6 vided by this chapter, including those provided by
7 sections thirty-one, thirty-four, thirty-four A, thirty-
-8 five, thirty-five A and thirty-six, shall apply not only
9 in cases of personal injuries occurring on or after its

10 effective date, but also shall apply, but only as to
11 payments made after its effective date, in cases of
12 personal injuries occurring before its effective date
13 where the injured employee or his dependents are
14 receiving weekly compensation on said effective date
15 or shall receive weekly compensation at any time
16 thereafter whether under an agreement approved by
17 the department, or under a decision of a member of
18 the department or of the reviewing board, or under a
19 decree of the superior court or of the supreme judicial
20 court, notwithstanding any provisions of any other
21 section of the workmen’s compensation act, as
22 amended.


