
HOUSE .... No. 575
By Mr. Johnson of Brockton, petition of the Brockton Taxpayers

Association, Inc., and others for legislation to change the requirements
for initiative and referendum petitions in cities. Cities.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Two

An Act to change the requirements for initiative
AND REFERENDUM PETITIONS IN CITIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as folloivs:

1 Section 1. Section 40 of chapter 43 of the Gen-
-2 eral Laws is hereby amended in the first sentence by
3 striking out the word “eight” and substituting in
4 place thereof the word: six, —so as to read as fol-
-5 lows: If an initiative petition is signed by registered
6 voters equal in number to at least six per cent but less
7 than twenty per cent of the total number of registered
8 voters, and said measure be not passed without altera-
-9 tion within twenty days by the city council or the

10 school committee, as provided in the preceding section,
11 such proposed measure, without alteration, shall be
12 submitted by the city council to a vote of the regis-
-13 tered voters of the city at the next regular municipal
14 election.

1 Section 2. Section 42 of chapter 43 of the Gen-
-2 era! Laws, as most recently amended by chapter 68
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3 of the acts of 1935, is hereby further amended by
4 striking out the first paragraph and inserting in place
5 thereof the following:
6 Section I+2. If, within ten days after the final pas-
-7 sage of any measure, except a revenue loan order, by
8 the city council or by the school committee, a prelim-
-9 inary petition signed by not less than two hundred

10 registered voters or one per cent of the total number
11 of registered voters, whichever number is less, is pre-
-12 sented to the city council or the school committee,
13 protesting against such measure or any part thereof
14 taking effect, the same shall thereupon be suspended
15 from taking effect for an additional period of twr enty
16 days after the filing of such preliminary petition; and
17 if, within said period of twenty days, such petition is
18 completed by the filing in like manner of additional
19 signatures equal in number to at least six per cent of
20 the total number of registered voters, or five thousand
21 registered voters, whichever number is less, such meas-
-22 ure or part thereof shall thereupon and thereby be sus-
-23 pended from taking effect. The city council or the
24 school committee, as the case may be, shall forthwith,
25 upon receiving such completed petition, reconsider
26 such measure or part thereof; and if such measure
27 or part thereof is not entirely rescinded, the citjr coun-
-28 cil shall submit the same, by the method herein pro-
-29 vided, to a vote of the registered voters of the city,
30 either at the next regular city election, or at a special
31 election which may, in its discretion, be called for the
32 purpose, and such measure or part thereof shall forth-
-33 with become null and void unless a majority of the
34 registered voters voting on the same at such election
35 vote in favor thereof.


