
HOUSE 1408

By Mr. Morton of Wellesley, petition of Angus J. MacNeil, William
D. Morton, Jr., other members of the House and another relative to
approval of town by-laws by the Attorney-General. State Adminis-
tration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Two.

An Act relative to approval of town by-laws by

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 32 of chapter 40 of the General Laws, as
2 hitherto amended, is hereby further amended by
3 striking out the first sentence thereof and inserting in
4 its place the following section:
5 Section 32. Before a by-law takes effect it shall be
6 approved by the attorney general or ninety days shall
7 have elapsed without action by the attorney general
8 after the clerk of the town in which a by-law has been
9 adopted has submitted to the attorney general a certi-

-10 fied copy of such by-law with a request for its ap-
-11 proval together with adequate proof that all of the
12 procedural requirements for the adoption of such by-
-13 law have been complied with. If the attorney gen-
-14 eral does not within said ninety days request of such
15 town clerk in writing further proof of such compliance
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16 stating specifically wherein such proof is inadequate,
17 it shall be presumed that the proof submitted was
18 adequate. If the attorney general disapproves a by-
-19 law he shall give notice to the town clerk of the town
20 in which the by-law was adopted of his disapproval,
21 with his reasons therefor. If a by-law of a town takes
22 effect by reason of the failure of the attorney general
23 to seasonably act upon a request for its approval, the
24 clerk of such town shall enter in his records a state-
-25 ment that the by-law has become effective by reason
26 of such failure of the attorney general to act.
27 Before a by-law takes effect it shall also be pub-
-28 fished in a town bulletin, copies of which shall be
29 posted in at least five public places in the town; and
30 if the town be divided into precincts, copies shall be
31 posted in one or more public places in each precinct
32 of the town; or, instead of such publishing in a town
33 bulletin or pamphlet and such posting, shall be pub-
-34 fished at least three times in one or more newspapers,
35 if any, published in the town, otherwise in one or more
36 newspapers published in the county.


