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By Mr. Wall of Lawrence, petition of the Massachusetts Civic

League and William X. Wall for legislation relative to the jurisdiction
of theBoston Juvenile Court. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Two.

An Act relative to the jurisdiction of the boston

JUVENILE COURT.

1 Section 1. Chapter 218 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out section 57, as appear-
-3 ing in the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following section:
5 Section 57. The Boston juvenile court, established
6 by section one of chapter four hundred and eighty-nine
7 of the acts of nineteen hundred and six, shall have and
8 exercise jurisdiction throughout Suffolk county.

1 Section 2. Section 58 of chapter 218, as amended
2 by section 2 of chapter 282 of the acts of 1936, is
3 hereby further amended by striking out, in the second
4 line, the word “two” and inserting in place thereof
5 the words: one associate justice and three, —so as
6to read as follows: Section 58. Said court shall

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:
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7 consist of one justice and one associate justice and
8 three special justices. It shall have a clerk, who shall
9 be appointed by the governor, with the advice and

10 consent of the council, and shall hold office during
11 good behavior, but subject, however, to retirement
12 under the provisions of any applicable general or
13 special law relative to retirement systems.

1 Section 3. Said chapter 218 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 60 and inserting in
3 place thereof the following section:
4 Section 60. Within the county of Suffolk said court
5 shall have and exercise jurisdiction, exclusive of the
6 municipal court of the city of Boston and the other
7 district courts of said county, over cases of juvenile
8 offenders under seventeen and cases of neglected,
9 wayward or delinquent children. Said court may

10 from time to time make general rules in reference to,
11 and provide forms of procedure which shall provide
12 that normally proceedings for such an offence com-

-13 mitted within the territorial limits prescribed for the
14 criminal jurisdiction of any district court in said
15 county, including the municipal court of the city of
16 Boston, shall be heard and disposed of by said juvenile
17 court in the district where the offence was committed.

1 Section 4. Said chapter 218 is hereby further
2 amended by adding at the end of section 43, as
3 amended, the words: which shall be within their
4 jurisdiction.

1 Section 5. This act shall not affect any proceeding
2 relating to juvenile offenders under seventeen and
3 cases of neglected, wayward or delinquent children
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4 pending in any district court in said county upon the
5 effective date of this act so far as it relates to the
6 previous proceeding therein, but every such proceed-
-7 ing, and all records, documents, files and other papers
8 relating to such proceedings shall forthwith be trans-
-9 ferred to the Boston juvenile court and said court shall

10 have power to hear and dispose of all cases and pro-
-11 ceedings so transferred. All process relating to such
12 proceedings issued by said district courts prior to,
13 and returnable after, the effective date of this act
14 shall be returned to said Boston juvenile court and
15 all bonds, recognizances and other undertakings relat-
-16 ing thereto in said district courts shall remain in full
17 effect and may be enforced by said Boston juvenile
18 court.

1 Section 6. Nothing in this act shall be deemed to
2 affect the tenure, retirement or other rights of the
3 justice, special justices, clerks, assistant clerks, proba-

-4 tion officers of the said Boston juvenile court.

1 Section 7. This act shall take effect on September
2 first in the current year.
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