
HOUSE .... No. 1868
By Mr. Curley of Springfield, petition of the Massachusetts State

Association of Journeymen Barbers and another for legislation to
protect the standards of barbers by establishing regulations fixing
prices and hours of operation. Public Health.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Two.

An Act to protect the standards op barbers.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 87K of chapter 112 of the General Laws, as
2 amended, is hereby further amended by the addition
3 of the following paragraph;
4 Whereas, the facts, policies and purposes herein
5 set out are hereby declared as a matter of legislative
6 determination and the provisions and regulations
7 hereof are declared to be enacted in the interest of
8 the public health, public safety and general welfare,
9 the profession of barbering and the operation of bar-

-10 her shops is hereby declared to be affected with a
11 public interest; that the fixing of minimum prices
12 for services and regulation of hours of operation will
13 stabilize the barber business, safeguard fair compe-
-14 tition and will facilitate adequate sanitary inspection
15 and supervision of barber shops, and will thereby tend
16 to protect the health and safety of the public and pro-
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17 tect barbers from long, unreasonable and unhealthful
18 hours of service and from inadequate means for com-
-19 plying with health and sanitary regulations. It is
20 further declared that unfair, demoralizing and un-
-21 economic competition and practices now exist in this
22 state among barbers and barber shops, resulting in
23 price cutting to the extent of limiting and preventing
24 barbers from rendering safe and healthful service to
25 the public by reducing the purchasing power of bar-
-26 bers in obtaining sanitary products and appliances,
27 required for health protection and safety in prevent-
-28 ing transmission of disease.
29 Notwithstanding any other laws to the contrary,
30 whenever a scale of minimum prices for barber serv-
-31 ices shall have been agreed upon, signed and sub-
-32 mitted to the board by organized and representative
33 groups of barbers of at least seventy per cent of the
34 registered and practicing barbers in any city or town
35 of the commonwealth, said board shall have power to
36 approve such agreement and to declare and estab-
-37 lish, within such city or town, by official order or
38 regulation, the minimum prices for any and all work
39 or service usually performed in barber shops. Before
40 acting upon such petitions the board, within thirty
41 days after such schedule is submitted, shall determine
42 by investigation whether such suggested prices are
43 reasonable and sufficient to enable barber shops in
44 such city or town to operate in keeping with the pur-
-45 poses of this section in minimizing danger to the pub-
-46 lie health and safety incident to such work. In de-
-47 termining reasonable minimum prices the Board
48 shall take into consideration the necessary costs in-
-49 curred in the particular city or town in maintaining

50 barber shops in a clean, healthful and sanitary condi-
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51 lion, and also the wages or commission, or both, which
52 are customarily paid to employees in barber shops in
53 such city or town, and shall take into consideration
54 any and all other facts and conditions affecting the
55 barber profession in its relation to the public health
56 and safety. If the board shall find after investiga-
-57 tion that the minmum prices fixed in any such city
58 or town are insufficient to provide adequate service
59 for protecting the public health and safety, such
60 prices may be changed and varied from time to time.
61 The board shall have power to approve and, by
62 official order or regulation, to establish the days and
63 hours when barber shops may remain open for busi-
-64 ness, whenever agreements fixing such opening and
65 closing hours have been signed and submitted to the
66 board by any organized and representative groups of
67 barbers of at least seventy per cent of the barbers of
68 any city or town, and the board shall have the power
69 to investigate the reasonableness and propriety of the
70 hours fixed by such agreement, the same as is con-
-71 ferred under the above paragraph concerning price
72 agreements.

73 If any clause, sentence, paragraph or part of the
74 act or any rule of the board adopted pursuant to it
75 shall, for any reason, be adjudged by any final court
76 of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgment
77 shall not affect, impair or invalidate the remainder
78 thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the
79 clause, sentence, paragraph or part thereof directly
80 involved in the controversy in which such judgment
81 shall have been rendered.




