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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC WORKS RELATIVE TO THE RE-
ROUTING OF ROUTE 60 AND RELATIVE
TO THE CONSTRUCTION OF SIDEWALKS
ALONG ROUTE 122.

Department of Public Works,
Office of the Commissioner,

100 Nashua Street, Boston 14, December 5, 1951

To the Honorable Senate and the House of Representatives of the Corn-
wealth of Massachusetts

In accordance with the provisions of chapter 31, Re-
solves of 1951, the Department of Public Works presents
herewith its report on its investigation relative to the re-
routing of Route 60 and relative to the construction of
certain sidewalks along Route 122.

Chapter 31, Resolves of 1951, is as follows:

HOUSE No. 1951

C6e Commontoealtj) of £©assacJnisetts

Resolved, That the department of public works is hereby author-
ized and directed to make an investigation and study of the subject
matter of current house document numbered 158, relative to re-
routing route 60 in Arlington, Medford, Malden, Everett and Revere
for pleasure vehicles, and of current house document numbered 1572,
relative to authorizing the department of public works to construct
sidewalks along route 122, Said department shall report to the general
court the results of its investigation and study, together with drafts
of legislation necessary to carry such recommendations into effect,
by filing the same with the clerk of the house of representatives from
time to time, but not later than the first Wednesday of December in
the current year.

Resolve providing for an Investigation and Study by the De-
partment of Public Works relative to the Re-routing of
Route 60, and relative to the Construction of Sidewalks
along Route 122.
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Route 60.
The present Route 60 between Waltham and Revere

Beach runs from U. S. Route 20 via Pleasant Street in
Belmont and Arlington, Arlington Square, Medford and
Mystic Streets in Arlington, Pligh Street and Salem Street
in Medford, Pleasant Street, Salem Street, and Squire
Road in Malden, Squire Road and Revere Street in
Revere, terminating at the Revere Beach Parkway.

The route proposed in House Document numbered
158 would follow the Concord Turnpike (Route 2) in
Belmont and Arlington, Alewife Brook Parkway (Route
16) in Cambridge, Somerville and Medford, Mystic
Avenue and Mystic Valley Parkway (Route 16) in Med-
ford and Revere Beach Parkway (Route 1A) in Medford,
Everett, Chelsea and Revere.

In previous studies of this matter, the Department had
concluded that no change in the routing of Route 60
should be made. However, it was felt that the opening
of new Route 128 in August, 1951, might make a definite
change in the traffic pattern on Route 60 and adjoining
routes. Therefore a new study has been made, using for
comparative purposes traffic counts made in July and
October, 1951.

These traffic counts show conclusively that the opening
of new Route 128 has had practically no effect on the
traffic volumes on Route 60 and thus the problem is
unchanged.

The proposed re-routing of Route 60 contemplates that
pleasure vehicles will pass along the Concord Turnpike
to Route 16, along the Alewife Brook Parkway and Mystic
Valley Parkway via Mystic Avenue to Wellington Circle
and thence along the Revere Beach Parkway. For a
great part of this route, daily traffic volumes average in
excess of 20,000 vehicles. The Revere Beach Parkway
carries 25,000 vehicles daily, and the Concord Turnpike
carries 23,000 vehicles daily. The designed capacity of
these facilities is less than 20,000 vehicles daily. The
Alewife Brook Parkway handles 16,000 vehicles daily,
which is beyond its designed capacity; while Mystic
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Avenue is already filled to capacity with daily volumes
in excess of 15,000 vehicles.

The survey indicates that in the course of a day there
are about 10,000 vehicles traveling on Pleasant Street,
Route 60, which travel through the Arlington Square
area, that is, about 5,000 vehicles daily travel from Mystic
Street, Route 60, into Pleasant Street, Route 60, via
Massachusetts Avenue, and, likewise, 5,000 vehicles daily
pass from Pleasant Street, Route 60, into Medford Street,
Route 60. It is estimated that of this number of 10,000
vehicles at least 3,000 are passenger cars which travel a
substantial distance on Route 60 beyond Arlington
Square. It appears that these vehicles, about 3,000 in
number, would use the proposed route. If this number of
passenger cars are diverted onto such already over-
crowded facilities as the Concord Turnpike, Alewife
Brook Parkway, Mystic Avenue and Revere Beach Park-
way, there will be the resulting traffic tie-ups and delays,
as well as increased traffic hazards to drivers. Therefore,
in view of this, the re-routing of traffic from present
Route 60 as proposed does not appear desirable and the
Department makes no recommendation for legislation.

Sidewalks on Route 122
House Document numbered 1572 provides for the con-

struction of sidewalks “in the town of Millville, on
Route 122, extending from the corner of Burns Avenue,
southerly to Hood’s brook, so-called”.

Since the passage of the Resolve, this sidewalk has been
constructed. Therefore no legislation is necessary.

Respectfully submitted,

MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC WORKS.

William F. Callahan,
Commissioner.

Benjamin H. Grout,
Francis V. Matera,

Associate Commissioners




