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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE METROPOLITAN
DISTRICT COMMISSION RELATIVE TO
IMPROVING PLEASURE BAY IN THE
SOUTH BOSTON DISTRICT OF THE CITY
OF BOSTON AND THE CONSTRUCTION OF
CERTAIN OVERPASSES, UNDERPASSES OR
TRAFFIC CIRCLES IN THE METROPOLITAN
DISTRICTS.

Metropolitan District Commission,
20 Somerset Street, Boston 8, December 5, 1951.

To the Honorable, the Senate and House of Representatives of Massachu-
setts in General Court Assembled.

Chapter 46 of the Resolves of the current year au-
thorizes the Metropolitan District Commission to in-
vestigate and study the matter of improving Pleasure
Bay in the South Boston district of the city of Boston,
and relative to the construction of certain overpasses,
underpasses or traffic circles in the Metropolitan Dis-
trict, as follows;

HOUSE No. 1957

Cfje Commontoealtb of Massachusetts

Resolved, That the metropolitan district commission is hereby author-
ized to make an investigation and study of the subject matter of cur-
rent senate document numbered 281, relative to the advisability of
improving Pleasure bay in the South Boston district of the city of
Boston; of current house documents numbered 180, relative to the
construction of an overpass, underpass or traffic circle at the Somer-
ville-Arlington line; 181, relative to the construction of an overpass,
underpass or traffic circle at the Cambridge-Arlington line; and 1628,
relative to the construction of an overpass connecting Soldiers’ Field
road with Commonwealth avenue in the city of Boston. Said commis-
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sion shall report to the general court theresults of its investigation and
study, and its recommendations, if any, together with drafts of legis-
lation necessary to carry such recommendations into effect, by filing
the same with the clerk of the house of representatives not later than
the first Wednesday of December in the current year.

Senate, No. 281.

The first document listed authorizes and directs the
Commission to construct a causeway from Castle Island
to a point at or near the Head House, so called, at City
Point, so that Pleasure Bay may be landlocked. Gates
or locks are specified to control the water level of the
bay so that it will be suitable for bathing purposes at all
times regardless of tides.

This bill contemplates further progress on the causeway
already being constructed from City Point to Head
Island and then to Castle Island.

The Commission considers the project a desirable one,
as the South Boston beaches are limited to bathing only
at high tides. In recent years this bay has given indi-
cations of considerable pollution, but with the eventual
elimination of pollution by the operation of sewage
disposal plants at Nut Island for the South Sewerage
System and at Deer Island for the North System and
the Boston Main Drainage District, the bay could be
developed into a recreational center for all kinds of water
sports, and offers an excellent opportunity to serve a

highly congested residential district primarily and for
thousands of others who would be attracted there from
all parts of the Parks District. The Commission esti-
mates that 81,500,000 would be needed to complete the
development as prescribed in the bill, and recommends
favorable action on it as a recreational facility of high
priority.

House, No. 180.

The next document listed (House, No. 180) provides
for the construction of an overpass, underpass or traffic
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circle at the junction of Broadway and Alewife Brook
Parkway at the Somerville-Arlington line.

A survey has shown a traffic count at this location of
1,042 cars per hour, with traffic controlled by traffic
signal lights. A traffic circle at this location would
cost about $1,000,000, as there would have to be con-
siderable land takings at two corners. An underpass
would be expensive, since it would be below water level
and would require at least 16 feet of waterproof con-
struction. The new expressway if and when it is built
will greatly reduce traffic on Alewife Brook Parkway.

%

House, No. 181.
The next document listed (House, No. 181) provides

for the construction of an overpass, underpass or traffic
circle at the junction of Massachusetts Avenue and
Alewife Brook Parkway at the Cambridge-Arlington line.

Traffic at this intersection is now controlled by traffic
lights, and a traffic count shows 1,350 cars per hour.
When the new expressway is built under the Master
Highway Plan (exhibit No. 13) this traffic will be sub-
stantially reduced. The operation of M. T. A. street
cars would greatly interfere with the movement of traffic
through a circle at this point. To construct such a traffic
circle would cost about $1,000,000, as expensive land
takings would be necessary on two corners; and the
construction of an overpass or underpass would also
entail tremendous expenditures, not warranted in present
circumstances.

House, No. 1628.
The last document listed (House, No. 1628) authorizes

the commission to construct an overpass west of Cottage
Farm bridge to connect traffic from Soldiers’ Field Road
with Commonwealth Avenue in the city of Boston, and
provides for land takings or easements from the Boston
& Albany Railroad, any department of the State of
Massachusetts, the city of Boston, or any private owners.
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Exhibit No. 22 of the Master Highway Plan belt route
over the Charles River just west of Cottage Farm bridge
shows a bridge to be constructed at this location con-
necting Soldiers’ Field Road and Commonwealth Avenue.
The Commission recommends approval of this project
if further bond issues to implement the Master Plan are
provided.

All of which is

Respectfully submitted,

EDGAR F. COPELL,
Commissioner.


