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REPORT OF THE METROPOLITAN TRANSIT
AUTHORITY RELATIVE TO TERMINAL FA-
CILITIES AT LECHMERE SQUARE.

Decemder 5, 1951

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in General Court
Assembled.

Chapter 62 of the Resolves of the legislative session of
1951 directs the Metropolitan Transit Authority to in-
vestigate and study the subject matter of current House
Document No. 1869, and to report to the General Court
the results of its investigation and its recommendations,
together with drafts of legislation necessary to carry its
recommendations into effect, by filing the same with the
Clerk of the House of Representatives on or before the
first Wednesday of December in the current year.

House Document No. 1869 is a bill accompanying the
petition of Representative Leahy of Somerville. This
bill would authorize and direct the Metropolitan Transit
Authority to alter, repair or reconstruct the terminal fa-
cilities at Lechmere Square in East Cambridge so as to
make them fit and adequate to accommodate passengers
using said terminal, and in so doing to construct an en-
closed shelter or waiting room, provide clean rest rooms
and make the terminal safe and convenient for passengers.

In consequence of this resolve representatives of the
Authority have held conferences on the terminal premises
with Representative Leahy and Representative Toomey
of Cambridge. The proposals made at the conference
related principally to the possibility of rerouting the
buses and trackless trolley vehicles of the Authority which
operate in and around the terminal. Following these sug-
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gestions conferences were held with Captain Edward J.
Maher of the Traffic Division of the Cambridge Police
Department, and Captain William J. Marley of the Metro-
politan District Police.

It was apparent to those who conferred on this situa-
tion that rerouting of buses or trackless trolley vehicles
through the terminal as suggested would require sub-
stantial alterations, reconstruction and enlargement of
the Lechmere Terminal, and would necessitate a large
expenditure of money and the taking of additional land
now used for dwelling purposes.

Any such change would be inadvisable until the struc-
tural and other changes in Lechmere Square for the pur-
pose of eliminating traffic hazards, to be made by the
Metropolitan District Commission under authority of
chapter 367 of the acts of the current year, have been com-
pleted and the possibilities of thereafter rearranging oper-
ations at the terminal have been studied.

Furthermore, if in the future the Cambridge subway
is extended it may affect the use made of the Lechmere
Terminal.

Although the facilities at the Lechmere Terminal are
not as extensive as some may desire, there are now en-
closed waiting rooms on the inbound and outbound plat-
forms, and there are toilet facilities on each platform.
The matter of making improvements in these facilities
is within the powers of the trustees and can be accom-
plished without any additional legislation. It is, of course,
the Authority’s purpose to keep these terminal premises
at all times in a safe condition and convenient for pas-
sengers.
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