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PRELIMINARY REPORT OF THE RECESS COM-
MISSION ON UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHU-
SETTS MEDICAL AND DENTAL SCHOOL.

State House, Boston, March 11, 1952.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts.

In accordance with the provisions of chapter 70, Acts
and Resolves of 1951, the Recess Commission authorized
thereunder presents herewith its report upon its study
and investigation of certain matters relating to the es-
tablishment of a State Medical and Dental School under
the jurisdiction of the University of Massachusetts.

Said chapter provides as follows:
Resolved, That an unpaid special commission, to consist of two mem-

bers of the senate to be designated by the president thereof, five mem-
bers of the house of representatives to be designated by the speaker
thereof, and four persons to be appointed by the governor, is hereby
established for the purpose of making an investigation and study of
the subject matter of so much of the governor’s address (senate, No. 1,
pages 14-16) as relates to the esta’
medical and dental schools under
Massachusetts to be located in the
special commission to consider the
during the present session of the i

ilishment by the commonwealth of
the auspices of the University of
city of Boston and the report of a
details of the problem and report
general court and of current house
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document numbered 2324, Appendix C, relative to the advisability of
establishing a medical school and a dental school under the jurisdiction
of the trustees of the University of Massachusetts. Said commission
shall be provided with quarters in the state house or elsewhere, may
hold hearings, may require by summons the attendance and testimony
of witnesses and the production of books and papers, may travel within
and without the commonwealth, and may expend for legal, clerical and
other assistance and for expenses such sums as may be appropriated
therefor. Said commission shall report to the general court the results
of its investigation and study, and its recommendations, if any, to-
gether with drafts of legislation necessary to carry its recommendations
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into effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the house of representa-
tives not later than the first Wednesday of December in the current
year. Approved September 18, 1951

Pursuant to said chapter, the first meeting, for organi-
zational purposes, of the Recess Commission to study and
investigate the establishment of a medical and dental
school under the jurisdiction of the University of Massa-
chusetts was held at the State House, Boston, Room 426,
on Wednesday, December 12, 1951. The meeting con-
vened at 2 p.m. with all members present. The following
officers were elected; chairman, Senator George J. Evans,
Wakefield, and vice-chairman, Representative Wilfred S.
Mirsky of Boston. Dr. John P. Sullivan was appointed
secretary to the Commission.

At the second meeting, held January 14, 1952, the
Commission employed Dr. Herman G. Weiskotten, former
Dean of Syracuse Medical School, and chairman, Council
on Medical Education and Hospitals, American Medical
Association, to serve as technical consultant to the Com-
mission on the medical school phase.

At the third meeting held January 24, 1952, the Com-
mission discussed at length certain details of procedure
with Dr. Weiskotten.

At the fourth meeting, held on February 5, 1952, the
invited guests included the following deans: Dr. James
M. Faulkner, Boston University School of Medicine;
Dr. Dwight O’Hara, Tufts College Medical School;
Dr. George Packer Berry, Harvard Medical School; Dr.
Cyril Marshall-Day, Tufts College Dental School; and
Dr. Roy O. Creep, Harvard School of Dental Medicine.
Dr. H. G. Weiskotten was also present. An agenda was
prepared concerning certain problems affecting a medical
and dental school. The deans discussed frankly and
objectively all problems and questions posed by members
of the Commission.

The fifth meeting, held on February 18, 1952, was given
over to discussing problems with representatives of the
Departments of Mental Health and Public Health. The
invited guests included: Dr. Vlado A. Getting, Commis-
sioner of Public Health, and staff members, including
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Dr. Alton S. Pope, Deputy Commissioner and Director
of Division of Tuberculosis and Sanatoria; Dr. William
H. H. Turville, Superintendent of Chronic Disease
Hospital; and Dr. William D. Wellock, Director of Divi-
sion of Dental Health. The Department of Mental Health
was represented by Dr. Jack R. Ewalt, Commissioner,
Dr. Walter E. Barton, Superintendent, Boston State
Hospital, and Dr. Malcolm J. Farrell, Superintendent,
Walter E. Fernald State School. There was a free dis-
cussion on the problems of recruiting medical and dental
personnel for the two departments. The talks also
considered the idea of establishing a Commonwealth
Medical Center which would be a real active center of
the healing arts.

The sixth meeting was held on Tuesday, March 11,1952,
at which time the Commission members reviewed the
data presented up to date.

From time to time the members were supplied with
copies of studies and unpublished manuscripts bearing
on the subject-matter. These included, for example,
“Adequacy of Physician Supply in the United States,”
compiled by the secretary; “The Need for a New State-
Operated Medical School in Massachusetts,” by Robert
T. Monroe, M.D.; “Semi-Annual Report of Committee
Appointed by Massachusetts Dental Society to Study
Means of Creating Increased Dental Educational Facili-
ties”; and “Proposed New Medical School for Massa-
chusetts: Assessment of the Need and Discussion of
Some Problems Involved in the Proposal,” prepared by
Dr. Robert W. Buck.

It can be seen from this record that the Commission
has been actively concerned with the problem presented
to them for investigation and study. The members not
only attended six formal meetings, held every two weeks
since the organization of the Commission, where they
discussed and considered the several phases of the subject
under consideration, but they paid an all-day visit on
February 29, 1952, to Tufts Medical and Dental School
as guests of the Dean and faculty. During this visit the
members were able to observe and learn first hand some
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of the problems of staffing a medical and dental school,
types of facilities needed, costs and other problems ger-
mane to the subject.

The Commission members, from the outset, recognized
that such a problem as a new State Medical and Dental
School which may affect the health and well-being of
all the citizens of the Commonwealth should not be
studied and investigated in haste; such a vital project
which could involve expenditures of state moneys should
not be settled with speed. It is the intent of the members
to pursue a slow, steady pace of investigation and study;
to explore every facet of the varied problems which affect
the general subject; to consider all factors concerning
such a project, including need, costs and staff recruit-
ment problems, before making any final recommendations.

With this background of explanation, the Commission
does not at this time find it either possible or feasible to
submit a complete and exhaustive report on the subject-
matter referred to it. It is respectfully requested, there-
fore, that the time be extended until Wednesday, De-
cember 3, 1952, in order that the Commission may make
a thorough and complete study and investigation of the
subject-matter, before a final report with specific recom-
mendations is made by the Commission.

Respectfully submitted,

Chairman
WILFRED S. MIRSKY,

Vice-Chairmc

JOHN W. CODDAIRE, Jr,
DANIEL L. MARSH, Ph.D., LL.D
DAVID HURWITZ, M.D.
RAYMOND J. NAGLE, D.M.D.
A. GEORGE GILMAN.
Paul a. McCarthy.
JOHN PIERCE LYNCH
RICHARD L. HULL.
JOHN BROX.

GEORGE J. EVANS,
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Two.

Resolve reviving and continuing the special un-
paid COMMISSION ESTABLISHED TO INVESTIGATE AND

STUDY THE ADVISABILITY OF ESTABLISHING A STATE

MEDICAL AND DENTAL SCHOOL UNDER THE JURISDIC-

TION OF THE UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS.

1 Resolved, That the unpaid special commission
2 established by chapter seventy of the acts and re-
-3 solves of nineteen hundred and fifty-one is hereby
4 revived and continued for the purpose of continuing
5 its study and investigation of the subject-matter of
6 so much of the governor’s address (senate, No. 1,
7 pages 14-16) as relates to the establishment by the
8 commonwealth of medical and dental schools under
9 the auspices of the University of Massachusetts to be

10 located in the city of Boston and the report of a
11 special commission to consider the details of the
12 problem. Said commission shall be provided with
13 quarters in the state house or elsewhere, may hold
14 hearings, may require by summons the attendance
15 and testimony of witnesses and the production of
16 books and papers, may travel within and without the
17 commonwealth, and may expend such sums for legal,
18 clerical and other assistance as may be appropriated
19 therefor. Said commission shall report to the general

PROPOSED LEGISLATION.
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29 court the results of its investigation and study, and
21 its recommendations, together with drafts of legisla-
-22 tion necessary to carry its recommendations into
23 effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the house
24 of representatives on or before the first Wednesday
25 of December in the current year.


