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Resolve providing for an Investigation and Study by- a Special
Commission relative to the Zoning and Municipal Planning
Laws of the Commonwealth and the Organization and
Powers of the City' Planning Board of the City of Boston.

Resolved, That an unpaid special commission, to consist of three
members of the senate to be designated by the president thereof, five
members of the house of representatives to be designated by the speaker
thereof, and three persons to be appointed by the governor, is hereby
established for the purpose of making an investigation and study of
the subject matter of current house document numbered 853, relative
to clarifying the law relating to subdivision control in municipal
planning; of current house document numbered 854, relative to au-
thorizing the preservation of the integrity of official maps in municipal
planning; of current house documentnumbered 855, relative to amend-
ing the zoning enabling law; of current house document numbered
1370, relatiYre to requiring certain types of new buildings in the city
Boston to hare off-street loading berths; of current house document

to clarifying further the law relative to mu-
nicipal planning; of current house document numbered 1381, relative
to making certain amendments in the zoning law of the city of Bosto
of current house document numbered 1384, relative to multiple res
dence districts in the city of Boston; and of current house document

numbered 1728, relative to the organization, powers and duties of the
ity planning board and to subdivision control in the city of Boston

all be provided with quarters in the state house
>ld hearings, may require by summons the attend-

baid comir

of witnesses and the production of books and
within and without the commonwealth, and may

ance and testir
papers, mas' trs
:xpend for legal, clerical and other assistance and for expenses such

sums as may be appropriated therefor. Said commission shall report
to the general court the results of its and study, and its
recommendations, if any, together with drafts of legislation necessaryif any, together with drafts of legislation necessary

to carry its recommendations into effect, by filing the same with the
clerk of the house of representatives on or before the first Wednesday

f December in the current year. Approved August 1, 19,

lon was extended to March
dative session.

Note. The life of this Commis.
by a blanket order of the current leg
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REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMISSION RELA-
TIVE TO THE ZONING AND MUNICIPAL
PLANNING LAWS OF THE COMMONWEALTH
AND THE ORGANIZATION AND POWERS
OF THE BOSTON PLANNING BOARD.

March 3, 1952

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatm

Pursuant to the provisions of chapter 55 of the Resolves
of 1951, this Commission met and organized December 20,
1951, and subsequent to that date held two public hear-
ings, five executive sessions, and one formal conference
with Mayor John B. Hynes of Boston.

Eight petitions for legislation referred to this Com-
mission for study (House, Nos. 853, 854, 855, 1370, 1377,
1381, 1384 and 1728 of the 1951 session) fall into two main
classifications, one affecting the municipal planning and
zoning laws, and also the control of real estate subdivi-
sions, at the state level, and the other affecting the powers
and duties of the Boston Planning Board. Several minor
phases of municipal planning and zoning with reference
to the Commonwealth as a whole, and specifically to the
city of Boston, also fall within the scope of the Commis-
sion’s study.

At the outset, the Commission considered House Bill
No. 1728 (1951). The provisions of this bill spelled out
in detail the reorganization of the Boston Planning
Board according to a pattern approved by the mayor of
Boston and agreed to by organizations and individuals
interested in city planning. Retaining the essential ob-
jectives sought in this legislation, the Commission, follow-
ing public hearings and conferences witlx Mayor John B.
Hynes of Boston, voted to recommend separation of the
provisions of this bill and refer to the mayor of Boston
those sections which may be enacted by city ordinance
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and still achieve the purposes of House, No. 1728 (1951),
and, further, to recommend to the General Court, in a
final report, specific legislative provisions necessary to
conform with the objectives of the aforementioned
measure.

This Commission gave considerable attention to three
other House bills referred to it (House, Nos. 853, 854 and
855) discussing, particularly, both in public hearing and
executive session, the real estate subdivision control
problem throughout the State. Municipal officials and
men of recognized experience in the legal aspects of land
conveyance discussed the problem in detail. The scope
of this problem is very broad. Your Commission is fortu-
nate in having the co-operation of recognized authorities
in this field, one of them a member of this Commission, to
acquaint the members with the details of planning and
zoning. Perusal of this matter is still underway.

However, in the space of approximately two months,
your Commission has been unable to delve as deeply as
it should into the many-phased study outlined in chapter
55 of the Resolves of 1951. We have made progress in
our inquiry into the more important phases, but not suf-
ficiently to reach definite conclusions. On other minor
aspects of the study, time has not permitted us to even
consider them.

Therefore, this Commission requests that it be con-
tinued until December 1, 1952, in order to complete the
work assigned to it by the General Court. (Appendix A.)

Respectfully submitted

Sen. PAUL R. ACHIN.
Sen. WILLIAM J. KEENAN
Rep. RICHARD R. CAPLES
Rep. J. T. BRENNAN.
Rep. JOHN W. COSTELLO.
Sen. PHILIP G. BOWKER.
NORD W. DAVIS.
JOSEPH A. MITCHELL.
CHARLES L. PATRONE.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Two,

Resolve reviving and continuing the special com-
mission ESTABLISHED TO MAKE AN INVESTIGATION AND

STUDY RELATIVE TO THE ZONING AND MUNICIPAL PLAN-

NING LAWS OF THE COMMONWEALTH AND THE ORGAN-

IZATION AND POWERS OF THE CITY PLANNING BOARD

OF THE CITY OF BOSTON

1 Resolved, That the unpaid special commission,
2 established by chapter fifty-five of the resolves of
3 nineteen hundred and fifty-one, is hereby revived
4 and continued for the purpose of continuing its in-
-5 vestigation and study relative to the zoning and
6 municipal planning laws of the commonwealth and
7 the organization and powers of the city planning
8 board of the city of Boston. Said commission shall
9 be provided with quarters in the state house or else-

-10 where, may hold hearings, may require by summons
11 the attendance and testimony of witnesses and the
12 production of books and papers, may travel within
13 and without the commonwealth, and may expend
14 for legal, clerical and other assistance and for expenses
15 such sums as may be appropriated therefor. Said

PROPOSE D LEGIST.AT lON.

Appendix A.
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16 commission shall report to the general court the re-

-17 suits of its investigation and study, and its recom-

-18 mendations, if any, together with drafts of legislation
19 necessary to carry its recommendations into effect,
20 by filing the same with the clerk of the house of
21 representatives on or before the first Wednesday of
22 December in the current year.


