
No. 2401HOUSE
By Mr. Williams of Concord, petition of William Bain and others

that the town of Maynard be authorized to establish a board of public
works exercising the powers of certain other departments and town
officers. Towns.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Two.

An Act authorizing the town of maynard to estab-

lish A board of public works exercising the powers

of CERTAIN OTHER DEPARTMENTS AND TOWN OFFICERS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. There shall be established in the town
2 of Maynard a board of public works, hereinafter called
3 the board, to consist of three members. The initial
4 members thereof shall be elected one to serve for one
5 year, one for two years, and one for three years, from
6 the date of the annual town election at which they are
7 elected, and thereafter, when the term of any member
8 expires, his successor shall be elected to serve for three
9 years. In all cases the members shall serve until their

10 successors are qualified. The members of the board
11 shall, forthwith after each annual towr n election, elect
12 one of their members to act as chairman for the en-
-13 suing year. In case of a vacancy, the remaining mem-
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14 bers of the board, if they constitute a quorum, may
15 fill such vacancy until the next annual town election,
16 when a new member shall be elected to fill the unex-
-17 pired term. The members of the board shall receive
18 such compensation for their services as the town may
19 determine.

1 Section 2. Upon the qualification of the initial
2 members of the board, the board shall have all the
3 powers, rights and duties now or from time to time
4 vested by general or special law in the following de-
-5 partments and officers in said town, to wit: water
6 department, sewer department, highway department,
7 moth department, cemetery department, tree warden,
8 trustees of Memorial Park and trustees of John A.
9 Crowe Park and such departments and offices shall

10 thereupon be abolished during such time as this act is
11 in effect as to them, respectively. The board shall
12 also have the rights, powers and liabilities with respect
13 to the operation and maintenance of the town dump
14 now vested in the board of health. No contracts or
15 liabilities in force on the date when this act becomes
16 fully effective shall be affected by such abolition, but
17 the board shall in all respects be the lawful successor
18 of the departments and offices so abolished.

1 Section 3. The board shall, as soon as practicable,
2 appoint, and shall have the power to remove, a super-
-3 intendent of public works responsible to the board.
4 The superintendent shall have full authority for
5 carrying out the policies of the board in the operation
6 of the board. Pending the appointment of a super-
-7 intendent, the board may appoint an acting superin-
-8 tendent. The compensation of the superintendent or
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9 acting superintendent shall be fixed by the board,
10 subject to appropriations therefor voted by the town,
11 except that the compensation of the superintendent
12 first appointed under this act shall, for the first year

13 of his tenure of office, be fixed by the board of select-
-14 men. He shall be specially fitted by education, train-
-15 ing and experience to perform the duties of such
16 office, and may or may not be a resident of the town
17 when appointed, but he shall be a resident during his
18 tenure in office. Before entering upon the duties of his
19 office, he shall be sworn to the faithful and impartial
20 performance thereof, and he shall, if required by the
21 board, execute a bond in favor of the town for the

22 faithful performance of his duties in such sum or

23 sums and with such surety or sureties as may be fixed
24 by the board. If a surety company is selected, the
25 premium therefor shall be paid by the town. During
26 his tenure he shall hold no other elective or appointive

27 office, nor shall he be engaged in any other business or

28 occupation. He shall appoint such staff of assistants,
29 clerks, employees and laborers as he deems necessary,

30 with the approval of the board, and he shall have the
31 authority, with like approval, to remove them. He
32 shall keep a full and complete record of all the doings
33 of his office, and shall render to the board such reports

34 as it may require. He shall keep the board fully in-

-35 formed and advised of the needs of the town within

36 the scope of his duties, and he shall furnish it with a

37 fully prepared and detailed estimate in writing, before

38 November twenty-first of each year, of the appropiia-

-39 tions required during the ensuing year for the proper

40 conduct of the board. Each budget shall show segre-

-41 gated amounts for personal services, labor pay rolls,

42 new equipment and other expenses, or the budget may
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43 be further segregated in such detail as may be re-
-44 quired by the board.

1 Section 4. This act shall be submitted to the
2 registered voters of the town of Maynard for accept-
-3 ance at the biennial state election in the current year, in
4 the form of the following question which shall be placed
5 on the official ballot to be used in said town at said
6 election: “Shall an act passed by the Genera! Court
7 in the year nineteen hundred and fifty-two, entitled
8 ‘An Act authorizing the town of Maynard to establish
9 a board of public works exercising the powers of cer-

-10 tain other departments and town officers’ be ac-
-11 cepted?” If a majority of the votes cast in answer
12 to such question is in the affirmative, this act shall
13 become fully effective beginning with, and for the
14 purposes of, the annual town election in the year
15 nineteen hundred and fifty-three. If a majority of
16 the votes so cast is not in the affirmative, said question
17 shall be placed on the official ballot to be used for the
18 election of town officers at the annual town election
19 in the year nineteen hundred and fifty-three. If a
20 majority of the votes cast in answer to said question
21 at said town election is in the affirmative, this act
22 shall become fully effective beginning with, and for
23 the purposes of the annual town election in the year
24 nineteen hundred and fifty-four. If this act is not
25 accepted as provided herein, it shall become null and
26 void.

1 Section 5. At any time after the expiration of
2 three years from the date on which this act is accepted
3 by the town, ten per cent of the qualified voters of
4 the town may petition the selectmen that the question
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5 of rescinding such acceptance be submitted to the
6 voters at the next biennial state election. Upon the
7 filing of such petition, the following question shall
8 thereupon be placed on the official ballot to be used
9 at said election in said town: “Shall the town of

10 Maynard rescind the prior acceptance of an act
11 passed by the general court in the year nineteen hun-
-12 dred and fifty-two, entitled ‘An Act authorizing the
13 town of Maynard to establish a board of public works
14 exercising the powers of certain other departments
15 and town officers’?” If a majority of the votes cast
16 in answer to said question is in the affirmative, then
17 at the next annual town election held after said vote
18 to rescind, the town shall elect such officers as are

19 necessary to exercise and perform the powers, rights
20 and duties transferred to the board of public works
21 by this act. Such action shall not affect any contract
22 or liability then created or existing. All general laws
23 respecting town administration and town officers, and
24 any special laws relative to said town, the operation
25 of which has been suspended or superseded by the
26 acceptance of this act, shall then be in full force and
27 effect. Any by-law inconsistent with such special or

28 general laws shall be revoked thereby. Any subse-
-29 quent vote to rescind the acceptance of this act shall
30 not be taken more often than once in two years.
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