
SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC WORKS ON ITS INVESTIGATION
AND STUDY RELATIVE TO THE ELIMINA-
TION AND CONTROL OF WEEDS IN QUAN-
NAPOWITT LAKE IN THE TOWN OF WAKE-
FIELD.

Department of Public Works,
100 Nashua Street, Boston, December 3, 1952.

To the Honorable Senate and the House of Representatives of the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts.

In accordance with the provisions of chapter 97, Re-
solves of 1952, the Department of Public Works presents
herewith a report of its investigation and study relative
to the elimination and control of weeds in Quannapowitt
Lake in the town of Wakefield.

Chapter 97, Resolves of 1952 provides as follows:
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“Resolved , That the department of public works, acting through its
division of waterways, is hereby authorized and directed to make an
investigation and study of the subject matter of current senate docu-
ment numbered 649, relative to the elimination or control of weeds in
Quannapowitt Lake in the town of Wakefield, and to make a survey
and study of conditions at said lake, with a view to determining the
various methods of elimination and controlling said weeds, the methods
to be employed, and the costs thereof. Said department may expend
for the purpose of this resolve such amount as may be appropiiated
therefor. Said department shall report to the general court the re-
sults of its study and investigation and its recommendations, if any,
as to the methods for eliminating and controlling such weeds, with
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estimates of costs, and drafts of legislation necessary to carry such
recommendations into effect by filing the same with the clerk of the
Senate not later than the first Wednesday of December in the current
year.

The Department has given consideration to the subject
matter of the elimination and control of weeds in Quanna-
powitt Lake in the town of Wakefield. Due to the fact
that no funds were appropriated for this investigation and
study, this report is for the most part a review of general
information.

Through the courtesy of the State Department of
Public Health, a biologist from that Department identified
the weeds in the pond. The submerged plant Elodea
canadensis, more commonly known as waterweed or
chokerweed, appears to account for an estimated 95 per
cent of the weeds in the pond.

Information obtained from a local source indicated that
during the summer of 1951 large quantities of weeds
floated to the pond surface and were so dense in some
areas of the pond as to make boating impossible. Also it
was reported that during the summer of 1952 very little
trouble was encountered from the weeds.

A study of Spy Pond in the town of Arlington made by
the Department of Public Health (see House Document
No. 608 for the year 1950) relative to aquatic growths
and other matters, indicates that there is no known fea-
sible method of eliminating or controlling Elodea cana-
densis.

In view of the limited information available on the
subject, and an increasing interest therein, it would ap-
pear that this matter should be further investigated on
an experimental basis with authority to use one or more
of the small great ponds of the Commonwealth, or any
privately owned pond if and when authority for such
use is obtained from the owners thereof, which would be
suitable for the purpose of studying such growths and
their possible control or elimination.

It is pointed out that Quannapowitt Lake has an area
of 254 acres and is too large to be used for experimental
purposes.
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It is recommended that this investigation be continued
and its scope broadened. Since the nature of this investi-
gation appears to be connected with the functions of the
Department of Public Health and the Department of
Conservation, it is suggested that these departments be
authorized to assist in this investigation.

Submitted herewith is a draft of legislation necessary
to carry recommendation into effect.

Respectfully submitted,

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS.

William F. Callahan,
Commissioner

Benjamin H. Grout,
Francis V. Matera,

Associate Commissioners.
Rodolphe G. Bessette,

Director, Division of Watenoays.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Three.

An Act providing for a study by the department

OF PUBLIC WORKS, THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
AND THE DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION RELATIVE TO

THE ELIMINATION OR CONTROL OP SUBMERGED WEEDS

IN CERTAIN GREAT PONDS OF THE COMMONWEALTH.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Resolved, That the department of public works, in
2 co-operation with the department of public health and
3 the department of conservation, is hereby authorized
4 and directed to make an investigation and survey
5 relative to the elimination and control of submerged
6 weeds in certain great ponds of the commonwealth.
7 Said departments are hereby authorized to conduct
8 such experiments and make such surveys, for the pur-
-9 pose of this resolve, as they deem advisable. Said

10 departments are hereby authorized to use for said
11 experiments any of the small great ponds of the com-
-12 monwealth, or any privately owned pond, if and when
13 authority for such use is obtained from the owners
14 thereof, as are considered suitable for such experiments
15 without, however, infringing on the rights of any per-

PROPOSED LEGISLATION.

C&e Commontoealti) of Massachusetts
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16 son. Said departments may expend for the purpose
17 of this resolve such amount as may be appropriated
18 therefor. Said departments shall report to the gen-
-19 eral court the results of their investigation and survey
20 together with their recommendations, if any, and
21 drafts of legislation necessary to carry their recom-
-22 mendations into effect, by filing the same with the
23 clerk of the senate on or before the first Wednesday
24 of December, nineteen hundred and fifty-four.








