
SENATE . . . . No. 516

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC WORKS RELATIVE TO RECON-
STRUCTING AND RESURFACING CERTAIN
STREETS IN THE CITY OF CHELSEA.

Department of Public Works,
100 Nashua Street, Boston 14, December 2, 195

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Com
ion wealth of Massachusett

The Department of Public Works herewith presents its
report in accordance with the provisions of chapter 78,
Resolves of 1952, which reads as follows:
Resolve authorizing and directing the Department of Publk

Works to investigate and study the Reconstructing and
Resurfacing of Certain Streets in the City of Chelsf
leading to the Soldiers’ Home in Massachusetts

Resolved, That the department of public works is hereby authorized
and directed to investigate and study the feasibility of regrading,
widening, reconstructing and resurfacing Clark avenue, Crest avenue,
Hillside avenue, Summit avenue and Eleanor street, in the city of
Chelsea which are approaches and roads leading to the Soldiers’
Home in Massachusetts, located in said city. Said department shall
report to the general court the results of its investigation and study
and its recommendations, together with drafts of legislation necessary
to carry said recommendations into effect, by filing the same with the
clerk of the senate on or before the first Wednesday of December in
the current year.

The streets involved are Crest Avenue, Hillside Avenue,
Summit Avenue, Clark Avenue from Webster Avenue to
Crest Avenue, and Eleanor Street from Broadway to
Hillside Avenue, a total length of about 1.25 miles.

These are accepted streets of the city of Chelsea and
are maintained by the city, but their chief purpose is to
serve the Soldiers’ Home in Massachusetts. They also
serve private homes which abut on them, but these homes
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are largely occupied by personnel associated with the
Soldiers’ Home.

The majority of the traffic on these streets is connected
with the Soldiers’ Home.

The condition of these streets varies from fair to poor.
There are some narrow sections that could be widened
and there are some missing sections of sidewalk and curbs.

The resurfacing, partial reconstruction and improve-
ment of these streets is desirable, not only to provide
more adequately for traffic and pedestrians, but also to
improve the appearance of the surroundings of the Sol-
diers’ Home.

The estimate for the improvement of these streets is
$125,000, including a possible small property damage.

A part of Summit Avenue was reconstructed by the
Department of Public Works in 1922 under the authority
of chapter 28, Resolves of 1922. The expenditure was
limited to $15,000 of which the city of Chelsea con-
tributed $5,000. The state appropriation was made from
the General Fund.

In the opinion of the Department the work on these
streets should be carried out by the Department of Public
Works at the expense of the Commonwealth, but that
the appropriation should not be made from the Highway
Fund. These streets are not parts of any through high-
way system, but are more in the nature of driveways to
the Soldiers’ Home, and thus the cost of their improve-
ment should be charged to the same source from which
other appropriations for the Soldiers’ Home are obtained,
which is now the Veterans’ Services Fund.

A draft of legislation to carry this recommendation into
effect is attached hereto.

Respectfully submitted,

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS,

William F. Callahan,
Commissioner

Benjamin H. Grout,
Francis V. Matera,

Associale Commissioners.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Three.

An Act authorizing the department of public works

TO IMPROVE CERTAIN STREETS IN THE VICINITY OF THE

SOLDIERS HOME IN THE CITY OF CHELSEA.

Be it enacted by the Senate
n General Court assembled.

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

same, as follow-
1 Section 1. The department of public works, here-
-2 inafter called the department, is hereby authorized
3 and directed to resurface, widen, reconstruct and
4 otherwise improve the following streets in the city of
5 Chelsea in the vicinity of the Soldiers’ Home: Crest
6 avenue, Hillside avenue, Summit avenue, Clark av-
-7 enue from Webster avenue to Crest avenue and
8 Eleanor street from Broadway to Hillside avenue.
9 For the purposes of this act, the department may

10 expend such sum, not to exceed one hundred and
11 twenty-five thousand dollars, as may hereafter be
12 appropriated from the veterans’ services fund.

1 Section 2. Land or rights in land may he acquired
2 for the purposes of this act by eminent domain under
3 chapter seventy-nine by the department in behalf of
4 the city of Chelsea. Any person whose property has

PROPOSED LEGISLATION.

C&e Commontuealtb of e^assac&usettjs



SENATE No. 516. [Jan. 1953.4

5

6

i

8

1
>

3
4

been taken or injured by any act of the department
may recover from the city of Chelsea under chapter
seventy-nine such damages therefor as he may be
entitled to.

Section 3. After the work herein authorized shall
have been completed, the streets shall be maintained
and kept in good repair and condition by the city of
Chelsea.


