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MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOV-
ERNOR RECOMMENDING LEGISLATION
RELATIVE TO THE ALLEVIATION OF THE
FINANCIAL BURDEN IMPOSED ON CITIES,
TOWNS AND COUNTIES BY THE RECENT
TORNADO.

Executive Department .

State House, Boston, June 11, 19.

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, Honorable members of the Senate and
House of Representative

I welcome this opportunity to present to you in person
my report on the problems involved in the great ca-
tastrophe which has been visited upon the people of
Massachusetts, and my immediate recommendations for
their relief.

The people of Central Massachusetts have been sub-
jected to a scourge of nature terrible in its consequences.

Thousands of our citizens have been left homeless.
Approximately one hundred have lost their lives. Large
areas of several communities have been wiped out.

It is impossible, even for an eye witness, as I have
been, to describe fully and adequately the extent of the
damage, and the nature of the suffering which our neigh-
bors and fellow people of Massachusetts have endured.

Most of my hours in the last two days have been
spent in the stricken area, to make sure that all state
agencies were being utilized to their greatest capacity,
and to determine what more remains for our state govern-
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ment to do in the face of the
tremendous destructive force
denly and without warning.

damage resulting from this
which came upon us sud-

The force of destruction is
great and must be repaired.

pent. The damage is very

I appear here today to emphasize the fact that this is
not just a catastrophe in Central Massachusetts, but
rather one befalling the entire Commonwealth.

It was only a freak of nature that pinpointed the
destruction to a particular area. It might have been
Pittsfield, or Boston, or Provincetown, or Newburyport.

Nobody can control the path of such natural de-
struction.

It is, therefore, my opinion that all of the people of
Massachusetts should be willing, and indeed will be
anxious, to share in the burden of this disaster which
could have befallen anyone or all of us.

I therefore recommend emergency legislation (a draft
of which I am attaching to this message) to relieve the
burden on the cities and towns immediately involved,
but before doing so, I must pay tribute to those whose
efforts have made the emergency less extreme than it
might otherwise have been.

Our Civil Defense agencies have had no real test since
their organization several years ago. I assure you, they
have had a real test now, and you need have no fears
about their ability to cope with a serious emergency.

They were on the spot within minutes and operating
the whole time with coolness and dispatch.

Local officials, the American Red Cross, various fra-
ternal and civic organizations, and citizens in general,
immediately mobilized and quickly became organized to
provide medicine, clothing, shelter, and all other neces-
saries of life. Local hospitals made beds available to all
who needed hospitalization, much of such service being
offered on a free basis.

I am proud of the fact that state officials, including the
Commissioners of Public Safety, Public Works, Public
Health, and others, with all of their available manpower
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and equipment, moved in immediately to help relieve the
situation without regard to jurisdiction and red-tape, so
that I can now say to you that the critical problems of
hospitalization, health, shelter, food and clothing are
completely under control.

There are three problems demanding attention and re
quiring an expensive outlay in dollars and cents.

First is the problem of helping the cities and towns to
defray the immediate expense of providing the neces-
sities I have already referred to. I took it upon myself
to tell local officials to proceed to incur whatever obliga-
tion might be necessary to relieve the suffering of the
people in their communities. I was certain that you
would support me in this action.

Upon my return to the State House, I declared a state
of emergency under the provisions of the Civil De-
fense Act of 1950, as amended in 1951, whereby cities
and towns could proceed to borrow, outside their debt
limits, such sums as might be necessary to meet their
emergency obligations, in addition to such other funds
as might be available. But this immediate expense should,
in my opinion, represent an obligation of the entire state
community, not just the afflicted portion thereof.

I therefore recommend that you enact legislation to
provide for state reimbursement to the cities and towns
involved, to the extent of $5,000,000, which is the best
estimate presently obtainable of the cost of emergency
relief work, to be raised from whatever funds are avail-
able, or by borrowing, or by both, as you may determine.
That is the first problem.

The second problem will be that of assisting the cities
and towns involved to replace their losses of tax revenue
because of the enormous destruction of property. This,
of course, must also include some consideration for the
relief of the taxpayer, whose taxable property has been
destroyed for a substantial part at least of the taxable
year. The second problem does not demand action today.

Further study, however, will be necessary to determine
the extent to which both the property owner and the
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community will need relief and assistance. When all
the facts are clear, I shall submit further recommenda-
tions to you.

The third problem, and by far the greatest, is that of
rehabilitation and reconstruction of the devastated areas.
I am sure that I need not tell you that a great amount of
study must go into a determination of what needs to be
done to resurrect a blighted area where the damage in
property losses is estimated to approach seventy-five
millions of dollars. On that problem, too, I plan to com-
municate with you later, after we have determined what
assistance can be expected from the Federal government,
what damage is covered by private insurance, and what
other means may be available to protect our citizens.

My major desire today is simply to inform you that
the emergencies of the moment have been met tem-
porarily by our state and local officials, by non-govern-
mental agencies, by the rank and file of the citizens of
the Commonwealth, and to alert you to the problems
which will in the near future be presented to you.

There is a sentence which appears over and over again
in many of our public documents, in our commissions, in
our proclamations, and in innumerable other writings,
which many of us think has become hackneyed because
of constant and thoughtless repetition, but, after what I
have seen of the service of our people and the courage
with which they have faced disaster in the stricken areas
in the vicinity of Worcester, I shall repeat the expression
with the reverence that I believe we should always attach
to it:

God save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

Respectfully submitted,

CHRISTIAN A. HERTER,
Governor of the Commonwealth
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Three.

,\n Act relative to the alleviation of the financial

BURDEN IMPOSED ON CITIES, TOWNS AND COUNTIES BY

THE NINETEEN HUNDRED AND FIFTY-THREE TORNADO

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, which is to make available
3 at once the rights granted therein to the cities, towns
4 and counties affected by the disaster of June ninth,
5 therefore it is herein' declared to be an emergency
G law. necessary for the immediate preservation of the
7 public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 580 of the acts of 1951 is
2 hereby amended by adding at the end of section 1
3 thereof the following sentence: The commonwealth
4 shall reimburse, subject to the approval of the director
5 of civil defense, the cities, towns and counties affected
G by the disaster of June ninth in the current year,
7 annually an amount equal to their obligations of re-
-8 payment of any indebtedness incurred hereunder, and
9 shall reimburse them for any expenditures from avail-

-10 able funds and from sums raised by taxation for the
11 purposes authorized under section fifteen of chapter
12 six hundred and thirty-nine of the acts of nineteen
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13 hundred and fifty, provided that the total amount to
14 be paid by the commonwealth for such purposes shall
15 not exceed five million dollars.

1 Section 2. The reimbursement provisions of sec-
-2 tion one of this act shall be extended to cover reim-
-3 bursement to the cities, towns and counties annually
4 in an amount necessary to cover their obligations of
5 repayment of principal and interest of any indebted-
-6 ness authorized by such cities, towns and counties
7 prior to the effective date of this act without approval
8 of the emergency finance board, provided such ap-
-9 proval is obtained prior to such reimbursement.






