
SENATE .... No. 765

Senate, June 23, 1953.

The committees on Rules of the two branches, acting
concurrently, to whom was referred the Senate order
relative to the appointment of a joint special committee
to curb communism; the petition (accompanied by re-
solve, House, No. 1792) of James A. Burke for the ap-
pointment of a special commission (including members
of the General Court) to study communism and sub-
versive activities in educational, governmental, political
and industrial fields; the House order relative to the
appointment of a joint special commission to investigate
the infiltration of public and private educational insti-
tutions by the Communist Party or members thereof;
and the House order relative to the appointment of a
joint special committee to investigate the Communist
Part}' and communist-front organizations in the Com-
monwealth (severally referred, under Joint Rule 29), re-
port the accompanying Resolve (Senate, No. 765).

For the committee,

PHILIP G. BOWKER.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Three.

Resolve establishing a special commission to study

AND INVESTIGATE COMMUNISM AND SUBVERSIVE AC-

TIVITIES AND RELATED MATTERS IN THE COMMON-

WEALTH.

1 Resolved, That an unpaid special commission, to
2 consist of two members of the senate to be designated

3 by the president thereof, three members of the house
4 of representatives to be designated by the speaker
5 thereof, and two persons to be appointed by the gov-
-6 ernor, is hereby established for the purpose of con-
-7 ducting an investigation and study of the extent,
8 character and objects of communism and subversive
9 activities and related matters within the common-

-10 wealth: the diffusion within the commonwealth of
11 subversive and un-American propaganda that is in-
-12 stigated from foreign countries, or of a domestic
13 origin, and attacks the principle of the form of govern-
-14 ment as guaranteed by our constitution and all other
15 questions in relation thereto that would aid the gen-
-16 era! court in enacting any necessary remedial legisla-
-17 tion.
18 Said commission in making its investigation shall
19 consider all the aspects of such activities, including,
20 but not limiting, its investigation thereto, educa-
-21 tional, governmental, industrial and political ac-
-22 tivities. Said commission shall be provided with
23 quarters in the state house or elsewhere, shall hold
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24 public hearings, may travel within and without the
25 commonwealth, may sit during the session and re-
-26 cess of the general court, may require by summons
27 the attendance of such witnesses and the production
28 of such books, papers and documents, and take such
29 testimony as it deems necessary.

30 Upon a majority vote of the commission, summonses

31 shall he issued under the signature of the chairman ox-
-32 vice chairman, and shall be served by an officer of the
33 general court or by any person designated by the com-
-34 mission. The chairman or any member of the com-

-35 mission may administer oaths to witnesses. Every
36 person who, having been summoned as a witness by
37 said commission, or any sub-committee thereof, wil-
-38 fully makes default, or who, having appeared, refuses
39 to answer any question pertinent to the investigation
40 hereby authorized, shall be guilty of contempt and
41 shall be subject to a hue of two hundred dollars or by
42 imprisonment for not more than one month, or both.
43 The subject of any investigation in connection with
44 which witnesses are summoned shall be clearly stated
45 before the commencement of any hearings, and the
46 evidence sought to be elicited shall be relevant and
47 germane to the subject as so stated.
48 Any witness summoned at a public hearing and any
49 witness before a private hearing shall have the right
50 to be accompanied by counsel, who shall be per-
-51 mitted to advise the witness, while on the witness
52 stand, of his rights.

53 Every witness shall have the opportunity at the
54 conclusion of the examination by the commission to
55 supplement the testimony which he has given by
56 making a written or oral statement, which shall be
57 made part of the record, but such statement shall be
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58 confined to matters with regard to which he has
59 previously been examined.
60 Any person whose name is mentioned or who is
61 specifically identified and who believes that testi-
-62 mony or other evidence given in a public hearing be-
-63 fore the commission or any subcommittee thereof, or
64 comment made by any member of the commission or
65 its counsel, tends to defame him or otherwise ad-
-66 versely affects his reputation, shall be afforded the
67 following privileges:
68 (ft) He majr file with the commission a sworn state-
-69 meat concerning such testimony, evidence or comment,
70 which shall be made part of the record of such hearing.
71 ( b) He may appear personally before the commis-
-72 sion and testify in his own behalf.
73 Said commission, during its investigation, shall have
74 the assistance of the attorney general, the department
75 of education and such other departments, boards, com-
-76 missions and officers of the state government as may
77 be requested by said commission to assist and co-
-78 operate.

79 Said commission shall report its findings to the
80 general court at such time or times as it may deem
81 advisable, but in any event, shall file a final report
82 not later than June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and
83 fifty-four, and may expend for expenses and legal,
84 clerical and other assistance, such sums as may be
85 appropriated therefor.


