
HOUSE .... No. 522
By Mr. Means of Essex, petition of the Massachusetts Farm Bureau

Federation Inc. relative to the speed of motor buses carrying school
children. Highways and Motor Vehicles.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Four

An Act relative to transportation of school chil-
dren BY BUS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 90 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by striking out section 17, as most recently amended
3 by chapter 564 of the acts of 1948, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following:
5 Section 17. No person operating a motor vehicle
6 on any way shall run it at a rate of speed greater than
7 is reasonable and proper, having regard to traffic and
8 the use of the way and the safety of the public.
9 Unless a way is otherwise posted in accordance with

10 the provisions of section eighteen, it shall be prima
11 facie evidence of a rate of speed greater than is reason-
-12 able and proper as aforesaid if a motor vehicle is
13 operated on any way outside of a thickly settled or
14 business district at a rate of speed exceeding forty
15 miles per hour for the distance of a quarter of a mile,
16 or inside a thickly settled or business district at a rate
17 of speed exceeding twenty miles per hour for the dis-
-18 tance of one eighth of a mile, or in any place where
19 the operator’s view of the road traffic is obstructed
20 either upon approaching an intersecting way or in
21 traversing a crossing or intersection of ways, or in
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22 going around a corner or a curve in a way, at a rate
23 of speed exceeding fifteen miles per hour. If a speed
24 limit has been duly established upon any way, in
25 accordance with the provisions of said section, opera-
-26 tion of a motor vehicle at a rate of speed in excess of
27 such limit shall be prima facie evidence that such
28 speed is greater than is reasonable and proper; but,
29 notwithstanding such establishment of a speed limit,
30 every person operating a motor vehicle shall decrease
31 the speed of the same when a special hazard exists with
32 respect to pedestrians or other traffic, or by reason of
33 weather or highway conditions. No person shall op-
-34 erate a school bus at a rate of speed greater than is
35 reasonable and proper while actually engaged in car-
-36 rying school children.


