
HOUSE 663

By Mr. Ward of Fitchburg, petition of Joseph D. Ward for legisla-
tion relative to the appointment of members of the Board of Appeal
on Motor Vehicle Liability Policies and Bonds. Insurance.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Four

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 26 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by striking out section BA, as most recently amended
3 by chapter 94 of the acts of 1947, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following section:
5 Section BA. There shall be a board of appeal on
6 motor vehicle liability policies and bonds serving in
7 the division of insurance consisting of three members
8 to be appointed by the governor as follows: one for
9 a term of five years, one for a term of four years and

10 one for a term of three years. Upon the termination
11 of that period of time for which each was appointed,
12 their successors in office shall be appointed for a term
13 of five years. The compensation of the members
14 shall be determined by the governor and council.
15 Ihe member initially appointed for the term of five
16 years shall be the chairman of the board and any va-
-17 cancy shall be filled by the governor. With the ap-
-18 proval of the governor and council, the board may
19 appoint and remove a secretary and such clerical and
20 other assistants as its work may require. All expendi-
-21 tures incurred under this section shall be paid from
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22 the Highway Fund. The secretary shall keep a record
23 of all proceedings before the board, and he and such
24 clerical and other assistants shall perform such duties
25 as the board may direct. Any member of the board
26 shall have power to summon and compel the attend-
-27 ance and testimony of witnesses and the production
28 of books, records and documents and may administer
29 oaths. Sections nine and eleven of chapter two hun-
-30 dred and thirty-three shall apply to the board and
31 witnesses summoned before it. The fees of witnesses
32 before the board for attendance and travel shall be
33 the same as for witnesses before a court in civil cases
34 and need not be paid nor tendered to them prior to
35 their attendance, and shall be paid by the common-
-36 wealth upon the certificate of the board or a member
37 thereof filed with the comptroller. An office and a
38 room for hearings shall be provided by the common-
-39 wealth, to be assigned by the governor and council.
40 The board may hold hearings at any place within the
41 commonwealth and the members and secretary thereof
42 shall be allowed their necessary traveling and other
43 expenses in holding hearings outside the city of Bos-
-44 ton. The board, with the approval of the governor
45 and council, may make and amend reasonable rules
46 and regulations to expedite and regulate hearings and
47 the procedure before it.


