
HOUSE .... No. 868
By Messrs. Lombard of Fitchburg and Ward of Fitchburg, petition

of Gerald P. Lombard and Joseph D. Ward for legislation relative to
awarding of contracts by cities and towns where the lowest bidder is
a non-resident of the Commonwealth. State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Four.

An Act relative to the awarding of contracts by

CITIES AND TOWNS AND FOR THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF

LOCAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 44A of chapter 149 of the Gen-
-2 eral Laws, as amended, is hereby further amended by
3 adding at the end of the first sentence the following;
4 ; provided, that if said lowest responsible and
5 eligible bidder is a non-resident of Massachusetts said
6 contract may be awarded to a bidder who is a Massa-
-7 chusetts resident if the awarding authority deems that
8 it is in the public interest so to do.

1 Section 2. This act shall be submitted to the
2 registered voters of each city and town in the com-
-3 monwealth at the next state election in the form of
4 the following question, which shall be placed upon
5 the official ballot to be used at said election: “Shall
6 an act passed by the General Court in the current
7 year, entitled ‘An Act relative to the awarding of con-
-8 tracts by cities and towns and for the encouragement
9 of local economic development’, which provides that

10 the contracting authority of a city or town may award
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11 construction contracts to a bidder who is a Massa-
-12 chusetts resident even though he is not the lowest
13 responsible bidder, if the lowest responsible bidder is
14 a non-resident of Massachusetts and if the contract-
-15 ing authority considers it in the public interest to
16 award said contract to a Massachusetts resident, be
17 accepted?” This act shall take effect in each city and
18 town wherein a majority of the votes in answer to
19 said question is in the affirmative, but not otherwise.


