
HOUSE .... No. 916
By Messrs. Yerxa of Boston and Bayley of Boston, petition of

John E. Yerxa and James C. Bayley for creating the old Beacon Hill
district in the city of Boston and establishing a board of architectural
review and defining its powers and duties. Cities.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Four,

An Act creating the old beacon hill district in

THE CITY OF BOSTON AND ESTABLISHING A BOARD OF

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW AND DEFINING ITS POWERS
AND DUTIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

Clje Commontoealtf) of 9@asoacJ)usetto

1 Section 1. Creation of the District. There is
2 hereby created in the city of Boston a district to be
3 known as the “Old Beacon Hill District,” which is
4 bounded on the east by the state house; on the south
5 by Beacon street; on the west by River street, Public
6 Alley No. 301, and River house; and on the north by
7 a line running easterly up Revere street to Myrtle
8 street, then running southerly on Myrtle street and
9 continuing to the rear of 105 Pinckney street, then

10 easterly again along the rear bounds of the properties
11 on the north side of Pinckney street to the rear of
12 59 Anderson street, then northerly to Myrtle street,
13 easterly on Myrtle street to the east bound of 90
14 Myrtle street, then southerly to a private alley, then
15 easterly along said alley and the rear bounds of the
16 lots on the north side of Pinckney street to the rear
17 of 18 Joy street, then northerly to Myrtle street and
18 easterly on said street to Hancock street. The indi-
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19 vidual properties to be included in this district shall
20 be indicated on a map, a copy of which shall be kept
21 for public view in the office of the building commis-
-22 sioner.

1 Section 2. Purpose. —ln order to promote the
2 general welfare through the preservation, protection
3 and restoration of this district of historic and archi-
-4 tectural interest, application for building permits and
5 permits for change of occupancy in the old Beacon
6 Hill district must be approved by the Beacon Hill
7 board of architectural review as created herein, as to
8 exterior architectural features which are subject to
9 public view from a public street or way, before a build-

-10 ing permit or permit for change of occupancy may be
11 granted by the building commissioner. Such require-
-12 ment shall be in addition to the building code and
13 zoning law of the city of Boston.

1 Section 3. Beacon Hill Board of Architectural Re-
-2 vieu'. (a) The Beacon Hill board of architectural
3 review is hereby established. Such board shall con-

-4 sist of five citizens of the commonwealth. One mem-

-5 ber shall be appointed by the mayor from two persons
6 nominated by each of the following organizations;
7 Boston Society of Architects, Beacon Hill Association,
8 and Society for the Preservation of New England An-
-9 tiquities. The nominees of these three organizations
10 shall all be members of either American Institute of
11 Architects, American Society of Landscape Archi-
-12 tects or American Institute of Decorators. A fourth
13 member shall also be appointed by the mayor from
14 two realtors nominated by the Boston real estate
15 board. Nominations are to be made by the executive
16 board of each of these organizations. The fifth mem-

-17 ber shall be appointed by the building commissioner
18 of the city of Boston from his department, and this
19 member shall serve as secretary of the board and the
20 liaison between the board and the building depart-
-21 ment.
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22 (b ) The Beacon Hill board of architectural review
23 shall elect its own chairman from among the four
24 appointees of the mayor. If a member of said board
25 is unable to sit on a case or has any financial interest
26 in a property under discussion or is related to a per-
-27 son who has, his place shall be filled for that case by
28 an alternate appointed in the same manner as pro-
-29 vided in paragraph (a) of this section.
30 (c) In case any organization entitled to make
31 nominations shall fail to make the same within thirty
32 days after a written request by the mayor, he may
33 appoint a member of his own choice. The term of
34 office of the members shall be for three years, except
35 the term of two members of the original board shall
36 expire within three years; two within two years and
37 one within one year of the date of appointment. An
38 appointment to fill a casual vacancy shall be only for
39 the unexpired portion of the term.
40 id) The four appointees of the mayor shall serve
41 without salary and the member from the building de-
-42 partment shall serve as part of his official duties with-
-43 out extra compensation. All necessary stenographic,
44 clerical, postage and other expense shall be furnished
45 by the building department.

1 Section 4. Meetings. The Beacon Hill board of
2 architectural review shall meet within ten days after
3 notification by the building commissioner of the filing
4 of an application for a building permit or permit for
5 change of occupancy for a case upon which it is re-
-6 quired to pass, and at such other times as the board
7 may determine, or upon call of the chairman or any
8 two members.

1 Section 5. Powers and Duties of Board. (a) It
2 shall be the function of the Beacon Hill board of
3 architectural review to pass upon the appropriateness
4 of exterior architectural features of buildings and
5 structures hereafter erected, reconstructed, altered,
6 restored or used in the old Beacon Hill district, where-
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7 ever such exterior features are subject to public view
8 from a public street or way, even though they may
9 abut on a private street or way.

10 (6) Ail plans, elevations and other information nec-
-11 essary to determine the appropriateness of the features
12 to be passed upon, together with a copy of the ap-
-13 plication for building permit or change of occupancy
14 shall be made available to the Beacon Hill board of
15 architectural review through the office of the building
16 commissioner.
17 (c) The Beacon Hill board of architectural review
18 in passing upon cases shall consider, among other
19 things, the general design, arrangement, texture, ma-
-20 terial, and color of the building or structure in question,
21 and the relation of such factors to similar features of
22 buildings in the immediate surroundings. The Beacon
23 Hill board of architectural review shall not consider
24 relative size of buildings in plan, interior arrange-
-25 ment, or building features not subject to public view;
26 nor shall it make requirements except for the purpose
27 of preventing developments obviously incongruous to
28 the old historic and architectural aspects of the sur-
-29 roundings.
30 (d) No building within the old Beacon Hill dis-
-31 trict shall be razed without first obtaining a permit
32 approved by the Beacon Hill board of architectural
33 review, and said board shall be empowered to refuse
34 such a permit for any structure of such architectural
35 or historic interest, the removal of which in the
36 opinion of said board would be detrimental to the
37 public interest of the city of Boston.

1 Section 6. Disapproval Procedure. —ln case of
2 disapproval, the Beacon Hill board of architectural
3 review shall state its reasons therefor in a written
4 statement to the applicant, and may advise the ap-
-5 plicant and make recommendations thereto in regard
6 to appropriateness of design, arrangement, texture,
7 material, color and the like, of the property involved.
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1 Section 7. Approval Procedure. Upon approval
2 of the plans the Beacon Hill board of architectural
3 review shall forthwith transmit a report to the building
4 commissioner stating the basis upon which such ap-
-5 proval was made and cause a certificate of appro-
-6 priateness to be issued to the applicant. If said
7 board shall fail to take final action upon any case
8 within forty-five days after receiving notification
9 from the building commissioner as provided in sec-

-10 tion four, the case shall be deemed to be approved,
11 unless by mutual agreement the time limit be ex-
-12 tended.

1 Section 8. Nothing contained in this act shall be
2 construed as superseding or affecting any act of the
3 legislature or ordinance of the city of Boston hereto-
-4 fore enacted relating to the alteration, repair or
5 demolition of unsanitary or unsafe dwellings or other
6 structures.

1 Section 9. In the event any commission, board
2 or organization named in this act shall cease to exist
3 or become inactive, the mayor shall have the duty to
4 name the active commission, board, organization or
5 similar body which most nearly carries on the functions
6 of the defunct body.

1 Section 10. In case any section, paragraph or
2 part of this act be for any reason declared invalid
3 or held unconstitutional by any court of last resort,
4 every other section, paragraph or part shall continue
5 in full force and effect.








