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By Mr. Brox of Dracut (by request), petition of Ernst Makechnie
relative to the establishment of a division of social science in the
Department of Education. Education.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Four.

An Act to authorize the establishment of a divi-

sion OF SOCIAL SCIENCE IN THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF

EDUCATION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. A division of social science is hereby
2 established in the state department of education.
3 The object of the new department is to employ highly
4 trained specialists to rotate through the schools of
5 the commonwealth at least once each year giving in-
-6 struction on character education and related subjects
7 as provided by law, to promote higher standards of
8 culture and a finer civilization, and to demonstrate
9 the methods by which a beautiful spirit may be given
10 to children.

1 Section 2. Social science, as used in this act
2 and as supervised by the state department of educa-
-3 tion, hereinafter called the department, shall have
4 the following meaning, namely, the extension of
5 knowledge, the growth of intelligence, the making
6 of an art of the technique of human relations, to stim-
-7 ulate the power of pupils to think, and to say and do
8 the right thing at the right time.

1 Section 3. The division of social science shall be
2 headed by a director, with authority to nominate
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3 specialists and assistants for election by the depart-
-4 ment, but before employing a director, and other per-
-5 sonnel, they shall be required, under the penalty of
6 perjury, to state that for a period of five years pre-
-7 vious to signing this statement, they have not used
8 any narcotics, except tea, coffee, cola and medica-
-9 tion given by a registered nurse or physician.

1 Section 4. The slow, painstaking, repetitive
2 methods as employed by scientists shall be used in
3an effort to obtain adequate results. Music, the
4 drama, the radio, television and motion pictures
5 may be used as part of the discipline of social science.
6 Special attention shall be given to the younger pupils,
7 those below the teen age, but the older children shall
8 not be neglected.

1 Section 5. Personnel employed in the division
2 of social science shall be required to join the state pen-
-3 sion association, or the teachers’ retirement associa-
-4 tion. They shall receive the same tenure protection
5 as is accorded to teachers in public schools. It shall
6 be the duty of school committees to give full co-op-
-7 eration to the department in its teaching of social sci-
-8 ence. Acts, or parts of acts, inconsistent herewith
9 are hereby repealed.

1 Section 6. The sum of seventy-five hundred dol-
-2 lars is hereby appropriated to make a beginning in
3 carrying out the provisions of this act.


