
HOUSE .... No. 1163
By Mr. Caples of Boston, petition of Richard R. Caples for a legis-

lative amendment to the Constitution relating to the redistricting of
the Senate and House of Representatives and for changing the terms
of office of the members of such bodies. Constitutional Law.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Four

Proposal for a legislative amendment to the con-
stitution FOR THE PURPOSE OF REDISTRICTING THE
SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES PROVIDING
FOR THE ELECTION OF TWO SENATORS AND TWO REPRE-
SENTATIVES FROM EACH SUCH DISTRICT, AND FOR

CHANGING THE TERM OF OFFICE OF EACH TO FOUR

YEARS.

1 A majority of all the members elected to the Sen-
-2 ate and House of Representatives, in joint session,
3 hereby declares it to be expedient to alter the Consti-
-4 tution by the adoption of the following Article of
5 Amendment, to the end that it may become a part
6 of the Constitution [if similarly agreed to in a joint
7 session of the next General Court and approved by
8 the people at the state election next following]:

9 ARTICLE OF AMENDMENT.

10 Article lof section II of chapter lof the Constitu-
-11 tion is hereby amended by striking out in the third
12 line thereof the word “forty” and inserting in place
13 thereof the word: twenty.
14 Article II of section 111 of chapter lof the Consti-
-15 tution is hereby amended by striking out the same
16 and inserting in place thereof the following:
17 The house of representatives shall consist of two
18 hundred and forty members. The general court shall,
19 at its first regular session after the return of each
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20 special enumeration, divide the commonwealth into
21 one hundred and twenty districts of contiguous terri-
-22 tory, each district to contain, as nearly as may be,
23 an equal number of legal voters, according to said
24 special enumeration; provided, however, that no
25 town or ward of a city shall be divided therefor; and
26 such districts shall be formed, as nearly as may be,
27 without uniting two counties, or parts of two or more
28 counties, into one district. The general court may
29 by law limit the time within which judicial proceed-
-30 ings may be instituted calling in question such divi-
-31 sion. Each district shall elect two representatives.
32 Article LX IV of the Amendments to the Constitu-
-33 tion is hereby amended by striking out in line three
34 the words “senators and representatives” and insert-
-35 ing in place thereof, following the end of the second
36 sentence in said paragraph, the following: After the
37 adoption of this amendment and at the first state
38 election following the same, the senators and repre-
-39 sentatives receiving the highest vote in their respective
40 districts shall be elected for a term of four years, and
41 the senators and representatives receiving the next
42 highest vote shall be elected for a term of two years.
43 After said first election shall have been held, one
44 senator and one representative from each district
45 shall be elected biennially to serve for a term of four
46 years.


