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By Mr. Murphy of Malden, petition of Robert F. Murphy that the

Attorney General be requested to take steps to recover the interest
of the Commonwealth in certain submerged lands. Constitutional
Law.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Four.

Resolve requesting the attorney general to take
STEPS TO RECOVER THE INTEREST OF THE COMMON-
WEALTH IN THE SUBMERGED LANDS.

1 Whereas, The Supreme Court of the United State
2 repeatedly ruled in the cases of United States i
3 California, 332 U. S. 19, United States v. Louisiana,
4 339 U. S. 699, and United States v. Texas, 339 U. S.
5 707 that all of the states of the Union, and the people
6 thereof, are possessed of paramount rights in, and
7 full dominion and power over, the lands, minerals
8 and other things underlying the Pacific ocean and the
9 gulf of Mexico, outside of the inland waters, lying

10 seaward of the ordinary low-water mark on the coast
11 of each of these states, and extending seaward three
12 nautical miles in the case of California, twenty-seven
13 marine miles in the case of Louisiana and to the outer
14 edge of the continental shelf in the case of Texas,
15 and that none of these states has any title thereto or
16 property interest in these lands, minerals and other
17 things; and
18 Whereas, Such lands lying off the coasts of the states
19 of California, Louisiana and Texas contain vast oil,
20 natural gas and mineral deposits of great value which
21 have been developed and are capable of further devel-
-22 opment to the advantage of all of the states of the
23 Union, and the people thereof; and
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24 Whereas, In the development of such oil and min-
25 era! deposits the United States would realize untold
26 billions of dollars in rents and royalties which could
27 be used for the benefit ofall of the states of the Union
28 and the people thereof; and
29 Whereas, The United States has already collected
30 in rents and royalties from the development of such
31 deposits a trust fund in excess of sixty million dollars
32 which it holds for the benefit of all of the states of
33 the Union, and the people thereof; and
34 Whereas, Legislation was introduced into the
35 eighty-third and prior Congresses of the United
36 States making this trust fund and future rents and
37 royalties accruing thereto available for the advance-
38 ment of education, both public and private, for the
39 benefit of all of the states of the Union, and the people
40 thereof; and
41 Whereas, The Congress of the United States on
42 May fifth, nineteen hundred and fifty-three, enacted,
43 and the President of the United States on May

44 twenty-second, nineteen hundred and fifty-three, ap-
45 proved, the Submerged Lands Act (Public Law 31 of
46 the 83rd Congress) which purported to release and
47 assign to certain states, among which are the states of
48 California, Louisiana and Texas, all title to and
49 ownership in the lands beneath the sea extending
50 seaward from the ordinary low-water mark three
51 geographical miles into the Atlantic and Pacific
52 oceans and three marine leagues into the gulf of
53 Mexico, and the marginal sea and the oil and mineral
54 deposits contained therein, and which directed that
55 the trust fund in excess of sixty million dollars held
56 by the United States for the benefit of all of the
57 states of the Union, and the people thereof, be paid
58 to the states of California, Louisiana and Texas; and
59 Whereas, The Submerged Lands Act, if found to be
60 constitutional, will seriously prejudice the rights of
61 the citizens of the commonwealth of Massachusetts
62 and impede the advancement of education, both pub-
-63 lie and private, in the commonwealth; and
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64 Whereas, Action has been taken by the state of
65 Arkansas in the United States District Court for the
66 District of Columbia and by the state of Alabama in
67 the Supreme Court of the United States challenging
68 the constitutionality of the Submerged Lands Act
69 and the breach of trust it purports to authorize, and
70 other states of the Union contemplate similar action;
71 now, therefore, be it
72 Resolved, That the attorney general of the common-
-73 wealth is requested to institute suit on behalf of the
74 commonwealth in an appropriate court of the United
75 States seeking a declaration that the Submerged
76 Lands Act is unconstitutional and that the common-
-77 wealth and its citizens, in common with the other
78 states of the Union, and the people thereof, have
79 paramount rights in, and full dominion over, the
80 lands, minerals and other things which the Submerged
81 Lands Act purported to release and assign to certain
82 states, and ownership of the trust fund in excess of
83 sixty million dollars, which this act authorized to be
84 paid to the states of California, Louisiana and Texas;
85 and be it further
86 Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be for-
-87 warded by the secretary of state to the presiding officer
88 of each branch of the Congress and to each member
89 thereof from this commonwealth.




