
HOUSE 1322

By Mr. Scibelli of Springfield, petition of Daniel B. Brunton (mayor
of Springfield) and Anthony M. Scibelli for legislation to clarify cer-
tain provisions of law relating to plumbing. Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Four

An Act clarifying the provisions of law relative
TO PLUMBING.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, which is to relieve persons,
3 firms and corporations of unnecessary delay and ex-
-4 pense in the construction, alteration and maintenance
5 of the pipes, fittings, tanks, valves and fixtures
6 through which water other than waste water is used
7 or carried; therefore
8 It is hereby declared to be an emergency law,
9 necessary for the immediate preservation of the public

10 convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 142 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out section 1 of said
3 chapter and inserting in place thereof the following;
4 Section 1. In this chapter the following words
5 shall have the following meanings:
6 “Certificate”, a certificate of registration issued in
7 accordance with section three of chapter five hundred
8 and thirty-six of the acts of nineteen hundred and
9 nine, section two of chapter five hundred and ninety-

-10 seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and ten or chap-
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11 ter live hundred and eighteen of the acts of nineteen
12 hundred and twelve.
13 “Commercial piping”, see “Process piping.”
14 “Examiners”, the board of state examiners of
15 plumbers appointed under section thirty-six of chap-
-16 ter thirteen.
17 “Fire extinguishing piping”, the pipes, fittings,
18 tanks, faucets and valves by and through which water
19 or another liquid or gas is used or carried for fire ex-
-20 tinguishing purposes.
21 “Gas piping”, the pipes, fittings, tanks, valves,
22 fixtures and appliances by and through which gas is
23 used or carried for domestic or culinary purposes.
24 “Hot water tank”, a range boiler, tank, vessel or
25 container, ferrous or non-ferrous, in which water is to
26 be heated or stored under pressure for domestic,
27 culinary or sanitary purposes.
28 “Journeyman”, a person who himself does any work
29 in plumbing subject to inspection under any law,
30 ordinance, by-law, rule or regulation.
31 “Master plumber”, a plumber having a regular
32 place of business and who, by himself or journeyman
33 plumbers in his employ, perform plumbing work.
34 “Plumbing ” and “Plumbing Work ”, the occupation
35 or trade of installing, maintaining, replacing, altering
36 or repairing the pipes, fittings, tanks, valves and fix-
-37 tures by and through which waste water or sewage is
38 carried, the pipes and fittings to provide circulation of
39 air to and from any part of a drainage system, water
40 piping, hot water tanks and storm water piping, in-
-41 eluding in the above all the appurtenances, but ex-
-42 eluding commercial piping, fire extinguishing piping,
43 air conditioning systems, refrigeration systems, heat-
-44 ing systems, gas and process piping and work which
45 is done by or under the supervision or control of mu-
-46 nicipal water plants or departments, municipal light-
-47 ing plants or departments, agencies or units operated
48 by or under the supervision or control of the com-
-49 monwealth or of any city or town within the common-
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50 wealth, public utilities, and industries in the opera-
-51 tion of a maintenance department, provided that
52 any extension of pipes through which waste water or
53 sewage is carried and the vent pipes connected there-
-54 with shall be subject to the other provisions of this
55 chapter.
56 “Plumbing fixture”, a receptacle which receives
57 water or another liquid or water-borne waste and dis-
-58 charges it into a drainage system with which it is
59 directly or indirectly connected.
60 “Practical plumber”, a person who has learned the
61 business of plumbing by working for at least two
62 years as an apprentice or under a verbal agreement
63 for instruction and who has then worked for at least
64 one year as a journeyman plumber.
65 “Process piping”, the pipes, fittings, tanks, faucets,
66 valves and fixtures by and through which water or
67 another liquid or gas is used or carried for any fabri-
-68 eating, manufacturing, converting, altering, finishing
69 or assembling.

70 “Registered”, registered in accordance with section
71 three of chapter five hundred and thirty-six of the
72 acts of nineteen hundred and nine, section two of
73 chapter five hundred and ninety-seven of the acts of
74 nineteen hundred and ten or chapter five hundred and
75 eighteen of the acts of nineteen hundred and twelve.
76 “Storm water piping”, the pipes, fittings and valves
77 within a building or other structure by and through
78 which storm water is carried.
79 “Water piping”, the pipes, fittings, faucets, valves
80 and fixtures by and through which water is used or
81 carried for domestic, culinary or sanitary purposes.

1 Section 2. Chapter 142 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out section 13 of said
3 chapter and inserting in place thereof the following: -

4 Section 13. Each city, except Boston, and each
5 town which has five thousand inhabitants or more or
6 which has a system of water supply or sewerage, shall
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7 by ordinance or by-law prescribe regulations for the
8 materials, construction, alteration and inspection of
9 all plumbing as defined and limited by this chapter and

10 shall provide that plumbing shall not be done in any
11 building or other structure in such city or town, ex-
-12 cept in accordance with plans approved by said in-
-13 spector of buildings, if any, otherwise by the board
14 of health; and shall provide further that no plumbing
15 shall be done, except to repair leaks, without a permit
16 first being issued therefor, upon such terms and con-
-17 ditions as such cities or towns shall prescribe. This
18 section shall not prevent boards of health from mak-
-19 ing such regulations relative to plumbing and house
20 drainage authorized by law prior to July sixth, eight-
-21 een hundred and ninety-four, as are not inconsistent
22 with any ordinance or by-law made under authority
23 of this section.


