
No. 1358HOUSE
By Mr. Gott of Arlington, petition of William A. Schan (Chairman

of the State Tax Commission) for an amendment of the law relating
to valuation and appraisal of property in connection with the taxa-
tion of legacies and successions. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Four.

An Act relative to valuation and appraisal of
PROPERTY IN CONNECTION WITH THE TAXATION OF

LEGACIES AND SUCCESSIONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1 . Chapter sixty-five of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out section twenty-five,
3 as most recently amended by section one of chapter
4 four hundred and ninety-four of the acts of nineteen
5 hundred and thirty-nine, and inserting in place thereof
6 the following section:
7 Section 25. The value of property upon which a
8 tax under this chapter is to be computed shall be de-
-9 termined by the commissioner. There may be ex-

-10 eluded from any determination of value any prop-
-11 erty on which information satisfactory to the com-
-12 missioner has not been furnished to him, or any prop-
-13 erty in which the decedent had a vested interest com-
-14 ing into possession and enjoyment at a future time,
15 and with respect to such excluded property or any
16 part thereof valuation shall be made by the commis-
-17 sioner when satisfactory information is furnished or
18 otherwise becomes available to him, or the property
19 comes into possession and enjoyment, as the case may
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20 be. Notice of any determination of value by the
21 commissioner under this section shall be mailed by
22 him to the persons by whom the tax is payable, and
23 such determination shall be final as to all property
24 valued therein unless the value so determined shall be
25 reduced or altered as provided in this and the follow-
-26 ing section.
27 At any time within three months after such de-
-28 termination of value, any person interested in the
29 succession, or the executor, administrator or trustee,
30 may appeal from the determination to the appellate
31 tax board.

1 Section 2. Said chapter sixty-five is hereby fur-
-2 ther amended by striking out section twenty-six, as
3 most recently amended by section eighty-nine of chap-
-4 ter six hundred and fifty-four of the acts of nineteen
5 hundred and fifty-three, and inserting in place thereof
6 the following section;
7 Section 26. At any time within one month after
8 the date of mailing of notice of any determination of
9 value by the commissioner under the preceding sec-

-10 tion, the state tax commission may, at the request of
11 the persons by whom the tax is payable or any per-
-12 son interested in the succession, or the executor, ad-
-13 ministrator or trustee, alter such determination of
14 value. If any such alteration is made, the said com-
-15 mission shall notify the commissioner and the said
16 persons of the alteration. Any person aggrieved by
17 any decision of the said commission in altering or
18 refusing to alter such a determination of value may
19 appeal therefrom, within two months after the mail-

-20 ing of the notice of the decision of the commission, by
21 filing a petition with the clerk of the appellate tax
22 board. Failure of the commission to mail notice of
23 its decision within such two months shall be deemed
24 a refusal of the commission to alter the determination.
25 If the commission shall refuse to alter such a deter-
-26 mination of value, the appellants may, within one
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27 month after such refusal, appeal to the appellate tax
28 board as aforesaid. Said board shall appraise such
29 property as has been valued by the commissioner or
30 the commission, as the case may be, at its value as of
31 the date of death of the decedent, shall give notice of
32 its decision to the commissioner, the commission and
33 the appellant, and shall make return thereof to the
34 probate court. Such return, when accepted by the
35 court, shall be final except that any party aggrieved
36 by such appraisal shall have an appeal on matters of
37 law.
38 In all proceedings before the appellate tax board,
39 or in the probate court under this and the preceding
40 section, the commissioner or the commission, as the
41 case may be, shall receive notice thereof and may be
42 heard.




