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By Mr. McCarthy of East Bridgewater, petition of the Massachu-
setts Selectmen’s Association that cities and towns be required to
pool certain appropriations for insect pest control with the State
Treasurer to be used for the suppression of the gypsy moth and rela-
tive to the expenditure of such funds. Conservation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Four.

An Act requiring cities and towns to pool one
HALF OF CERTAIN APPROPRIATIONS FOR INSECT PEST

CONTROL WITH THE STATE TREASURER TO BE USED FOR
THE SUPPRESSION OF THE GYPSY MOTH AND TO BE EX-

PENDED BY THE CHIEF MOTH SUPERINTENDENT UNDER

THE DIRECTION OF AND WITH THE APPROVAL OF THE
COMMISSIONER OF NATURAL RESOURCES.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 prevent its taking effect at the time of year when
3 effective suppression of the gypsy moth must be
4 undertaken, therefore it is hereby declared to be an
5 emergency law, necessary for the immediate preserva-
-6 tion of the public convenience.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 622 of the acts of 1952 is hereby amended
2 by striking out section 1 and inserting in place thereof
3 the following:
4 Section 1. In the fiscal year ending June thirtieth,
5 nineteen hundred and fifty-three, and in each fiscal
6 year thereafter until the expiration of this act, the
7 chief moth superintendent, hereinafter called the
8 chief superintendent, with the approval and under
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9 the supervision of the commissioner of natural re-
-10 sources, hereinafter called the commissioner, may
11 suppress the gypsy and brown tail moths, their
12 larvae, pupae, nests and caterpillars (heretofore and
13 herein declared to be public nuisances) in all cities
14 and towns of the commonwealth, and in all parks,
15 forests and reservations of the commonwealth; pro-
-16 vided, that the exercise of the authority hereby
17 granted to the chief superintendent shall not relieve
18 the cities and towns of their obligation to suppress
19 said public nuisances, as provided in chapter one hun-
-20 dred and thirty-two of the General Laws. The cost
21 of the work of the chief superintendent, in suppressing
22 said public nuisances in cities and towns, shall be
23 certified by him to the state treasurer, and shall be
24 collected from the cities and towns in the manner pro-
-25 vided by section twenty of chapter fifty-nine of the
26 General Laws; provided, that no city or town, in
27 any fiscal year, shall be required to pay for such work
28 more than one half the amount of its liability for the
29 suppression of insect pests described as public nui-
-30 sances in section eleven of said chapter one hundred
31 and thirty-two, in the full year next preceding the
32 effective date of this act; and provided, further, that
33 no city or town shall be ordered by the commissioner,
34 under section sixteen of. said chapter one hundred and
35 thirty-two, to expend in any one full calendar year
36 on the suppression of such public nuisances by it an
37 amount exceeding the amount permitted under said
38 section sixteen reduced by the amount collected by
39 the state treasurer from such city or town in the pre-
-40 ceding fiscal year under the provisions of this act.


