
HOUSE .... No. 1882
By Mr. Ward of Fitchburg, petition of Joseph D. Ward for pro-

viding for the certification of titles of motor vehicles and trailers.
Highways and Motor Vehicles.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Four.

An Act providing for the certification of titles
OF MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAILERS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 90 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by inserting after section 2 the following section:
3 Section 2A. (1) Certificate of Title Required. —

4 (a) No person who is a resident of this common-
-5 wealth shall own a motor vehicle, trailer or semi-
-6 trailer, in this commonwealth unless a certificate of
7 title therefor shall have been obtained as provided
8 in this act;
9 (5) Provided, That manufacturers and jobbers

10 shall not be required to obtain certificate of title
11 for new motor vehicles, trailers or semi-trailers when
12 consigned by such manufacturers or jobbers to
13 dealers; and further provided, that dealers need
14 not obtain certificate of title for new motor vehicles,
15 trailers or semi-trailers until and before sale thereof.
16 Penalty. Any person violating the provisions of
17 subsection (a) of this section shall, upon conviction
18 before any court of the commonwealth, be sentenced
19 to pay a fine of twenty-five dollars and cost of prose-
-20 cution, and, in default of the payment thereof, shall
21 undergo imprisonment for not more than ten days.
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22 (2) Application for Certificate of Title. (a) Ap-
-23 plication for a certificate of title shall be made upon
24 a form prescribed and furnished by the registrar;
25 and shall be accompanied by the fee prescribed in
26 this act; and shall contain a full description of the
27 motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer, the actual or
28 bona fide address and name of the owner, together
29 with a statement of the applicant’s title, and of any
30 liens or encumbrances upon said motor vehicle,
31 trailer or semi-trailer, and whether possession is held
32 subject to a chattel mortgage or under a lease, con-
-33 tract of conditional sale or other like agreement. The
34 application shall be signed and verified by oath or
35 affirmation by the applicant, if a natural person;
36 in the case of an association, by a member or part-
-37 ner thereof; and in the case of a corporation, by an
38 executive officer thereof or some person specifically
39 authorized by said corporation to sign the applica-

attached written evidence of
gistrar shall use reasonable

40 tion, to which shall be
41 his authority. The rc
42 diligence in ascertains
43 stated in said applicati
44 that the applicant is th
45 vehicle, trailer or sem
46 titled to have the same

; whether or not the facts
n are true, and, if satisfied
lawful owner of such motor
trailer, or is otherwise en-
title in his name, the regis-

47 trar shall issue a certificate of title, bearing the sig-
-48 nature or facsimile signature of the registrar, or such
49 officer of the registrar as he shall designate, and
50 sealed with the seal of the commonwealth.
51 (6) If a motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer is
52 used as collateral for a loan after a certificate of
53 title has been issued, the lien thereof may be re-
-54 corded by making application for a duplicate certifi-
-55 cate of title on a form prescribed and furnished by
56 the registrar.
57 (3) Contents, Delivery, Effect and Life of Certifi-
-58 cate of Title. (a) A certificate of title shall contain
59 such description and other evidence of identification
60 of the motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer for which
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it is issued as the registrar may deem necessary, to-
gether with a statement of any liens or encumbrances
which the applicant may show to be thereon, to-
gether with the name and address of the holder or
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64

holders of any such lien; or encumbrances65
no liens or encumbrances
trailer or semi-trailer, the

be delivered to the owner,

(5) Where there are
upon the motor vehicle
certificate of title shall

66
67
68

but otherwise it shall be delivered to the person69
holding the first lien or encumbrance upon said motor
vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer, and shall be retained

70
71

by such person until the entire amount of such first72
lien or encumbrance is fully paid by the owner of73
said motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer. The out-74

75 standing certificate of title, when issued by the regis
76 trar showing a lien or encumbrance, shall be ade-
77 quate notice to the commonwealth, creditors, sub-
78 sequent mortgagees, lienors, encumbrancers and
79 purchasers that a lien against the motor vehicle,

trailer or semi-trailer exists, and failure to transfer80
possession of the vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer sha81

82 not invalidate said lien or encumbrance. Upon pay-
-83 ment of anv lien or encumbrance, the outstanding

84 certificate of title shall be delivered immediately to
the owner of said motor vehicle, trailer or semi-8o

86 trailer with proper evidence of satisfaction of same,
87 providing there are no subsequent liens or encum-
88 brances. If there are any subsequent liens or en-
-89 cumbrances upon the motor vehicle, trailer or semi-

trailer, the outstanding certificate of title, upon90
payment of any lien or encumbrance, shall be re-91

92 turned to the registrar by the person whose lien or
encumbrance has been discharged by such payment93
within forty-eight hours of such payment. A cor-94
rected certificate of title, together with a statement95
of the remaining liens or encumbrances on record,96
shall be delivered to the person holding the next97
lien or encumbrance upon said motor vehicle, trail e98
or semi-trailer, and be retained by such person until99
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100 the entire amount of such lien or encumbrance is
101 fully paid by the owner of said motor vehicle, trailer
102 or semi-trailer. A corrected certificate of title with-
103 out statement of liens or encumbrances shall be issued
104 by the registrar, upon request of the owner, when
105 the outstanding certificate of title is returned with
106 proper evidence that all recorded liens or encum-
107 brances have been satisfied, or when the outstanding
108 certificate of title cannot be returned and proper
109 evidence is produced that all recorded liens or en-
110 cumbrances have been satisfied, or when the lien or
111 encumbrance upon the motor vehicle, trailer or semi-
112 trailer has not been renewed within the three years
113 immediately preceding the issuance of such corrected
114 certificate of title.
115 (c) An encumbrance or lien may be renewed within
116 the six months immediately preceding its expiration
117 for as many one-year periods as may be necessary
118 by the holder of such encumbrance or lien, upon a
119 form furnished by the registrar, which shall be signed
120 by, and verified by oath or affirmation of, the holder
121 of the encumbrance or lien.
122 (d) A certificate of title may be renewed when
123 record of certificate of title has been cancelled by
124 the registrar.
125 Penalty. Any person failing to deliver upon de-
126 mand a satisfied certificate of title, as required by
127 the provisions of subsection (5) of this section, shall,
128 upon conviction before any court of the common-
129 wealth, for a first offence, be sentenced to pay a fine
130 of ten dollars and costs of prosecution, and, in de-
-131 fault of the payment thereof, shall undergo impris-
-132 onment for not more than five days, and for every
133 subsequent failure to deliver upon demand such
134 satisfied certificate of title, be sentenced to pay a fine
135 of twenty-five dollars and costs of prosecution, and,
136 in default of the payment thereof, shall undergo im-
-137 prisonment for not more than ten days.
138 Any person failing to return to the department a
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certificate of title, where there are subsequent liens
or encumbrances, for correction and delivery, as re-
quired by the provisions of subsection (6) of this
section, shall, upon conviction before any court of
the commonwealth be sentenced to pay a fine of ten
dollars and costs of prosecution, and, in default of
the payment thereof, shall undergo imprisonment
for not more than five days, and for every subse-
quent failure to return such certificate of title shall
be sentenced to pay a fine of twenty-five dollars and
costs of prosecution, and, in default of the payment
thereof, shall undergo imprisonment for not more
than ten days; provided, that no person shall be
deemed guilty of a violation of this section if he shall
deliver the certificate of title to the registrar within
forty-eight hours of the satisfaction of any lien or
encumbrance.
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(4) Issuance of Certificate of Title. It shall be
lawful for the registrar to issue, in the name of the
first owner of a new or rebuilt motor vehicle, trailer
or semi-trailer, a certificate of title, if such owner pre-
sents to the registrar an application for certificate of
title duly made and acknowledged by the manufac-
turer, jobber or dealer, and assigned to such owner,
accompanied by the fees prescribed in this act.
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164 (5) Correction of Certificate of Title. When it is

shown by proper evidence, upon investigation, and
good cause appearing therefor, that any certificate
of title has been issued in error to a person not en-
titled thereto, or contains incorrect information due
to any cause, the registrar shall notify in writing the
person to whom such certificate has been issued and
such person shall immediately return such certificate
of title within forty-eight hours, together with any
other information necessary for the adjustment of
the registrar’s records, and upon receipt thereof, the
registrar shall cancel such certificate and issue a cor-
rected certificate of title without fee.
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Penalty. Any person violating any of the provi-177
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178 sions of this section shall, upon conviction before
any court of the commonwealth, be sentenced to179
pay a fine of twenty-five dollars and costs of prosecu-ISO
tion, amj, in default thereof, shall undergo imprison-181
ment for not more than ten days182

(6) Duplicate Certificate of Title. In the event of183
a lost, destroyed, defaced or illegible certificate of184
title, or for the purpose of recording a lien against185
any motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer, which lien186
arises after the original certificate of title has been187
issued, an application may be made to the registrar188
for a duplicate, upon a form prescribed and fur-189
nished by the registrar, which shall be signed by the190
owner and sworn to before a notary public or other191
officer empowered to administer oaths, and accom-192
panied by the fee provided in this act. Thereupon193
the registrar shall issue a duplicate certificate of194
title to the owner or person entitled to receive same195
under the provisions of this act.196

197 (7) Assignment of Certificate of Title. (a) In the
event of the sale or transfer of the ownership of a198
motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer for which cer-199
tificate of title has been issued, the owner of such200
motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer shall execute201
an assignment of the certificate of title to the pi202
chaser or transferee, with warranty of title, with a203

204 statement of all liens, encumbrances or legal claim
205 on said motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer, the name

and address of the holder of said her206
or legal claims, sworn to before a notary pub!ic or207

208 other officer empowered to administer oaths, and
209 deliver the same to the purchaser or transferee at
210 the time of the delivery to him of such motor ve-

hide, trailer or semi-trailer.211
( b ) The purchaser or transferee, except as herein212

213 provided, shall, within fifteen days of such assign-
-214 ment or reassignment of certificate of title, on a re-
-215 assignment form furnished by the registrar, present

to the registrar such assigned certificate of title or216
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reassignment form, sworn to before a notary public!
or other officer empowered to administer oaths, with
the assigned certificate of title attached thereto, to-
gether with a statement of all liens, encumbrances,
or legal claims on said motor vehicle, trailer or semi-
trailer, with application for certificate of title and
accompanied by the fee prescribed in this act, where-
upon a new certificate of title may be issued in the
name of the owner.
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(c) When the purchaser or transferee of a motor
vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer is a manufacturer,
jobber or dealer, who holds the same for resale, such
manufacturer, jobber or dealer shall not be required
to apply for a certificate of title as provided for in
subsection (5) of this section, but such manufacturer,
jobber or dealer shall, within ten days from the date
of assignment of the certificate of title to such manu-
facturer, jobber or dealer, notify the registrar, upon
a form prescribed and furnished by him, of the ac-
quisition of such motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer.
The manufacturer, jobber or dealer’s notification as
to any motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer so ac-
quired must be executed in duplicate, the original of
which must be forwarded to the registrar as herein
required, and the duplicate shall be retained by such
manufacturer, jobber or dealer and shall be exhibited,
with the assigned certificate of title, upon request of
any peace officer or registry of motor vehicles in-
spector.
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The manufacturer, jobber or dealer, upon trans-
ferring his interest in said motor vehicle, trailer or
semi-trailer, shall execute and deliver to the pur-
chaser thereof an assignment upon a form pre-
scribed and furnished by the registrar, to which
shall be attached the assigned and executed applica-
tion for certificate of title by such manufacturer,
jobber or dealer. Thereupon the purchaser of said
motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer shall apply for
a certificate of said title within fifteen days of the

246
247
248
249
250
251
252
253
254
255



[Jan.HOUSE No. 1882.8

assignment by the manufacturer, jobber, or dealer;
provided, however, the provisions of this subsection
shall not apply to a motor vehicle, trailer or semi-
trailer repossessed upon default of the performance
of the terms of a lease, contract of conditional sale
or other like agreement, or when ownership of a
motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer is transferred
from one manufacturer, jobber or dealer to another
manufacturer, jobber or dealer.

256
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Penalty. Any person violating any of the provi-
sions of subsection (a) or (6) of this section shall,
upon conviction before any court of the common-
wealth, be sentenced to pay a fine of twenty-five dol-
lars and costs of prosecution, and, in default of the
payment thereof, shall undergo imprisonment for not
more than ten days. Any person violating any of
the provisions of subsection (c) of this section shall,
upon conviction before any court of the common-
wealth, for a first offence, be sentenced to pay a fine
of twenty-five dollars and costs of prosecution, and,
in default of the payment thereof, shall undergo im-
prisonment for not more than ten days; for a second
offence, the fine shall be fifty dollars and costs of
prosecution, and, in default of the payment thereof,
such person shall undergo imprisonment for not
more than twenty days.
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(8) Change of Ownership. hy Operation of Law and
Judicial Sale. In the case of the transfer of owner-
ship or possession of a motor vehicle, trailer or semi-
trailer by operation of law, as upon inheritance, de-
vise or bequest, order in bankruptcy, insolvency,
replevin, or execution sale, or whenever a motor ve-
hicle, trailer or semi-trailer is sold at public sale to
satisfy storage or repair charges, or repossession is
had upon default in performance of the terms of a
chattel mortgage, lease, contract of conditional sale
or other like agreement made upon, or in connection
with, any encumbrance or lien recorded and con-
tinuing of record in the office of the registrar, it

282
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295 shall thereupon become the duty of the person from
296 whose possession such motor vehicle, trailer or semi-
297 trailer was taken, if there are no liens, encumbrances
298 or legal claims thereon, and without prejudice to his
299 rights in the premises, immediately to surrender the
300 certificate of title for such motor vehicle, trailer or
301 semi-trailer to the person to whom possession of such
302 motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer has so passed.
303 The registrar, upon surrender of the outstanding
304 certificate of title, or, when that is not possible, or
305 when the said certificate of title for such motor ve-
306 hide, trailer or semi-trailer is held by a person hold-
307 ing a first lieu, encumbrance or legal claim thereon,
308 upon presentation of satisfactory proof to the regis-
309 trar of ownership and right of possession to such
310 motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer, and upon pay-
311 ment of the fee prescribed in this act, and presenta-
312 tion of an application for a certificate of title, may
313 issue to the applicant to whom possession of such
314 motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer has so passed a
315 certificate of title thereto; but where a first lien,
316 encumbrance or legal claim upon such motor vehicle,
317 trailer or semi-trailer is held by another, the regis-
318 trar shall deliver the said certificate of title, contain-
319 ing thereon a statement of the liens, encumbrances
320 or legal claims upon such motor vehicle, trailer or
321 semi-trailer, to the person holding such first lien,
322 encumbrance or legal claim, which shall be retained
323 by such person until the entire amount of such first
324 lien, encumbrance or legal claim is fully paid by the
325 owner of said motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer,
326 when the said certificate of title shall be delivered
327 to said owner by the person who held the first lien,
328 encumbrance or legal claim, with proper evidence of
329 satisfaction of same. A correct certificate of title,
330 without statement of liens, encumbrances or legal
331 claims, shall be issued by the registrar, upon request
332 of the owner, when the outstanding certificate of
333 title is returned with proper evidence that all liens,
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encumbrances or legal claims have been satisfied, or
when the outstanding certificate of title cannot be
returned, and proper evidence is produced that all
said liens, encumbrances or legal claims have been
satisfied, or when the lien or encumbrance upon the
motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer has not been
renewed within three years immediately preceding
the issuance of such corrected certificate of title.
The certificate of title, when issued by the registrar,
showing a lien or encumbrance shall be adequate
notice to the commonwealth, creditors, subsequent
mortgagees, lienors, encumbrancers and purchasers
that a lien against the motor vehicle, trailer or semi-
trailer exists, and failure to transfer possession of the
vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer shall not invalidate
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said lien or encumbrance; provided, that the regis-
trar shall not incur any personal liability in carrying
out the provisions of this section or in furnishing any
information from the records of the registry with
respect to the existence or non-existence of any lien
or encumbrance on any motor vehicle, trailer or
semi-trailer.
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Penalty. Any person violating any of the provi-
sions of this section shall, upon conviction before
any court of the commonwealth, be sentenced to pay
a fine of twenty-five dollars and costs of prosecution,
and, in default of the payment thereof, shall undergo
imprisonment for not more than ten days.
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(9) Records of Stolen Motor Vehicles. (a) It
shall be the duty of the registrar, whenever he re-
ceives report of the theft of a motor vehicle, trailer
or semi-trailer, whether the same has been registered
or not, and whether owned in this or any other state,
together with the name and manufacturer’s serial
number thereof, to make a distinctive record thereof
and file the same in numerical order of the manu-
facturer’s serial number with the records of the ve-
hicles, trailers or semi-trailers of such name already
titled. Such records may at the discretion of the
registrar be destroyed after three years.
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374 ( b ) In the event of the receipt of an application
375 for a certificate of title of such motor vehicle, trailer
376 or semi-trailer, the registrar shall immediately notify
377 the rightful owner thereof, and shall withhold the
378 issuing of such certificate of title until the proper in-
379 vestigation shall have been made.
380 (c) In the event of the recovery of a stolen motor
381 vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer, of which the regis-
382 trar has been notified, it shall be the duty of the
383 owner to notify the registrar immediately.
384 (d) It shall be the duty of every peace officer,
385 having knowledge of a stolen motor vehicle, trailer
386 or semi-trailer, immediately to furnish the registrar

387 with full information in connection therewith
388 (e) The registrar shall prepare a report listin
389 motor vehicles, trailers or semi-trailers stolen and
390 recovered, as disclosed by the reports submitted to
391 him, to be distributed as he may deem advisable
392 Penalty. Any person violating any of the provi-
393 sions of subsection (c) of this section shall, upon
394 conviction before any court of the commonwealth
395 be sentenced to pay a fine of ten dollars and costs of
396 prosecution, and, in default of the payment thereof,
397 shall undergo imprisonment for not more than five
398 davs
399 (10) Destruction avid Cancellation of Records of
400 Certificates of Title; Notice of Junking Motor Ve-
401 hides. (a) The registrar shall maintain a record
402 of certificates of title issued and may, after three
403 years from year of issue, at his discretion, destroy
404 such records.
405 (b ) The owner of a motor vehicle, trailer or semi-
406 trailer shall notify the registrar within ten days, of
407 the destruction or junking of any motor vehicle,
408 trailer or semi-trailer, and return certificate of title
409 to the registrar for cancellation of record.
410 (c) Any owner who sells a motor vehicle, trailer
411 or semi-trailer as scrap, or to be destroyed or junked,
412 shall assign the certificate of title thereto to the
413 person to whom the motor vehicle, trailer or semi-
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trailer is sold, but shall return such assigned certificate
of title to the registrar immediately with an applica-
tion for a certificate of junk, whereupon the regis-
trar shall issue to the person shown as the assignee
a certificate of junk which shall authorize the holder
thereof to possess, transport or, by endorsement,
transfer ownership in such junked motor vehicle,
trailer or semi-trailer, and a certificate of title shall
not again be issued for such motor vehicle, trailer or
semi-trailer.
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(d) The registrar, upon receipt of notification from
another state or foreign country that a certificate of
title issued by the registrar has been surrendered by
the owner in conformity with the laws of such other
state or foreign country, may cancel such record of
certificate of title.
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(e) The registrar, upon receipt of certification
from the clerk of courts showing conviction for a
misstatement of facts on an application for certifi-
cate of title or duplicate thereof or any assignment
of certificate of title, shall forthwith cancel the rec-
ord of such certificate of title, assignment or dupli-
cate certificate and require that the certificate of
title be returned immediately to the registrar for
cancellation of record.
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(/) The registrar may cancel or suspend any rec-
ord of certificate of title when a check received in
payment of the fee therefor is not paid on demand
or when the fee for the certificate of title is unpaid
and owing.
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(g) The registrar may cancel the certificate of
title issued for a new motor vehicle, trailer or semi-
trailer in the possession of a dealer when it is shown
by satisfactory evidence that the motor vehicle,
trailer or semi-trailer has been returned to the manu-
facturer, jobber or dealer from whom obtained.
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(h) It shall be unlawful to purchase or sell a cer-
tificate of title or certificate of junk. Peace officers

450
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or inspectors of the registry of motor vehicles may
confiscate such certificates when unlawfully possessed
or used.
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(i) The registrar may cancel the record of cer-
tificate of title of any motor vehicle, trailer or semi-
trailer when registration has not been applied for
within any of the three immediate preceding years.
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(j) The registrar shall have the authority to can-
cel certificates of title for abandoned or wrecked
vehicles authorized to be junked as provided in this
act.
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Penalty. Any person violating any of the provi-
sions under subsections (5), (c) or (h ) of this section
shall, upon conviction before any court of the com-
monwealth, be sentenced to pay a fine of twenty-five
dollars and costs of prosecution, and, in default of
the payment thereof, shall undergo imprisonment for
not more than ten days.
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(11) Other Penalties. Any person who shall be
convicted of any of the following offences, shall be
guilty of a felony, and shall, upon conviction thereof
in the superior court, be sentenced to pay the fol-
lowing fines and costs of prosecution, or to undergo
imprisonment for the terms indicated, or both, for
each offence:

470
471
472
473
474
475
476

(a) Altering or forging any certificate of title to
a motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer, or any assign-
ment thereof, or possessing or using any such certifi-
cate or assignment knowing the same to have been
altered or forged, not more than one thousand dol-
lars, or not more than two years, or both such fine
and imprisonment.
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(6) Procuring or attempting to procure certificate
of title to a motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer, or
passing or attempting to pass certificate of title or
any assignment thereof to a motor vehicle, trailer
or semi-trailer, knowing or having reason to believe
that such motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer has
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been stolen, not more than one thousand dollars, or
not more than two years, or both such fine and im-
prisonment.
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(12) Application for Title by Agent. (a) No
person shall make application for a certificate of
title when acting for another person unless the au-
thorization to make such application is in effect, and
is verified by oath or affirmation of such other per-
son, made not more than fifteen days before such
application is received by the registrar.
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(b) No person shall make application for, or as-
sign or physically possess, a certificate of title, or
direct or allow another person in his employ or con-
trol to make application for, or assign or physically

500
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title, unless the name of the
purchaser or lessee is placed
;ertificate of title simultane-

possess, a certificate of
person who is assignee,
on the assignment of

504
.505
506 on the assignment of cert:
507 ously with the name of the
508 (c) No person shall rece:

;nor, seller or lessor.
receive, obtain or hold a cer-
i in the name of another per-tificate of title recorde509

son for such other person who is not in the regular510
fov of or not a member of the family of such511

ther person, unless the person receiving, obtaining512
of title has a valid undis-
;orded with the registrar
mted bv such certificate of

513 or holding the certitle te
114 charged encumbran)14 charged encumbrance r
515 against the vehicle repre

n violating any of the provi-Penah Amy p.117
sions of this section shall, upon conviction before
any court of the commonwealth, be sentenced to pay
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519

a fine of one hundred dollars and costs of prosecution,
and, in default of the payment thereof, shall undergo
imprisonment for not more than ten days.

520
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(13) Title to Give Notice of Former Use as Taxi-
cab, et cetera. No person shall assign a certificate
of title to any motor vehicle designated in section
seven hundred and seven herein as classes A and B,
which has been used as a taxicab or for the carry-
ing of passengers for hire or has ever been offered to
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the public for hire, unless such certificate shall clearly
contain notice thereon, either printed or typewritten
or written by hand in ink, that such vehicle has been
so used.
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Penalty. ■— Any person violating the provisions of
this section shall, upon conviction before any court in
the commonwealth, be sentenced to pay a fine of fifty
dollars and costs of prosecution, and in default of
payment thereof shall undergo imprisonment for not
more than ten days.
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