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By Mr. Hennigan of Boston, petition of John B. Casey and JamesW.

Hennigan, Jr., for legal responsibility of parents for damages by the
tortious acts of children. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Four

An Act providing for legal responsibility of the
PARENT FOR DAMAGES CAUSED BY THE TORTIOUS ACTS
OF HIS CHILD.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 For the purposes of this statute, a “child of tender
2 years” shall mean a minor, who, because of his extreme
3 youth, can not be held to answer in damages for his
4 conduct which causes damage to the person or property
5 of another.
6 A male parent is responsible for damage done by his
7 minor child of tender years in the same manner as if
8 the male parent had done the damage. A male parent
9 may be responsible for the payment of a judgment

10 entered against his minor child, other than a child of
11 tender years, in the discretion of the court which
12 enters the judgment if it appears that the male parent
13 has neglected his obligations as a parent, and that
14 fulfillment of his obligations would likely have pre-
-15 vented the tortious act of his child. To effectuate the
16 purposes of this section, the male parent shall be
17 named as well as his child in a complaint filed by an
18 aggrieved person.
19 If the male parent is deceased, adjudged insane in
20 a previous proceeding, or long absent from the com-
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21 monwealth, or if the female parent has obtained full
22 and complete custody of the minor child pursuant to
23 legal proceedings, the liabilities herein imposed on
24 the male parent shall be imposed instead on the female
25 parent.
26 This act shall not apply to the parent of a minor
27 child who has abandoned the home of his parent or
28 who is serving on active duty in the military service of
29 the United States.


