
HOUSE 1954

By Mr. Jenness of Quincy, petition of Daniel Tyler, Jr., and others
for extending the provisions of law relating to veterans housing.
Mercantile Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Four

An Act extending the provisions of the law per-
taining TO VETERANS HOUSING.

1 Whereas, The provisions of law sought to be ex-
-2 tended by this act cease to be effective on May
3 twenty-third in the current year, but the circum-
-4 stances and conditions which made advisable their
5 enactment still continue and it is accordingly desir-
-6 able that said provisions forthwith become effective
7 as of said May twenty-third, therefore this act is
8 hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary
9 for the immediate preservation of the public con-

-10 venience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 2of chapter 372 of the acts of,
2 1946, as appearing in chapter 481 of the acts of 1952,
3 is hereby amended by striking out, in line 15, the
4 words “of eight years,” and inserting after the word
5 “operative” in line 15 the words: until June thir-
-6 tieth, nineteen hundred and fifty-seven, —so as to.
7 read as follows: Section 2. It is hereby declared:
8 that an acute shortage of housing exists in many of the,
9 cities and towns of the commonwealth; that on ac-

-10 count of such shortage many veterans of World War II
11 are unable to obtain shelter for themselves and their
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12 families regardless of their ability to pay for such
13 shelter; that on account of the extent of the deficiency
14 in housing and the difficulty in obtaining building-
-15 materials it is likely that this shortage will continue
16 for a substantial period; that on this account a time
17 of public exigency, emergency and distress now exists
18 so that the providing of shelter is a public function;
19 and each city or town in which such shortage exists
20 is hereby authorized to provide shelter for such of its
21 inhabitants as are veterans of said war in the manner
22 hereinafter designated for a period from the date when
23 this act becomes operative until June thirtieth, nine-
-24 teen hundred and fifty-seven, unless the general court
25 shall previously determine that the time of public
26 exigency, emergency and distress has ended, which
27 period is hereinafter referred to as the present emer-
-28 gency.

1 Section 2. Section 3of chapter 372 of the acts of
2 1946 is hereby amended by striking out the para-
-3 graph defining “Veteran”, as appearing in section 2
4 of chapter 616 of the acts of 1952, and inserting in
5 place thereof the following:
6 “Veteran”, a person who has served in the active
7 military or naval service of the United States at any
8 time between September sixteenth, nineteen hundred
9 and forty, and July twenty-sixth, nineteen hundred

10 and forty-seven, both dates inclusive, or at any time
11 between April sixth, nineteen hundred and seventeen,
12 and November eleventh, nineteen hundred and
13 eighteen, both dates inclusive, and a person who has
14 served or is serving in the active military, naval or
15 air-force service of the United States at any time be-
-16 tween June twenty-fifth, nineteen hundred and fifty,
17 and the date of cessation of hostilities as determined
18 by the United States government, both dates in-
-19 elusive, and who was discharged or released therefrom
20 under conditions other than dishonorable. The term
21 “veteran” as used herein shall also include the wife,
22 widow, mother or other dependent of such person.
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1 Section 3. After the word "dates” at the end of
2 the second sentence in section 10 add the words; —-

3 except as otherwise provided in section twelve, para-
-4 graph (2).

1 Section 4. After the word “purpose” at the end
2 of section 10A add the words; except as otherwise
3 provided in section twelve, paragraph (2).

1 Section 5. Section 12 of chapter 372 of the act
2 of 1946, as amended, is hereby further amended by
3 striking out section 12 and inserting in place thereof
4 the following section:
5 Section 12. Either of the following methods of re-

6 imbursement as set forth below in subsections (1)
7 and (2) may be adopted by any city or town which
8 has appropriated and expended money for the pur
9 pose of providing shelter for veterans under section

10 six in the manner authorized by paragraph (3) thereof
11 but the method adopted by the city or town and ap-
12 proved by the state housing board is not subject to
13 change thereaftc
14 (1) The commonwealth shall reimburse any city or
15 town which has appropriated and expended money for
16 the purpose of providing shelter for veterans under
17 section six in the manner authorized by paragraph (3)
18 thereof at any time after the twenty-third day of
19 May in the year nineteen hundred and forty-six, to
10 the extent of a total of ten per cent of the actual de-
ll velopment cost of such housing as determined by the
12 state housing board and certified by them to the state
13 comptroller; provided, however, that such construc-
14 tion has been completed under said section six, and
15 such housing, or land on which such housing has been
16 constructed, has not been acquired by a housing au-
27 thority for the purposes of a project under section
28 twenty-six NN or section twenty-six 00 of chapter
29 one hundred and twenty-one of the General Laws.
30 Such reimbursement shall be made annually, begin-
31 ning on or after July first, nineteen hundred and forty
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32 eight, at the rate of two per cent per annum for
33 total period of five years. No city or town shall be
34 entitled to any reimbursement from the common-
35 wealth under this section unless such expenditure shall
36 have been duly authorized or ratified and approved
37 by the state housing board. Each request for re-
38 imbursement of amounts authorized under this sec
39 tion shall be rendered to the state housing board on
40 forms and in such manner as prescribed by them, and
41 if rendered as aforesaid and approved and certified by
42 the state housing board to the state comptroller, shall
43 be paid by the commonwealth.
44 (2) The commonwealth shall annually reimburse
45 any city or town which has appropriated and ex-
46 pended money for the purpose of providing shelter
47 for veterans under section six in the manner author-
48 ized by paragraph (3) thereof at any time after the
49 first day of July in the year nineteen hundred and
50 fifty-four, to the extent of fifty per cent of that sum
51 expended by the municipality for bond maturities and
52 interest charges for this purpose, less fifty per cent of
53 any earned surplus or other funds available to the
54 municipality from operations of the housing, begm-
55 ning from the date of issuance of either notes or bonds
56 until the houses have been sold; provided, however,
57 that any bond issue under this section twelve (2) shall
58 be due in not more nor less than twenty years, and all
59 houses constructed under this section twelve (2) shall
60 be single-family units.
61 The provisions for sale under this Section twelve (2)
62 shall be the same as described in part three of section
63 six. However, it is further provided that when houses
64 constructed under this section have been sold, a sum
65 equal to the bonds outstanding for this purpose shall
66 be set aside in a reserve fund by the municipality.
67 Any balance remaining after said bonds are provided
68 for shall be returned fifty per cent to the mu-
-69 nicipality participating and fifty per cent to the
70 commonwealth. Such payments made to any city
71 or town may be invested in the manner provided, sub-
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72 ject to the conditions set forth in section fifty-four of
73 chapter forty-four of the General Laws.
74 No city or town shall be entitled to any reimburse-
-75 ment from the commonwealth under this section un-

-76 less such expenditures shall have been duly authorized
77 or ratified and approved by the state housing board.
78 Each request for reimbursement of amounts author-
-79 ized under this section shall be rendered to the state
80 housing board on forms and in such manner as pre-
-81 scribed by them, and, if rendered as aforesaid and
82 approved and certified by the state housing board to
83 the state comptroller, shall be paid by the common-
-84 wealth.

1 Section 6. This act shall take effect as of May
2 twenty-third in the current year.
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