
HOUSE .... No. 2325

Commission on Administration and Finance,
State House, Boston 33, January 27, 1954.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

Attached is a bill amending section 1 of chapter 152,
paragraph (5) of the General Laws, which I would like
to have filed for consideration by the Legislature.

Lately, the Metropolitan District Commission has
awarded a contract in a substantial amount to three
employers as joint venturers. These employers thus
associated have applied to be licensed jointly as a self-
insurer under the Workmen’s Compensation Act. '1

As the law now stands each of them may be licensed
separately, but not jointly. If licensed separately it will
result in difficulty and confusion in administering the
law as it would be almost impossible to determine which
employer should be held liable for the injury to an em-
ployee of such a joint venture, and it would be likely to
result in unnecessary expense to an injured employee to
assert his claim for benefits under the Workmen’s Com-
pensation Act. There are many other technicalities which
can be contemplated in a situation such as this.

In order to meet this relatively new business set-up
it is felt that the definition of “employer” as presently
defined in Section 1 (5) of Chapter 152 should be amended.

Respectfully submitted,

Cfte Commontoealt!) of

CARL A. SHERIDAN,
Commissioner of Administration.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Four.

An Act redefining the word “employer”, as used
IN THE WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION LAW.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, which is to make the word
3 “Employer”, as used in the Workmen’s Compensa-
-4 tion Law, as redefined thereby, effective immediately,
5 therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency
6 law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the
7 public convenience.

1 Section lof chapter 152 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out paragraph (5) and
3 inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:
4 (5) “Employer”, an individual, partnership, as-
-5 sociation, corporation or other legal entity, including
6 any of the foregoing engaged in a joint enterprise,
7 and including the legal representatives of a deceased
8 employer, or the receiver or trustee of an individual,
9 partnership, association, corporation or other legal
10 entity, employing employees subject to this chapter.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

Cjjc Commontoealtf) of Massachusetts


