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Department of Natural Resources,
15 Ashburton Place. Boston 8, December 1, 1953,

To the Great and General Court of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

I am submitting herewith a report by the Department
of Natural Resources in accordance with chapter 70,
Resolves of 1953, on certain recreational facilities and
the legislation that is deemed advisable in connection
therewith.

ARTHUR T. LYMAN,

Cf)c Commontoealtt) of Qiasoacjnisetts

Commissioner of Natural Resources.



C&e Commontoealtf) of Massachusetts

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL RESOURCES RELATIVE TO CER-
TAIN RECREATIONAL FACILITIES. 1

The objectives of this report to accompany a study for
the recreational development of the shore of Lake Quin-
sigamond are twofold:

First, to study the present conditions of city-owned
recreational facilities already developed and to make
recommendations for improvements or additional use.

Second, to ascertain whether any lands directly ac-
cessible to the lake shore either city-owned or pri-
vately owned are suitable for recreational develop-
ment. If so, they are to be recommended for acquisition
by purchase or taking by eminent domain.

Inquiries at the city engineer’s office in Worcester and
the office of the Bureau of Recreation soon revealed that
very few, if any, comprehensive maps of existing condi-
tions were available. The best source of information
turned out to be the aerial photographs held by the
Assessor’s Department, of which tracings were made to
serve as a basis for our recommendations in plan form.
A topographic map was available of Lake Park, although
it did not show buildings or playfields and courts.

For that reason, and due to the lack of funds, man-
power and time, our recommendations are of a general
nature and are no more than a selection of suggested proj-
ects worthy of detailed study and planning.

This is primarily so because no topographical maps
were available. For the same reasons, no estimates of
costs can be submitted, Although some of the recom-

I.
Report on Proposed Study of Lake Quinsigaxnond in Accord-

ance with Chapter 70 of the Resolves of 1953.

The plans and sketches which illustrate this report are available for inspection in the
o{ the Massachusetts Department of Natural Resourc
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mendations may call for extensive grading operations,
they are made because of increasing values attributed
everywhere to lake shore land, especially for outdoor
recreational development, which each day, as it were,
assumes a higher rating in American life. This is es-
pecially true in the case of Lake Quinsigamond, which is
within as large a city as Worcester and in close proximity
to other growing towns. For that reason lake shore land,
which by virtue of its forbidding topography is unusable
for outdoor recreation, may well warrant the cost of grad-
ing operations which under normal conditions and in
other locations might not be justified. Moreover, it has
been brought to our attention that within the Worcester
region, gravel and fill are so much in demand that con-
tractors are willing to level large areas without cost to the
owner, considering the material they secure as compen-
sation. While in many cases this would mean the sacri-
fice of trees and other vegetation, it should be remembered
that a topography forbidding land use remains forbidding,
while trees and vegetation can be restored. Moreover,
land for playground use must be cleared anyway, and if
proper leveling of steep and useless hillsides can be se-
cured without cost, it should be favorably considered.

However, we feel that in all such cases the fringe of
trees should be left for at least one hundred feet off the
water’s edge to maintain the present shoreline effect.

We feel that no sound appraisal of recreational facili-
ties on the shore of Lake Quinsigamond could be satis-
factorily made without at least a more or less cursory
study of the Worcester Park system.

There has been established an accepted standard that
a city should have a minimum of eight acres of Park for
each one thousand population.

Statistics reveal that Worcester is not meeting this
standard, because land acquisition for park purposes has
not been in a satisfactory ratio with the increase in pop-
ulation. That is why hereafter this report will recom-

Ratio of Public Parks to City Population.
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mend if not the actual immediate development at
least the setting aside for park purposes of certain areas
obviously not intended for such use.

City-owned Existing Parks
Within a most dense and not too well-planned, mixed

residential development on the shores of Lake Quinsiga-
raond there are two city-owned parks with shore frontage
on the lake. On the north side of Belmont Avenue and
adjacent to the bridge lies Regatta Point, an existing and
much used beach also the terminus of the popular
regattas. To the south of the bridge lies Lake Park, of
considerable size, through which runs Lake Avenue.
Apart from these city-owned parks there is no land of
sufficient area to warrant recreational development ex-
cept on the northern end of the lake. This report there-
fore classifies and describes these areas separately, with
a general recommendation for each area accompanied by
separate plans referring to the area. These, as stated
above, are preliminary rather than definite plans.

One of the basic planning principles of recreational de-
velopment is to cause the main access road to the area to
be the area’s boundary so that all human activities may
be kept within the road and the area’s chief attraction,
in this case the lake. At Regatta Point there is very little
space between Lake Avenue and the lake itself, and if this
area were to be developed under the present existing
road conditions, many activities would have to take place
on the west side of Lake Avenue. In other words, there
would be a constant crossing of Lake Avenue by people
going to and from the beach to avail themselves of ac-
tivities taking place west of the road, and for which there
is no room between the avenue and the lake.

It seems therefore vital to a more liberal and more
varied recreational use that there be more space between
the avenue and the lake, by relocating Lake Avenue.

Regatta Point.
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Unfortunately, much lake shore and recreational land
was recently built upon by the Shaw Company, the Massa-
chusetts Department of Public Works, and the U. S.
National Guard, through which Lake Avenue might have
been relocated, providing additional land for recreational
use. This now being impossible, the present alternative
is to relocate Lake Avenue to leave Belmont Street just
west of the Public Works property and return to itself
just south of the first subdivision road.

It may be argued that sending Lake Avenue traffic
part way westward along Belmont Street is undesirable.
A counter argument is that it eliminates a crossing, and,
of course, that it greatly benefits the all-over design of
Regatta Point Park.

Our observation, not backed by an actual traffic count,
shows that most of the traffic coming from Lake Avenue
south turns on Belmont Street either east or west.

As shown on the plan, the avenue will enclose a good
deal of area for development. While this entails con-
siderable grading, the material to be “cut” could be used
to good advantage in creating a new shoreline that would
offer a better and larger lake front for what is known as
the more “passive recreation” in addition to actual
swimming and bathing.

The plan is self-explanatory and is supplemented by a
bird’s-eye view showing the area as it would be if the
plan were carried out. It shows parking facilities, a pic-
nic area, tennis courts, ball fields, a little children’s play-
ground, all within a safety zone between the lake and the
access road. However, again we must point out that the
plan is suggestive rather than definite. It indicates pos-
sible uses for the available land, but a definite pattern
can only be drawn on the basis of a topographic survey.

It is suggested that a single bathhouse be built for
men and women.

In the modern bathhouse, the dressing rooms are no
longer the dominating feature. It is more in the nature
of a pavilion, with covered terraces, a lounge, restaurant
and a place to rest and watch the activities of others.
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We suggest, as shown, roof decks for sun bathing, a
very popular passive enjoyment. The modern beach is
a good deal more than a swimming hole.

From such a pavilion, the regattas could be watched in
comfort. A dock and boathouse with concession that
should provide revenue and a special parking area for
cars and trailers, launching boats, is also indicated on
the plan and picture.

While we have no detailed engineering information as
to the cost of the carrying out of this plan, personal ex-
amination of the grounds causes us to feel that it is prac-
tical, not prohibitive in cost, and that it would give
greater beauty to the city’s lake front and more comfort
to the city’s people, especially to those who are not able
to travel long distances to a beach.

The close proximity of this beach to Belmont Road and
its heavy traffic is not what one might call an asset to the
beach.

For that reason, the plan shows a heavy evergreen tree
planting in the south corner which will offset this un-
favorable feature.

Lake Park.

The first impression of Lake Park is one of neglect and
confusion, of unused opportunities and a lack of man’s
initiative and co-operation in taking advantage of and
supplementing intelligently by well-planned efforts na-
ture’s most generous contribution of land and water.
This is not a reflection on the ability, the keen interest
and the planning consciousness of the park superintendent
and his staff. Their co-operation has been most valuable,
and their disappointment in being unable to maintain
higher standards, due to lack of funds and manpower,
most keen.

This condition is typical of similar ones in many cities,
and must depend for improvement on the growing realiza-
tion that parks and recreation play a vital part in our
citizens’ welfare.

While this park is separated from the shore and its
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popular beach by Lake Avenue, it could and should be
studied to offer two types of recreation:

The land and beach east of Lake Avenue to be set
aside primarily for water sports with some active land
recreation, while the park west of Lake Avenue should be
set aside for game areas, picnicking and trail hiking.

The “beach area” is only used to a small fraction of its
potential use. A broken-down, hard-top road known as
“the bridle path” has been built on the top of a narrow
ridge high above the lake on the east side, and high above
the lowland on the west side. The road has no particular
value, since it runs parallel with Lake Avenue and does
not shorten the distance to the bathhouse from any direc-
tion.

It is our recommendation that this road and the ridge
upon which it was built be removed.

This appears one of the extensive grading operations
mentioned above, but only by doing so can this large
tract of land facing a beautiful lake be made usable for
healthful recreation. We admit it is a large order, but
there are great lasting benefits to be gained. There is no
doubt that private enterprise would long since have done
this very thing and undoubtedly not without consid-
erable profit. There are many good uses for the material
that would become available, - the lowland could be
filled to a usable level; the present beach, inadequate in
size and uncomfortable in contour, could be increased con-
siderably and be regraded for more comfortable use.

There is not a single parking space near the beach for
organized and controlled parking, which takes place in a
“catch as catch can” manner much on the grass and
along the adjacent roadsides.

The area known as the dump could be filled with this
material to a suitable grade upon which to build a much
needed basketball field. The slopes on each side of this
field could be graded into natural amphitheater bleachers.
What is left of the ridge after the fill is taken away, while
not level with the field, would be considerably enlarged
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in level surface. This area could be developed as a beauti-
ful promenade or concourse with seats under shade trees
from which to enjoy the beauty of the lake and super-
vise the children’s play. Our plan shows a shelter.

A detailed grading plan would undoubtedly indicate the
possibility for more playfields, especially small ones for
little children. We feel that the land-use value gained by
such grading is so great that these topographical ob-
stacles should not remain unchallenged but overcome by
a drastic but beneficial grading plan.

To leave this large area in its present unusable condi-
tion is to neglect what is a great asset to any large and
still growing city. Even though funds may not be avail-
able at present, detailed plans and estimates should be
made to insure against any future development that
might obstruct or defeat the use of such a large still
undeveloped lake shore area.

A parking area for 200 cars is indicated on the plan
within comfortable distance of the bathhouse and beach.
Within this parking area are enclosed the two existing
clay tennis courts which we feel should be in that part
of the park west of Lake Avenue, where most of the game
areas are located.

We recommend that the road which runs east and west
through the center of the park be eliminated, and that
the western part of same be developed as a parking area.
This road makes the park into two separate park units
instead of being the single self-containing unit it should
be. It is used as a thoroughfare, but its elimination would
not cause much of a hardship, while in our opinion it
would greatly benefit the park and solve the parking-
problem which is now wholly inadequate. A pedestrian
underpass is suggested under Lake Avenue to provide
safe crossing from the park to the beach.

We recommend that all driving except to and from
the parking area be eliminated from the park, and that
the present hard-top narrow drives be developed into
foot trails to be made attractive by a well-planned plant-
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ing program of flowering trees and shrubs. This will
secure for Lake Park the ideal of a minimum road system,
but ample parking.

The location of the proposed parking areas will cause
all picnickers and people taking active part in the various
sports to be within short distance of their cars.

We recommend that existing picnic areas should be
erdarged and new ones established. There is also need
of a new comfort station, as indicated on the plan.

The beauty of this part of the park could be very much
increased if a detailed planting plan were prepared in-
dicating the location of flowering trees (dogwoods and
flowering crab) and flowering shrubs to be planted on the
edges of the tree groups around the picnic areas and along
the trails. We can do no more than suggest this, since
detailed plans are outside the scope of this study.

After finding our planning instinct somewhat frustrated
by conditions along the Lake’s shore, revealing almost
complete coverage by an overburdening mixture of beauti-
ful homes attractively landscaped, and camps in un-
attractive settings, it was a relief to come upon a large
area north of Holden Street and between Boylston Street
and the Lake that was still unoccupied.

This area comprises 125 acres located in Shrewsbury
but owned by the city of Worcester.

While the recent tornado has left its cruel scars on these
rolling hills surrounding a valley through which runs a
lively stream, the same tornado did not injure a most
interesting topography not only picturesque in outline
and formation, but combining with its beauty a generous
and rather unusual suitability for park-like recreational
development.

Here, indeed, was an area where the planner finds as
it were a blank sheet upon which to draw and adjust his
intentions to take advantage of Nature’s gifts and make
the enjoyment of them available to the people.

The Great Brook Valley



1954.] HOUSE No. 2385. 13

It needs only a little imagination to visually remove
from these hills the broken trees and other debris, and,
realizing that sound planning looks far beyond today, to
revisualize not only a restored beauty, but a beauty so
designed that it will combine with it a usefulness for the
enjoyment of thousands of people.

One of the main ridges within the northwestern part of
the area is really a series of fairly level terraces, one rising
above the other, suitable to be developed into picnic
areas and affording fine views in many directions. Most
of the trees uprooted by the hurricane on these hillsides
were pines. Pines are not the best trees for picnic areas
where people look for cool shade. It is therefore sug-
gested that a planting plan be made, designed especially
to make this area into a picnic grove by locating various
varieties of deciduous shade trees at strategic points with
some evergreen planting on the steeper slopes.

Completely removed from these terrace-like picnic
areas there are other level areas between other ridges that
can be developed as playgrounds and parking areas in
such a manner that these terrains and the buildings erected
upon them are but incidents not destroying but making
accessible the picturesque hills that are the main attrac-
tion and which in a northern direction seem to be repeated
as far as the horizon.

There is a large area called the marsh through which
runs a good brook unpolluted and reported never to have
been dry, —an area at present without use. The prob-
lem, as we see it, is to create here a combination of land
and water of reasonable ratio to each other in area for
recreational uses.

A dam might flood most of the marsh, leaving little
land for the use of the new lake. (There is no topo-
graphical information available to make a definite state-
ment regarding this matter.) Moreover, a dam is ex-
pensive. A more constructive plan seems to be to create

The Marsh.
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a series of lagoons by widening the brook, and using the
excavated material to create usable land around the pools
on which to place buildings, road and parking areas. A
low dam may be required for water level regulation and
to prevent its backing up from the lake. This report de-
scribes the development of the reclaimed marsh below.
We recommend that if these plans are approved, there
will be drawn without delay a “dumping plan” that will
guide dumping activities to conform with the execution
of said plans.

�

Roads, Parking Areas and the Recreational Areas they are
to Serve.

Due to the steep hillsides and the fact that good po-
tential areas are located on both the high and low levels,
there was not much choice (without topographical in-
formation) in reasonable road locations to give safe ac-
cess to these desirable areas. Road A enters from Sand
Street and gives access to the large parking area which
serves the large pond and the proposed bathhouse. It
then climbs the hill toward the picnic areas and a medium-
sized parking space to serve the picnickers. It then climbs
eastward toward the large pastures designed for various
athletic fields, including a playfield. It circles the level
land and returns on to itself. It would be desirable to
connect Road A with Road B, leading toward a common
exit on Sand Street. To the naked eye, this seemed not
feasible, but a detailed topographical survey might re-
veal the possibility of this desirable connection.

Road B.
The main entrance road is shown from Lincoln Street

through a broad valley between high hills and leading
toward the Marsh and its proposed recreational features.

I
This road could be made a beautiful and dignified park

entrance road, since the valley is wide enough to design
an attractive roadside planting of flowering trees and
shrubs, while the hills rising on either side should be
planted both for beauty and protection from erosion.
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There are no buildings in view as one enters the park on
Road B only distant hills, and, if the plan is carried out,
the lagoons and the park-like development with the shell
bandstand in the center. (Let no one who studies this
plan on the grounds be discouraged by the appearance of
the dump and other debris).

This road will serve the bathhouse near the lower lagoon
and the little children’s playground and beach along the
upper lagoon. (It is suggested that the upper lagoon be
shallow enough to afford safe bathing and wading for
children.) The road will then wind north and east and
join the existing road leading to the dump and the large
level area. The plan indicates here a park-like develop-
ment with attractive plantations of flowering trees and
shrubs with many seats. It would be an ideal setting for
a bandstand and for concerts.

From this area the road runs to Sand Street and the
exit of the park.

The road-building and lagoon-excavation plan is sub-
ject to satisfactory results to be secured by borings and
other tests.

Planting Program.

One of the important needs in the development of the
Great Brook Valley is a well-studied planting plan. This
should include;

1. Erosion protection on the hillsides
2. Flowering trees and shrubs for landscape beauty.
3. Shade trees over seats, wherever passive recreation

may be enjoyed comfortably and with some scenic at-
traction.

It is in our opinion desirable to use native plants and
trees rather than the more exotic varieties, to preserve the
landscape harmony.

We trust that those responsible for the acceptance
or rejection of the plan for Great Brook Valley will be
both visionary and optimistic when comparing the dis-
couraging existing conditions with the picture of the fu-
ture we are trying to convey.
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Here is, in our opinion, a challenge, a liability which
vision, patience and careful planning can turn into a great
asset for the people of Worcester to enjoy. If the plan is
accepted ■— or some modification of same immediate
steps should be taken to prevent any action that might
hazard its execution.

South of Lincoln Street there is a large area owned by
the city of Worcester, known as the gravel pit, where
huge scale gravel removal operations are taking place.
South of this area is a wooded tract owned by the Notre
Dame Institute. These two areas are separated from the
lake by Lake Avenue, which here practically skirts the
edge of the Lake’s shore bluff.

These areas - if joined in city ownership offer great
opportunities for future playground and park purposes
except for the fact that the present location of Lake
Avenue precludes safe shore and beach recreation.

Since there are only a few houses in that vicinity re-
quiring access from Lake Avenue, we suggest that Lake
Avenue be made to join Plantation Street, which, if the
Notre Dame Institute property should be acquired, would
provide the city with a large undeveloped area with un-
interrupted lake frontage.

We cannot overemphasize the importance of this large
tract in considering the future of Worcester’s parks and
playgrounds —in spite of its present appearance. The
important fact is that it is shore land and mostly city-
owned, and its development distant as it may be
would help to restore satisfactory ratio between Worces-
ter’s growing population and the required park and play-
ground acreage.

In our opinion, immediate steps should be taken to
allow only such gravel-digging operations or any other
land uses that will not disqualify this land for future
playground and park development.

We recommend the acquisition of the Notre Dame
property.

The Gravel Pit Area.
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There is a parcel of land located on North Quinsiga-
mond Avenue about one half mile from the North bridge.
There is a sign at the entrance road with the name “J. J.
Gallo”, and we understand that this land is known also
as “Chestnut Hill.” No recorded information regarding
this parcel was available. The area is about seven acres
and on North Quinsigamond Avenue the frontage is 700
feet, while the lake frontage may be as much as one quar-
ter mile. The land is extremely rugged and irregular and
heavily wooded. It rises to its highest point on a westerly
line near the lake, and the banks drop sharply off to the
water.

In view of the existing topography, very extensive
cutting, filling and tree removal would be needed to make
this area available for park and playground uses. How-
ever, this is the only undeveloped land of park-like char-
acter on the Shrewsbury side of Quinsigamond, and we
recommend acquisition of this parcel. Its development
represents one of the very extensive grading operations
referred to above, in order to secure level land for play-
grounds and access to beach. If such leveling can be
done with the secured fill as compensation, it would se-
cure for the town of Shrewsbury a playground on the
shore of Lake Quinsigamond which it does not have at
present.

It should be fully realized that all the planning dis-
cussed above will be of little avail unless and until pollu-
tion is eliminated from the lake.

This is primarily the responsibility of Worcester and
Shrewsbury. We understand that the city of Worcester
is at present and at great expense engaged in ac-
tivities that will eliminate on the city’s part of the lake’s
pollution. This, of course, does not solve the problem as
far as Shrewsbury is concerned.

The scope of this report does not allow specific rec-
ommendations regarding this problem, but we feel that

Land Acquisition in Shrewsbury.

Pollution
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it would seriously fail in its purpose without calling atten-
tion to this problem.

History of Lake Quinsigamond.
Following the conventional pattern of a report, this

should be its first, not its last, item. However, lack of
time and manpower precluded compliance with such pro-
cedure. Yet in spite of the approaching deadline for the
submission of this report and the plans it supplements, we
could not resist just taking a glimpse into the Lake’s
past, if only to confirm our impression that the develop-
ment of these once beautiful shores is by no means the
realization of the vision once held by some “founding
fathers.” History never fails to tell of men who, regard-
less of their private interests, always reserved a generous
share of heart and mind for the public benefit these
men exist today and always will in times to come.

W

And so we found this item confirming our impres-
sion, and suspicion relating how in 1665 “a petition
was made to the governor, magistrates and deputies at
the general court in Boston by Thomas Hayes, John
Haynes, Josiah Haynes and Nathaniel Treadaway. The
petition requested the acquisition of this area around the
Quinsigamond as being more useful and beneficial to pos-
terity”.

Interesting as were the geological derivations explain-
ing certain physical aspects of the lake shoreline, we omit
them from this report because its purpose is to show how,
from a far from satisfactory present, attempts may still
be made to salvage that which thus far has escaped wholly
or partially the fate of private exploitation under the
protection of our most valuable and cherished, but much
abused, system of private enterprise. IThese attempts, however, will, in our opinion, be most
utterly futile unless and until immediate action is taken
to protect by public ownership, regardless of the manner
of acquisition, or the immediate or remote chance of
development, such areas as are still available for devel-
opment for the public benefit, or may be made suitable
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by a road relocation or other changes in the city’s physi-
cal pattern. While we do not wish to exceed our appointed
assignment limiting our planning to the shores of Lake
Quinsigamond, we do feel that planning one of the city’s
component parts should to some extent take notice of
the “sum total of all parts;” that is, the city’s existing
and proposed park system, its distribution, and its rela-
tion to the present and growing population.

Our study of the city’s park system fragmentary as
it had to be, in our opinion calls for a most emphatic
and immediate demand for action on the recommenda-
tions this report sets forth, if they are accepted. Worces-
ter is at present engaged in a vast housing and slum
clearance program, all pointing to a steadily increasing
population.

It would be most regrettable if a similar increase and
“clearance” were not maintained in the field of outdoor
recreation and park availability. It will be more than
just regrettable if the future should prove that lack of
today’s planning placed a most expensive and destructive
burden on a future generation.

Report on Proposed Further Development of the Mount Tom
Reservation in Holyoke in Accordance with Chapter 70 of
the Resolves of 1953.

The Mount Tom State Reservation is an extremely
beautiful scenic area with main entrances leading from
the main highway from Holyoke to Northampton and
from the main highway leading from Holyoke to East-
hampton.

The roads within the Reservation are all hard-top and
well laid out, but the area is lacking in proper toilet fa-
cilities both at the day picnic areas and at the camping
area.

There is the possibility of developing a swimming area
at Lake Bray, also additional picnic areas and parking
space.

It is recommended that a combination bathhouse, rec-
reation room and comfort station be built at the location

11.
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of the uncompleted foundation at Lake Bray, and that
necessary pond clearance work to make a suitable swim-
ming area and beach be constructed, together with any
pond clearance work that might improve the fishing con-
ditions. Also, that a modern flush toilet comfort station
be built at the picnic areas adjacent to the so-called mu-
seum building, with additional fireplaces and parking
areas; also a flush toilet comfort station to be built at
the camping area, together with additional camp sites
and the construction of a new road at this area.

It is reported by the park superintendent that there is
sufficient water flowing through the pond in an ordinary
season to supply enough water to meet public health re-
quirements.

Time or manpower has not permitted the accurate
gathering of detailed estimates for the cost of the sug-
gested improvements, but it is our opinion that 892,000
would cover the cost of these improvements, and it is
recommended that this sum be made available for this
purpose.

111.
Report on Proposed Swimming Pool and Bathhouse at

Wahconah Falls State Park, Dalton, in Accordance with
Chapter 70 of the Resolves of 1933.

Wahconah Falls State Park, containing forty-seven
acres, is located at the point where the towns of Dalton,
Hinsdale and Windsor meet.

The principal charm of this park is a brook and the
waterfalls, banked by stately old trees, with a natural
pool at the foot of the falls, which has been used for swim-
ming purposes by residents, particularly of that area,
since the very early days of that vicinity being settled.

The only area that could be considered for a swimming
pool would be below the falls and the present natural pool.
The building of this pool and bathhouse would not, in our
considered opinion, be practical, and would detract from
rather than add to the beauty of the area, and we do not
recommend the building of this pool and bathhouse.

i

At the time of the hearing on House, No. 490, those in-
terested stated to a member of the Division of Parks that
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they were not interested in a swimming pool and bath-
house at this area, but were only interested in the build-
ing of a swimming pool for the residents of Dalton at a
convenient location, and the fact that parking charges
are made by this Department the construction of a swim-
ming pool and bathhouse at the Wahconah Falls State
Park would not meet their requirements.

The property referred to in this act, known as Sunny-
side, contains approximately seventeen acres of land, has
about a thousand feet of frontage on a hard-surfaced
road, and is assessed at $975, which includes land and
buildings. We are advised that the price on this prop-
erty is $lB,OOO.

The present facilities consists of a bathhouse, two small
camp buildings, two concrete swimming pools about 20
by 60 each, also a building which has been used as a dance
hall and beer parlor. None of these buildings we consider
suitable for a public recreational area.

1. The development of bathing facilities is contingent
on getting water from the adjacent river, probably by
pumping water into a naturalistic pool or into the exist-
ing concrete structure built for that purpose. There is,
however, a small pond near the present building which
could be made available, repairs must be made to the
old dam, a small beach constructed, pond bottom cleaned
out and the supply for pool to be pumped from the river.

2. The existing concrete pool does not lend itself to
water activities by small children, as depths of water
would be too great as now constructed, except as con-
ducted under very close supervision. Our suggestion
would be to fill in the tanks and utilize the walls, on at
least one half of the old structure, as foundation for a
new bathhouse, using materials from the existing frame
building as framework for the new building.

IV.

Report on Proposed Clarksburg Recreational Area in Accord-
ance with Chapter 70 of the Resolves of 1953.
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3. The property proposed for purchase has a good
frontage on the highway (Route 8) with a sizeable area on
this higher level which could be easily converted into a
large play field for baseball and like activities.

4. In the purchase of this property the present beer
caf6 should be included in the acquisition, as it has no
place in an area for recreational purposes.

We feel that because of the unusual good stream that
runs through this property, this area should be acquired
and developed for recreational purposes by the State.

It is estimated that for the acquisition and proper de-
velopment of this area to include bathing facilities, com-
fort stations, picnic areas, play fields, parking areas,
roads and other recreational facilities, a sum of $BO,OOO
should be appropriated.

�
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The Mount Tom state reservation com-
-2 mission is hereby authorized and directed to further
3 develop the area under its direction.

1 Section 2. The commission shall proceed to de-
-2 velop the reservation substantially in accordance with
3 the recommendations contained in the report made
4 by the department of natural resources pursuant to
5 chapter seventy, resolves of nineteen hundred and
6 fifty-three.

1 Section 3. In its development of the reservation,
2 the commission is authorized and empowered to con-
-3 struct, provide and maintain additional facilities, in-
-4 eluding a combination bathhouse, recreation room
5 and comfort station for summer and winter use, mod-
-6 ern comfort stations at the picnic area and camping
7 area, fireplaces, parking areas, picnic sites, camp sites
8 and roads; and may, subject to appropriation therefor,
9 expend from the treasury of the commonwealth a

10 sum not exceeding ninety-two thousand dollars.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION.

Appendix A.

Cftc Commontoealtf) of Massachusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Four.

An Act providing for the further development of

THE MOUNT TOM STATE RESERVATION.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Four.

An Act providing for the acquisition and develop-

ment FOR A STATE PARK OF CERTAIN LAND AND BUILD-

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The department of natural resources,
2 hereinafter called the “department”, is hereby au-
-3 thorized and directed to proceed to the acquisition
4 by purchase or otherwise, for the development of a
5 state recreation area, the land and buildings known as
6 Sunnyside, containing approximately seventeen acres
7 and having frontage on Route 8 of approximately one
8 thousand feet, located in the town of Clarksburg.

1 Section 2. It is hereby declared to be the policy of
2 the commonwealth that said area shall be developed
3 by the department in so far as practicable in such a
4 way as to preserve its natural state; that it shall be
5 self-supporting; and that no commercial activities ex-
-6 cept those essential to the quiet enjoyment of the fa-
-7 cilities by the people shall be permitted.

1 Section 3. The planning, construction, operation
2 and maintenance of the recreation area facilities and
3 the development thereof shall be under the jurisdic-
-4 tion of the division of forestry and parks, bureau of
5 recreation. In its preparation of plans for develop-
-6 ment of said facilities the department may have the
7 advice and assistance of the department of public
8 works and the department of public health.

INGS IN CLARKSBURG.

Appendix B.

C&c Commontoealtl) of Massachusetts
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1 Section 4. The department shall proceed to de-
-2 velop the area substantially in accordance with the
3 report of the department of natural resources made
4 pursuant to chapter seventy, resolves of nineteen
5 hundred and fifty-three.

1 Section 5. In its development of the area for
2 recreational purposes, the department is hereby au-
-3 thorized and empowered to construct, maintain, pro-
-4 vide, enlarge, modify and raze buildings, pools,
5 beaches, play fields, bathhouses, comfort stations,
6 parking areas, roads and other recreational facilities.

1 Section 6. The department may expend for said
2 acquisition and development from the treasury of the
3 commonwealth a sum not exceeding eighty thousand
4 dollars, subject to appropriation therefor, and the de-
-5 partment may impose and collect such charges and
6 fees for the use of the land, buildings, facilities and
7 equipment used by the public as may be necessary to
8 defray the cost of development, maintenance and
9 operation of the recreational area, which fees and

10 charges may be revised from time to time as deemed
11 necessary by the department, and all income derived
12 from the operation of the recreational area shall be
13 paid into the state treasury, and shall be deemed to
14 be generally applicable to the collective obligations
15 of the commonwealth.

1 Section 7. If in any year the income from the
2 facilities established under this act shall prove in-
-3 sufficient to meet the costs hereunder, the resulting
4 deficits shall be met in the manner prescribed in sec-
-5 tion four of chapter one hundred and thirty-two A of
6 the General Laws.

1 Section 8. In so far as they are not inconsistent
2 with this act the provisions of chapter one hundred
3 and thirty-two A of the General Laws shall be ap-
-4 plicable.
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