
Executive Department,

State House, Boston, March 9, 1954.

To the Honorable Senate and Home of Representatives:

I have recommended for your serious consideration the
report filed by the Special Commission established to
Make an Investigation and Study Relative to the Pre-
vention of Child Delinquency, established under Chapter
71 of the Resolves of 1947 and revived and extended
under Chapter 20 of the Resolves of 1952 and Chapter 15
of the Resolves of 1953. This Commission has empha-
sized the immediate need for a so-called Security Unit
where boys who present special problems may be segre-
gated.

The predecessor of the Building Construction Division
in the Commission on Administration and Finance rec-
ommended as part of a 1956 Capital Outlay Program the
construction of such a Unit which would take an esti-
mated eighteen months to build at a cost of approxi-
mately $1,000,000.

To save time and to save approximately $700,000, I
propose as a substitute the utilization of a building at
the State Farm in Bridgewater. This building is cur-
rently being used for female defective delinquents. It is
of sound construction and, with some modifications and
improvements, would be eminently suitable for the pro-
posed type of Security Unit. The Building’s relatively
few inmates can be adequately cared for at the Reforma-
tory for Women. The building, therefore, is not presently
needed by the Department of Correction.

The Unit will be known as the Institute for Juvenile
Guidance. It will accommodate the same number of boys
as the planned $1,000,000 project, but will cost only an
estimated $300,000.
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Some of the present employees assigned to the building
will be transferred to the Youth Service Board for con-
tinued employment in the building; and the others will
either be transferred to the Reformatory for Women or
will be employed elsewdiere at the State Farm. All rights
of the employees concerned will be completely protected,
and it is understood that the proposed transfers meet
with their approval.

I, therefore, recommend that the necessary amendment
to Chapter 123 of the General Laws be enacted to author-
ize the Courts to commit female delinquents to the Re-
formatory for Women, and I transmit herewith a bill
which will accomplish that objective.

I find that the necessary personnel transfers may be
made within the several departments affected without the
necessity of additional legislation; and it is contemplated
that the financing necessary to establish the Institute
may be provided as part of an appropriation bill w'hich
I shall forward to you in the near future.

Respectfully submitted,

CHRISTIAN A. HERTER,
Governor of the Commonwealth.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Four.

An Act relative to the observation, examination
AND RECOMMITMENT TO A DEFECTIVE DELINQUENT DE-
PARTMENT OF CERTAIN PERSONS PREVIOUSLY SO COM-
MITTED.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, which is to provide for the
3 immediate observation, examination and recommit-
-4 ment of certain persons who may be mentally defec-
-5 tive and a menace to the public, therefore it is hereby
6 declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
7 immediate preservation of the public safety and con-
-8 venience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section lof chapter 645 of the acts of
2 1953 is hereby amended by inserting after the word
3 “farm” in line 8 the words: and, if a female person,
4 to the reformatory for women, so that the first
5 sentence will read as follows: Any person held in a
6 defective delinquent department, whose original com-
-7 mitment thereto shall be judicially determined to have
8 been procedurally improper, shall, where the interests
9 of the public so require, forthwith upon such determi-

-10 nation be newly committed by the court making such
11 determination for not more than thirty-five days’ ob-
-12 servation in the defective delinquent department of
13 the state farm, and, if a female person, to the reforma-
-14 tory for women, and may thereafter, in the discretion
15 of the court, be further committed, for such observa-
-16 tion, for an additional period, not to exceed thirty-
-17 five days, during which period or periods he shall be
18 examined as though an application for his commitment

Cfcc Commontocaltb of s©assac|nisetto



4 [Mar. 1954.HOUSE —No. 2522.

19 had been duly filed under the provisions of section one
20 hundred and thirteen of chapter one hundred and
21 twenty-three of the General Laws.

1 Section 2. The second paragraph of section 113
2 of chapter 123 of the General Laws, as amended by
3 section 1 of chapter 608 of the acts of 1952, is hereby
4 further amended by inserting after the word “farm”
5 in line 5 the words: and, if a female person, to the
6 reformatory for women, —so as to read as follows:
7 Upon the filing of an application for commitment to
8 a department for defective delinquents, the court shall
9 cause such person to be committed for not more than

10 thirty-five days’ observation in the defective delin-
-11 quent department of the state farm, and, if a female
12 person, to the reformatory for women, at which time
13 such person shall be examined by two experts ap-

-14 pointed by the commissioner of mental health with a
15 view to determining whether or not he is mentally de-
-16 fective. Within thirty-five days, and after such ob-
-17 servation and examination, the experts so appointed
18 shall file a written report with the clerk of court in
19 wdiich the case is pending, and the report shall be
20 accessible to the probation officer, to the district attor-
-21 ney and to the defendant and his attorney.

1 Section 3. The last paragraph of said section 113
2 of chapter 123, as so appearing, is hereby amended by
3 inserting after the word “farm” in line 6 the words:
4

, and, if a female person, to the reformatory for
5 women, —so as to read as follows: A person may
6 appeal from the order of commitment as a defective
7 delinquent to the superior court sitting for criminal
8 business in the county from which he has been com-
-9 mitted, in the manner provided by section twenty-two

10 of chapter two hundred and twelve, but shall be held
11 in the defective delinquent department of the state
12 farm, and, if a female person, to the reformatory for
13 women, to abide the final order of the court. If the
14 appellant so requests, an issue or issues shall be framed
15 and submitted to a jury in the superior court.


