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Commission on Administration and Finance,
State House, Boston 33, March 12, 1954

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

I am enclosing herewith proposed legislation under
the provisions of chapter 7, section 7, of the General
Laws, “An Act Relative to the Care and Maintenance
of Certain Areas under the Control of the Department
of Natural Resources and the Division of Public Beaches
in the Department of Public Works, and Establishing the
State Recreation Areas Fund.”

I would appreciate your filing this bill with the proper
committee.

Very truly yours,

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts

CARL A. SHERIDAN,
Commissioner of Administration.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Four.

An Act relative to the care and maintenance of

CERTAIN AREAS UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND THE DIVISION OF
PUBLIC BEACHES IN THE DEPARTMENT Of PUBLIC WORKS,
AND ESTABLISHING THE STATE RECREATION AREAS
FUND.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 132 A of the General Laws,
2 inserted by section 3 of chapter 391 of the acts of
3 1931, is hereby amended by striking out the caption
4 preceding section 1 and inserting in place thereof the
5 following caption:

6 STATE RECREATION AREAS OUTSIDE OF THE METRO-
-7 POLITAN PARKS DISTRICT.POLITAN PARKS DISTRICT.

1 Section 2. Section lof said chapter 132A, as so
2 appearing, is hereby amended by striking out, in
3 line 1, the word “conservation” and inserting in
4 place thereof the words: natural resources, ■— so
5 as to read as follows: Section 1. The commissioner
6 of natural resources, in this chapter called the com-
7 missioner, with the approval of the governor and
8 council, may accept in trust, on behalf of the common-
-9 wealth, bequests or gifts to be used for the purpose

10 of advancing the recreational and conservation in-
-11 terests and policies of the commonwealth, and shall
12 administer the same in such manner as to carry out
13 the terms of such bequests or gifts, and he may,
14 subject to like approval, accept on behalf of the
15 commonwealth, gifts of land outside of the metro-

Cfre Commontocaltj) of sgasisac&usetts



1954.] HOUSE —No. 2539. 3

16 politan parks district to be held and managed for
17 recreational and conservation purposes. All moneys
18 and securities received hereunder shall be trans-
-19 ferred forthwith to the state treasurer, who shall
20 administer the same as provided by section sixteen
21 of chapter ten.

1 Section 3. Section 2of said chapter 132A, as
2 appearing in section 37 of chapter 490 of the acts of
3 1941, is hereby amended by striking out, in line 9,
4 the words “parks and recreation” and inserting in
5 place thereof the words: forests and parks, and
6 by striking out, in line 10, the word “conservation”
7 and inserting in place thereof the words: natural
8 resources, —so as to read as follows: Section 2.
9 The commissioner, with like approval, on petition of

10 any board or commission charged with the care and
11 maintenance of any park or reservation owned by the
12 commonwealth outside of the metropolitan parks
13 district, with the approval of the county commis-
-14 sioners of the county or counties wherein such park or
15 reservation is situated, except in cases where said
16 county commissioners are the petitioners, may, on
17 behalf of the commonwealth and acting through the
18 division of forests and parks of the department of
19 natural resources, in sections three to nine, inclusive,
20 called the division, assume the care and maintenance
21 of such park or reservation, and thereafter shall
22 expend for the care and maintenance thereof such
23 sums as may be appropriated therefor.

1 Section 4. Section 4of said chapter 132A, as
2 inserted by section 3 of said chapter 391 of the acts
3 of 1931, is hereby amended by inserting after the
4 word “in” the second time it appears in line 7, the
5 words: and to meet the expenses, costs and de-
-6 ficiencies of the division of public beaches in the de-
-7 partment of public works, so as to read as follows:
8 Section 4- The proportion in which each city and
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9 town of the commonwealth, exclusive of those com-
-10 prising the metropolitan parks district, but including
11 Cohasset, shall annually pay money into the treasury
12 of the commonwealth to meet the expenses incurred
13 under this chapter, and the cost of maintaining the
14 division, and any deficiency in the amounts previ-

-15 ously paid in, and to meet the expenses, costs and
16 deficiencies of the division of public beaches in the
17 department of public works, shall annually be deter-
-18 mined by the state treasurer according to the average
19 percentage of valuation and population, determined
20 as to any city or town by adding together the per-
-21 centage which the valuation of the same bears to the
22 total valuation of the cities and towns of the common-
-23 wealth, exclusive of those comprising said district,
24 but including Cohasset, and the percentage which
25 the population of such city or town bears to the total
26 population of the cities and towns of the common-
-27 wealth, exclusive of those comprising said district,
28 but including Cohasset, and dividing this sum by two.

1 Section 5. Said chapter 132A, as so inserted, is
2 hereby amended by inserting after section 9 the
3 following section:
4 Section 10. Moneys received by the department
5 of natural resources pertaining to state parks and
6 reservations outside the metropolitan parks district
7 and moneys received by the division of public beaches
8 in the department of public works shall be credited
9 on the books of the commonwealth to a fund to be

10 known as the state recreation areas fund which shall
11 be successor to the parks and Salisbury Beach reser-
-12 vation fund and be expended, subject to appropriation
13 and the laws relating to state finances, for the pur-
-14 poses of state parks, reservations and public beaches
15 outside the metropolitan parks district.

1 Section 6. This act shall take effect on July first,
2 nineteen hundred and fiftv-four.


