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Executive Department,
State House, Boston, May 13, 1954.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

The reduction in the budget of the United States Army,
which makes it more than possible that certain facilities
at the Army Base in South Boston will be left inactive
and dead, poses a problem for Massachusetts which re-
quires an immediate answer. Here is an area which
receives three hundred and fifty ships, handling three
hundred and fifty to four hundred thousand tons of cargo
in and out of the Port of Boston annually. It maintains
one-quarter of all the covered berthing space of the en-
tire harbor. It has to do with one-third of the general
cargo of the Port which is the most profitable type of
cargo for the Port. It gives employment to several thou-
sand people, and it is inconceivable that Massachusetts
should let this activity die.

Therefore, companion pieces of legislation are being
introduced, on one hand by Senators Saltonstall and
Kennedy and Congressman McCormack in the Congress
of the United States, and on the other hand by means of
this message to you. This legislation is designed to pro-
vide authority for a lease by the United States to the
Port of Boston Commission of the greater part of the
Army Base facilities to the end that they may be con-
tinued in operation.

The initial capital outlay required to rehabilitate the
present pier facilities which is being met at least nine-
tenths by the United States and not more than one-tenth
by the Commonwealth is to be financed insofar as the
Commonwealth is concerned by a bond issue, authority
for which is sought in the legislation forwarded herewith,
which issue will not be in excess of $1,100,000. It is
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anticipated that the rental charged by the Federal Gov-
ernment as lessor will be nominal and that the bond issue
will be easily amortized by the net receipts accruing to
the Commission as operating lessee.

It is my sincere hope that you may act favorably and
speedily upon this measure which is so necessary to our
economic health and well being.

Respectfully submitted,

CHRISTIAN A. HERTER,
Governor of the Commonwealth.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Four.

An Act empowering the port of boston commission
TO ENTER INTO A LEASE OF THE ARMY BASE FROM THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose which is to take over with-
-3 out delay the Army Base at South Boston for the
4 purpose of continuing the shipping facilities at the
5 Army Base, therefore it is hereby declared to be an
6 emergency law necessary for the immediate preserva-
-7 tion of the public safety and convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The Port of Boston Commission is
2 hereby authorized to lease from the United States of
3 America, upon such terms and conditions as it deems
4 adequate, the entire pier and other areas including
5 part or all of the warehouse facilities and railroad
6 sidings upon the premises located in South Boston
7 and commonly known as the Army Base, together
8 with such easements and rights of way, in common
9 with others entitled to the use thereof, as will provide

10 adequate and ready means of access to the said pier,
11 warehouse facilities and railroad sidings.

1 Section 2. To provide for repair and rehabilita-
-2 tion work of the pier and other facilities to be leased
3 by the authority granted in section one, the cost of
4 at least nine tenths of which is to be borne by the
5 United States of America and the cost of not more
6 than one tenth of which is to be borne by the lessee,
7 the state treasurer shall, upon request of the governor
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8 and council, issue and sell at public or private sale
9 bonds of the commonwealth, registered or with in-

-10 terest coupons attached, as he may deem best, to an
11 amount to be specified by the governor and council
12 from time to time, but not exceeding, in the aggre-
-13 gate, the sum of one million one hundred thousand
14 dollars. All bonds issued by the commonwealth as
15 aforesaid shall be designated on their face, Port of
16 Boston Improvement Loan, 1954 and shall be on the
17 serial payment plan for such maximum term of years,
18 not exceeding twenty years, as the governor may
19 recommend to the general court pursuant to section
20 3 of Article LXII of the Amendments of the Consti-
-21 tution of the commonwealth, the maturities thereof
22 to be so arranged in each issue that the amounts pay-
-23 able in the several years other than the final year
24 shall be as nearly equal as in the opinion of the treas-
-25 urer as it is practicable to make them. Said bonds
26 shall bear interest semi-annually at such rate as the
27 state treasurer, with the approval of the governor,
28 shall fix, but such bonds shall be payable not earlier
29 than July one, nineteen hundred and fifty-five, and
30 not later than June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and
31 seventy-five.


