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By Messrs. Means of Essex and Costello of Boston, petition of
Augustus G. Means and JohnW. Costello that Congress be memorial-
ized by the General Court in favor of the adoption of a resolution to
add the words “under God” to the pledge of allegiance to the flag.
Constitutional Law.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Four.

Resolutions memorializing the congress of the

UNITED STATES IN FAVOR OF THE ADOPTION OF THE
RESOLUTION TO ADD THE WORDS “UNDER GOD ” TO THE

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG.

Whereas, There is now pending before Congress senate
joint resolution No. 126, to add the words “under God,”
used by Abraham Lincoln in his Gettysburg address, to
the pledge of allegiance to the flag; and

Whereas, In submitting the resolution, Senator Homer
Ferguson of Michigan made this significant statement:

“I believe this modification of the pledge is important
because it highlights one of the real fundamental differ-
ences between the free world and the Communist world,
namely, belief in God.

“Our nation is founded on a fundamental belief in God,
and the first and most important reason for the existence
of our government is to protect the God-given rights of
our citizens.

“Communism, on the contrary, rejects the very exist-
ence of God.

“Spiritual values are every bit as important to the de-
fense and safety of our nation as are military and economic
values.

“America must be defended by the spiritual values
which exist in the hearts and souls of the American people.
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Our country cannot be defended by ships, planes and
guns alone;” therefore be it

Resolved, That the general court of the commonwealth
of Massachusetts memorializes the Congress of the United
States to adopt senate joint resolution No. 126; and be it
further

Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be trans-
mitted forthwith by the state secretary to the President
of the United States, to the presiding officer of each
branch of Congress, and to the members thereof from
this commonwealth.


