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Executive Department
State House, Boston, May 19, 1954.

To the llonorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I am recommending herein certain appropriations sup-
plementing those already made for the fiscal year begin-
ning July 1, 1954 to meet the requirements of recent
legislative enactments and a few special items which I
believe require consideration at this time. I believe that
even when you have included what you find most neces-
sary of such other items as you now have before you,
the total amount of supplementary appropriations re-
quired will be a very reasonable figure. Among the acts
and resolves of the current year are some for which I
have not recommended special appropriation, being con-
fident that they will receive your careful consideration.

I call your attention also to the fact that departments
are not yet informed as to the details of the specific
amounts made available to them in the general appropri-
ation bill. I am aware, however, that requests have
already been received by the Budget Commissioner that
some items be reviewed, and I have asked him to place
before you all such requests in the confidence that you
will deal adequately with them.

One of the peculiar problems which is before you this
year arises from the very thoroughness of the way in
which you have reviewed recommendations for salary
adjustments designed to remove inequities. It is in-
evitable that in an undertaking of such magnitude, with
the limited time that was available, you will find cases
among those now before you which you consider warrant
further adjustments, and I recommend that, within the
limits of the time and the funds available, you make such
adjustments as seem wise to you in this bill.

Cl)t Commontoealtl) of
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1. Fiscal Survey Commission. I have received a re-
port from the Fiscal Survey Commission which states
that it has now had time to study the scope of the prob-
lems to be analyzed and reported on, including not only
those mentioned in Resolve 20 of the Acts of 1954 but
several special bills which have been referred to it for
consideration. The Commission believes that in order
to be able to prepare the helpful recommendations and
information which are expected to be included in its re-
port, a much larger staff, an additional appropriation and
an extension of time will be necessary. It is planned that
a preliminary report, to be submitted by December 1,
would include items of top priority, with a final report to
be filed not later than February 15, 1955. In accordance
with their request, I recommend that you amend Re-
solve 20 to extend the time for filing the final report to
February 15, 1955, and that you appropriate an addi-
tional sum of $50,000.

2. Civil Defense Agency. The Director of the Civil
Defense Agency and the Advisory Committee which I
appointed recently to examine the administrative pro-
gram have made certain recommendations which, in par-
ticular, stressed the necessity of strengthening the dis-
trict organization with a full staff of field agents. While
we cannot predict what civil defense requirements might
be in case of an emergency or attempt to prepare to meet
unforeseen catastrophies, we must do what we can to
see that all proper measures are taken to link local de-
fense agencies with the state organization, and it seems
to me that we have gone a little too far in reducing the
administrative staff in the last year or two. I am, there-
fore, recommending that you make an additional appro-
priation for this purpose of $53,280. This would make a
total of $274,500 for fiscal 1955, which is approximately
the amount spent in 1953 and only two thirds of what
was spent in 1952.

3. Mount Greylock Memorial Tower. We have a very
troublesome problem in the maintenance of the masonry
structure of the tower for which we have made small
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appropriations from year to year, to prevent deterioration
and to restore certain damage to the tower. I recommend
the addition of |8,300 to a balance of $6OO now available
for the purpose.

4. Gypsy Moth Program. I have recommended and
you have already taken some action in House 2815 to
increase the state share of expense under Chapter 148
of the Acts of 1954 from 30% to 50% of the cost of the
cooperative spraying program. It is estimated that this
will require the appropriation of $58,450 more than is
now available for this purpose.

5. Division of Special Education. On the assumption
that you will act favorably on House 2840 which estab-
lishes a Division of Special Education, I am recommend-
ing the appropriation of $42,000 to be used for this purpose
in conjunction with certain other funds already available
in the department.

6. New England Governors’ Committees. As the result
of votes of the New England Governors there have been
created two committees made up of leaders in their fields,
with the understanding that each state will contribute
toward the expense of operation. For the New England
Textile Committee our share has been agreed upon as
$2,275 for the period from January to July, 1955, the
1954 expenses having already been taken care of. For
the Committee wdiich has been appointed on atomic
energy, it is estimated that the state share for clerical
expense for 1955 will be $2,500.

7. Cushing Hospital. While negotiations have not
been completed for the transfer of the Cushing Hospital
property to the Commonwealth, there is in the capital
outlay bill an amount for certain renovations which will
be started as soon as the property is turned over and
which will take many months to complete. While this
work is going on there will be a certain standby force
and other expenses. For this purpose and for the main-
tenance of the hospital during as much of fiscal 1955 as
it is possible to use it for patients, I recommend an appro-
priation of $300,000.
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8. Investigation of Gas Contract. The Department of
Public Utilities has pointed out that it is going to be
essential to engage experts for the necessary investigation
of a proposed contract between the Boston Consolidated
Gas Company and the Eastern Gas and Fuel Association
covering the sale of coke oven gas by the latter. Chapter
417 of the Acts of 1903 requires approval of such con-
tracts by the department. The annual amounts to be
paid run to a very large figure and affect the welfare of
400,000 consumers, and I recommend that $25,000 be
made available for the department to use in examining
this contract.

9. State Police. In order that members of the State
Police who are not covered by the general salary plan
may receive the same consideration which is provided to
classified employees by Chapter 407, I am recommending
that you appropriate $24,570 which has been estimated
by the department as the amount which would be required.

10. Boston Arena. A bill has been filed authorizing
the Commonwealth to assist the Boston Arena Authority
in making certain necessary repairs. A report from the
Authority points out that while the Arena has been able
to operate on revenue so far received, it has not been
possible to accumulate the sum which seems to be re-
quired for making extensive repairs. Since there does
not seem to be any other way under the enabling act,
Chapter 669 of the Acts of 1953, by which the Authority
can procure the necessary funds, I recommend the ap-
propriation of $60,000 to assist the Authority in this very
worthwhile project.

11. Furnace Brook. The dangerous condition which
has prompted previous requests to authorize enclosing
Furnace Brook from Newport Avenue to Hancock Street,
Quincy, has been accentuated by the recent heavy rains.
The roadway at Furnace Brook Parkway in the vicinity
of Newport Avenue is flooded during spring thaws and at
times of heavy rainfall, so that the rising of the brook
causes a backflow of water' through existing drainpipes
and the flooding of the roadway. When this happens the
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road is closed and children, finding it impossible to use
the sidewalk, climb the embankment and cross the tracks
of the New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad.
I recommend that $75,000 be appropriated to reduce the
grade of the culvert under Hancock Street to allow a
quicker runoff, and to enclose Furnace Brook and revise
the entire drainage system to function properly.

CHRISTIAN A. HERTER,
Governor of the Commonwealth.
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ITEMS RECOMMENDED.

Iteir

Fiscal Survey Commission .

Civil Defense Agency .

Mount Greylock Tower
Gypsy Moth Suppression .

Division of Special Education .

Industrial School for Girls .

New England Textile Committee

150,000 00
53,280 00

-000299
-010406

8,300 00
58,450 00
42,000 00

210466-
311002

1301 ■O4
9,500 00-011382
2,275 00441551

New England Atomic Energy Committee
Monson State Hospital, Playground

2,500 00451551
9,500 00211722

Cushing Hospital 300,000 00001727
Rheumatic Fever Clinics
Special Investigations .

Gas Contract Study .

6,750 002020- 15
6,500 00

25,000 00
2301 -09

252301

Total General Fund $574,055 00

$24,570 00State Police-012926

Total, Highway Fund $24,570 00

State Prizes and Agricultural Exhibits-213809 $5,000 00

Total, Agricultural Purposes Fund $5,000 00

Boston Arena
Furnace Brook

8602
8602-

•29 $60,000 00
75,000 0012

Total, Metropolitan Dii strict Parks Fund $135,000 00

Total, all Funds $738,625 00
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