
HOUSE .... No. 2940

MEMORANDUM OF COMMISSIONER OF COR-
PORATIONS AND TAXATION PURSUANT TO
GENERAL LAWS, CHAPTER 3, SECTION 7,
WITH RESPECT TO PETITION OF WILLIAM
D. MORTON, Jr., AND CHARLES F. HOLMAN
THAT PROVISION BE MADE FOR CONSTI-
TUTING THE FIRST PARISH OF WESTWOOD,
UNITED CHURCH, AS SUCCESSOR TO THE
FIRST PARISH OF WESTWOOD AND VALI-
DATING THE ACTS AND VOTES OF SAID
CORPORATION.

May 21, 1954

To the Honorable Senate and Hous of Representati

The above-named petition was transmitted to me by
the Clerk of the House Committee on Rules on May 18,
1954, with the request for a memorandum.

The organization involved in this bill is the First Parish
of Westwood. We have no record of the incorporation of
this religious organization. This organization was origi-
nally known as “The Third Parish in Dedham” and by
special act of the Legislature, Acts of 1899, chapter 138,
it assumed its present title. That which is sought to be
accomplished under this proposed legislation cannot be
brought about under our General Laws. Special legisla-
tion is necessary. I do, however, want to call attention
to the fact that in an act passed in 1945 (chapter 95),
the First Parish of Westwood was described as a cor-
poration duly incorporated by law.

No fee is required to be paid by a corporation of this
type.

Very truly yours,

WILLIAM A. SCHAN,

Ci)e Commontoealtl) of Massachusetts

Commissioner of Corporations
and Taxation.
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By Mr. Morton of Wellesley, petition of William D. Morton, Jr.,
and Charles F. Holman that provision be made for constituting the
First Parish of Westwood, United Church, as successor to the First
Parish of Westwood and validating the acts and votes of said corpora-
tion. Mercantile Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Four.

An Act providing that the first parish of westwood,
UNITED CHURCH, IS A RELIGIOUS CORPORATION AS SUC-
CESSOR TO THE FIRST PARISH OF WESTWOOD AND VALI-
DATING THE ACTS AND VOTES OF SAID CORPORATION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Whereas, The First Parish of West-
-2 wood (Unitarian), a religious corporation situated in
3 the town of Westwood and the commonwealth of
4 Massachusetts, and being a successor to The Third
5 Parish in Dedham, a religious corporation, by act of
6 the legislature, chapter one hundred and thirty-eight
7 of the acts of eighteen hundred and ninety-nine, at a
8 special parish meeting held on December twenty-
-9 eighth, nineteen hundred and forty-nine, unanimously

10 voted to adopt an amended constitution and amended
11 by-laws, whereby its name was changed to First
12 Parish of Westwood, United Church, to become effec-
-13 tive upon approval by the joint session of said First
14 Parish of Westwood (Unitarian) and the First Parish
15 Church of Westwood (Congregational), a voluntary
16 organization; and
17 Whereas, At a joint annual meeting of said First
18 Parish of Westwood (Unitarian) and said First Parish
19 Church of Westwood (Congregational), held on Janu-
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20 ary twenty-third, nineteen hundred and fifty, the said
21 amended constitution and amended by-laws of the
22 First Parish of Westwood (Unitarian) were by unani-
-23 mous vote approved and accepted, including the
24 change of name from First Parish of Westwood to
25 First Parish of Westwood, United Church; and
26 Whereas, No record has been made of the change
27 of name of said religious corporation to First Parish
28 of Westwood, United Church, in the office of the
29 secretary of state and the department of corporations
30 and taxation; and
31 Whereas, Said First Parish of Westwood, United
32 Church, has functioned as a religious corporation since
33 January twenty-third, nineteen hundred and fifty, and
34 has taken several votes and has authorized acts of its
35 officers relative to its real and personal property,
36 which authorized acts
37 officers; therefore be it
38 Resolved, That the

have been performed by its

First Parish of Westwood,
39 United Church, is a religious corporation as successor
40 to the First Parish of Westwood (Unitarian), a reli-
-41 gious corporation, which succeeded The Third Parish
42 in Dedham, a religious corporation, and that the acts
43 and votes of said First Parish of Westwood, United
44 Church, and the acts of its officers duly authorized
45 by said religious corporation from January twenty-
-46 third, nineteen hundred and fifty, to the effective
47 date of this act, are hereby confirmed and made valid.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




