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Substituted by the House, on motion of Mr. Hoff of Montague, for
a bill with the same title (House, No. 2865) and passed by the House
to be engrossed. June 2.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Four.

An Act providing for the filing of joint returns
AND FOR THE EXTENSION OF TIME FOR FILING OF RE-
TURNS AND PAYMENT OF TAX UNDER THE PERSONAL
INCOME TAX LAW.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, which is to provide for the
3 filing of joint returns by husband and wife and for the
4 expansion of the permission to the Commissioner of
5 Corporations and Taxation to grant extensions of time
6 for filing tax returns and payments of taxes, therefore
7 it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary
8 for the immediate preservation of the public health
9 and convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

HOUSE No. 2988

Cfce Commontoealti) of Massachusetts

1 Section 1. Section 22 of chapter 62 of the Gen-
-2 eral Laws, as most recently amended by section 2 of
3 chapter 486 of the acts of 1939, is hereby further
4 amended by adding at the end the following para-
-5 graph:
6 Where a husband and wife were at the close of the
7 preceding calendar year married and not separated by
8 a decree of divorce or separate maintenance, either
9 may join with his or her spouse in filing a return in

10 which the combined aggregate income, losses and ex-
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11 emptions of both spouses is included. Such a return
12 shall be known as a joint return, and each spouse shall
13 be jointly and severally liable for the entire tax.

1 Section 2. Said chapter 62 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 29, as appearing in
3 the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following section:
5 Section 29. For due cause the commissioner may
6 grant an extension of time for filing any return re-
-7 quired by this chapter, but in no event shall the addi-
-8 tional time exceed six months. In the event that it
9 is established to the satisfaction of the commissioner

10 that payment of the tax at the time prescribed by law
11 would work an undue hardship, he may grant what-
-12 ever additional time he deems appropriate for paying
13 the tax. In the event additional time for paying the
14 tax is granted, the commissioner in his discretion may
15 abate, in whole or in part, the interest occasioned by
16 such delayed payment.


