
House of Representatives, June 3, 1954.

The committee on Rules to whom were referred the
Resolutions by the House of Representatives of the
General Court (filed by Messrs. Glynn of Boston and
Jackson of Malden) in recognition of their honored guest,
Haile Selassie, Emperor of Ethiopia (House, No. 2995),
report that the same ought to be adopted.

For the committee,

EARLE S. TYLER.

HOUSE No. 2995
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Four.

Resolutions by the house of representatives of
THE GENERAL COURT OF MASSACHUSETTS IN RECOGNITION
OF THEIR HONORED GUEST, HAILE SELASSIE, EMPEROR

OF ETHIOPIA.

Whereas, The House of Representatives of the Massa-
chusetts General Court is honored today by having as
its guest that internationally famed royal patriot known
in his native Kingdom as the King of Kings, the Lion of
Judah, Defender of the Christian Faith, Haile Selassie,
Emperor of the Ancient Kingdom of Ethiopia, the Chosen
of God; and

Whereas, When a greedy and avaricious dictator
fortified with a well-equipped and modern army invaded
his native land in nineteen hundred and thirty-five, this
courageous ruler, proving himself worthy of the responsi-
bilities of his exalted office, mobilized his ill-equipped
forces, and infusing them with his bravery, waged a
relentless and successful delaying action against a power-
ful aggressor for many months; and

Whereas, When it became apparent that sheer in-
domitable human bravery could not alone successfully
indefinitely halt the ruthless invasion of an empire-mad
dictator whose troops boasted modern equipment in
contrast with the spears and arrows of his own untrained
levies, this truly noble ruler determined to awaken the
conscience of the world to the ravages so ruthlessly
inflicted upon a suffering people; and

Whereas, Fortified with all of the imperial dignity in-
herent in his station as ruler of a free people, and further
armed with the realization that he was crusading for the
freedom and moral rights of all mankind, this Emperor
who had voluntarily surrendered his throne temporarily
to seek succor for his people appeared before the League
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of Nations at Geneva and sought to awake the compas-
sion and understanding of all civilized nations; and

11 hereas, In words which later became prophetic, he
said to the assembled diplomats of the world: “Apart
from the Kingdom of the Lord, there is not on this earth
any nation superior to any other. Are the nations going
to set up the terrible precedent of bowing before force?
It is International Morality which is at stake.”; and
“Whatever the world will do, my people will fight on
until they have forced the invader from the country or
are themselves exterminated!”; and

Whereas, Despite the logic and truth of his appeal, the
representatives of other Christian nations, fearful of being
embroiled in warfare with a power-crazed dictator,
spurned his request, and his beloved land was laid pros-
trate before the armies of entrenched greed; and

Whereas, This truly royal leader of a proud people,
refusing to accept the verdict of selfish diplomats, con-
tinued with his patriotic if poorly armed and equipped
soldiers to courageously battle and impede the progress
of the invader, who, while obtaining a superficial mili-
tary victory, never succeeded in that true conquest which
is only gained by gaining the respect and trust of his
subjects; and

Whereas, With the outbreak of World War 11, Haile
Selassie, completely disdainful of his personal safety,
flew into Ethiopia from his Sudan headquarters to be
greeted by the cheers and plaudits of his people, again
mobilized them into a mighty host, fired with his patriotic
zeal, and this time, if belatedly, with the aid of British
troops, relentlessly pushed the armies of the invader
from their beloved homeland; and

Whereas, On May fifth, nineteen hundred and forty-
one, five years after he had voluntarily left his throne
to plead ineffectually for the aid of civilized mankind in
repelling dictatorial invasion, Haile Selassie again tri-
umphantly returned to his capital city and a proud
nation gratefully saluted him as its Emperor; and

Whereas, This great and good potentate will go down
into the still unwritten pages of history not only as a
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great military conqueror and the conscience of freedom
loving peoples in all nations, but also as a true leader
of his people who has revolutionized a nation, providing
it with a modern constitution providing for a govern-
ment with two democratic legislative chambers; created
a sound system of national finance, established modern
police, health and educational facilities for his people,
and been a true exponent of Democracy in Africa; and

Whereas, Today, in this post-war atomic era, when the
science of aerodynamics has brought his native land of
Ethiopia closer to our capital city than was the Baltimore
of two hundred years ago, when there is in all human
breasts a realization that the peoples of the world must
live in concord or perish, the entire civilized globe hails
the vision and Christian statesmanship of this enlightened
potentate who will forever stand out starkly as a defender
of free people, everywhere; and

Whereas, It is today our proud privilege, as repre-
sentatives of a kindred free people in the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts, to welcome as our distinguished guest
this royal if unassuming personage who not only loves
liberty, but is prepared to fight for it, in the finest tradi-
tion of our forefathers; therefore be it

Resolved, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, humbly and sincerely
salutes the career of service of Haile Selassie, a man,
who, standing before kings, has always placed his trust
in the common people; and be it further

Resolved, That an engrossed copy of these Resolutions
be presented, with the compliments and best wishes of
the House of Representatives of the General Court, to
Haile Selassie, Emperor of Ethiopia.

House of Representatives, June 3, 1954.

Adopted.

LAWRENCE R. GROVE,
Clerk.


