
SENATE 137

To accompany the petition of Arthur J. Shinners for legislation
relative to the counting of absentee ballots in cities and towns where
voting machines are used. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Four.

An Act relative to the counting of absentee ballots

IN CITIES AND TOWNS WHERE VOTING MACHINES ARE
USED.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represeritatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 54 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by striking out section 94, and inserting in place
3 thereof the following section:
4 Section 94- Upon receipt of an envelope purporting
5 to contain an official absent voting ballot, the clerk
6 of the city or town shall attach thereto the application
7 for an official ballot executed by the voter whose name
8 appears thereon and certified by the registrars of
9 voters. All such envelopes shall be preserved un-

-10 opened. Upon election day within one hour after
11 the hour for the closing of the polls the said clerk
12 shall, except in cities and towns where voting machines
13 are used exclusively, deliver all envelopes received by
14 him to the election officers in the several voting
15 precincts where the voters named therein assert the
16 right to vote, and in cities and towns where voting
17 machines are used exclusively the clerk shall deliver
18 all such envelopes to the office of the registrars of
19 voters. Within one hour after the closing of the polls
20 in cities and towns where voting machines are so
21 used the warden or his deputy in each polling place
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22 shall, notwithstanding the provisions of section
23 ninety-five, if any person or persons whose name as
24 appearing on the voting list of those having the
25 right to vote thereat bears after it the letters A.V.,
26 as provided in section ninety-one, has voted in person
27 at said polling place, forward to the registrar a cer-
-28 tificate bearing the name of such person or persons
29 and the statement that such person has voted in
30 person, or if no such person has voted in person, a
31 statement that no person authorized to vote by
32 absentee ballot has voted in person. Upon receipt
33 of such certificate from all polling places in the city
34 or town, the registrars shall proceed to open all en-
-35 velopes received from the clerk and to count the same
36 in the manner provided by sections ninety-five and
37 one hundred and five, crediting each such ballot to
38 the appropriate precinct or polling place, and totalling
39 the same.


