
SENATE .... No. 146
To accompany the petition of Richard H. Lee for legislation relative

to the informal settlement of very small estates. Legal Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Four.

An Act for the informal settlement of very small
ESTATES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, asfolloivs:

1 Chapter 195 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by adding after section 15 thereof the following sec-
-3 tion:
4 Section 16. In any estate in which the total assets,
5 including bank accounts, wages and money owed to
6 the decedent have a value of less than two hundred
7 dollars, and no will of the decedent nor petition for
8 administration has been presented for probate within
9 sixty days after the decedent’s death, it shall be

10 proper for the surviving spouse, or in case there is
11 no surviving spouse, for a child, a parent or a brother
12 or sister of the deceased to collect the assets and
13 apply them toward (1) the outstanding expenses of
14 last illness, (2) the cost of funeral and burial, (3) taxes
15 or other charges owed to the commonwealth or a sub-
-16 division thereof, and (4) other unpaid debts of the
17 decedent, in the order named.
18 Such spouse or other relative is authorized to re-
-19 ceive voluntary payment of any debt owed the de-
-20 cedent, or to withdraw funds deposited in decedent’s
21 name in a bank, or accept death benefits from a fra-
-22 ternal order or shop society upon tendering a written
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23 receipt therefor getting forth the nature of the claim,
24 the amount, and the relationship of the recipient to
25 the deceased; and the payment of any such debt,
26 deposit or benefit in good faith to a person within the
27 class above specified shall discharge the debtor, bank
28 or society from liability to any person on account of
29 such payment. The spouse or other relative collect-
-30 ing such debts, deposits or death benefits shall be
31 liable to the extent of the amounts collected and to
32 the extent of the property of the decedent which comes
33 to his possession for the payment of the debts and
34 charges of the deceased.
35 In case an executor or administrator is thereafter
36 appointed for the estate of the deceased, such spouse
37 or other relative shall turn over to the executor or
38 administrator all property or funds remaining in his
39 hands, and shall account for all property and funds
40 of the decedent’s estate received bv him.


