
SENATE 226

To accompany the petition of William D. Fleming that Congress be
memorialized in opposition to any legislation providing for a federal
general sales tax or manufacturers tax. Constitutional Law.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Four.

Resolutions memorializing congress to defeat any

LEGISLATION PROVIDING FOR A FEDERAL GENERAL SALES
TAX OR MANUFACTURERS TAX.

Whereas, The federal government annually takes from
the states of the union ever increasing amounts of revenue
in federal taxes; and

Whereas, The increasing demands of our federal gov-
ernment for new means of revenue to meet its commit-
ments has resulted in its pre-emption of all sources of
tax revenue, all to the disadvantage of the states of the
union, thereby causing local taxes to be paid for from
real estate taxes which have already become too heavy;
and

Whereas, The continued policy of draining tax revenues
from the several states, particularly from the common-
wealth of Massachusetts and without a commensurate
benefit to the people of this commonwealth, has seri-
ously imperiled our financial program, and the imposi-
tion of additional taxes which from their very nature
are and should be exclusively the prerogatives of the in-
dividual states would cause considerable confusion and
hardship on the state and local governments which are
supplying ever increasing services to their people, with-
out the necessary means of paying for them; therefore
be it

Resolved, That the general court of Massachusetts
earnestly urges the Congress of the United States to de-
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feat any legislation whereby the federal government
would seek to inpose on the people a general sales tax or
manufacturing tax; and be it further

Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be sent by
the secretary of the commonwealth to the President of
the United States, to the presiding officer of each branch
of the Congress, and to each member thereof from the
commonwealth of Massachusetts.


