
SENATE . . . . No. 311
To accompany the petition of Otis M. Whitney, Commissioner of

Public Safety, for legislation to regulate arrest without warrant of
persons violating motor vehicle laws or leaving the scene of an accident.
The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Four

An Act regulating arrest without warrant of
PERSONS VIOLATING MOTOR VEHICLE LAWS OR LEAVING
THE SCENE OF AN ACCIDENT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 90 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by adding after section 21 the following new section:
3 Section 21 A. Members of the state police force of
4 the commonwealth and the members of any duly
5 constituted police force of any city or town of the
6 commonwealth, provided such officers are in uniform
7 or displaying a badge of office, may, at the scene of
8 any motor vehicle accident on any way or place to
9 which the public has the right of access, upon reason-

10 able grounds to believe, based upon personal investi-
-11 gation, including information obtained from eye wit-
-12 nesses, that a violation of statute, by-law, ordinance
13 or regulation relating to the operation or control of
14 motor vehicles has been committed by any person
15 then and there present, apprehend such person with-
-16 out a warrant for arrest. And further, such officers
17 may arrest any person whom they have reasonable
18 grounds to believe has fled the scene of an accident
19 without first making his identity known, after know-

-20 ingly causing personal injury or property damage;
21 providing such arrest can be effected while person is
22 still in flight.
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