
SENATE No. 321
To accompany the petition of Charles J. Innes for legislation to

provide that a witness who refuses to testify at a hearing before the
General Court or either branch thereof shall be guilty of a misde-
meanor. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Four.

An Act providing that a witness who refuses to
TESTIFY AT A HEARING BEFORE THE GENERAL COURT

OR EITHER BRANCH THEREOF SHALL BE GUILTY Of A
MISDEMEANOR.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 3of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by inserting after section 28, as appearing in the
3 Tercentenary Edition, the following 2 sections:
4 Section 28A. Every person who having been sum-
-5 moned as a witness by the authority of either branch
6 of the general court or both, jointly, to give testimony
7 or to produce papers upon any matter under inquiry
8 before either branch, or any committee established
9 by a resolve or a joint order of the two branches, or

10 any committee of either branch, wilfully makes de-
ll fault, or who, having appeared, refuses to answer
12 any question pertinent to the question under inquiry,
13 shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable
14 by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars
15 nor less than one hundred dollars and imprisonment
16 in a common jail for not less than one month nor
17 more than twelve months.
18 Section 288. Whenever a witness summoned under
19 section twenty-eight A fails to appear to testify or
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20 fails to produce any papers, as required, or refuses
21 to answer any question pertinent to the subject
22 under inquiry, and the fact of such failure or refusal
23 is reported to either branch while the general court is
24 in session, and is accepted by vote of such branch or
25 branches as the case may be, or, when the general
26 court is not in session, to the rules committee of
27 either branch and is accepted by vote of said com-
-28 mittee, and a statement of fact constituting such
29 failure or refusal is reported to and filed with the
30 president of the senate or the speaker of the house,
31 it shall be the duty of the said president or the said
32 speaker, as the case may be, to certify, and he shall
33 so certify, the statement of facts aforesaid under his
34 official seal to the attorney general or to the appro-
-35 priate district attorney, whose duty it shall be to
36 bring the matter before the grand jury for its action.


