
SENATE . . . . No. 361
To accompany the petition of Guy Newhall and Charles V. Hogan

for legislation to modify and clarify the rule against perpetuities.
Legal Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Four

An Act modifying and clarifying the rule against

PERPETUITIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 The General Laws are hereby amended by insert-
-2 ing after chapter 184, under the title the rule
3 against perpetuities, the following new chapter:

4
5 Section 1. In applying the rule against perpetuities
6 to an interest in real or personal property limited to
7 take effect after one or more valid life estates, facts
8 existing at the termination of such life estate or es-
-9 tates shall be considered in determining the validity

10 of the interest.
11 Section 2. If a future interest would violate the
12 rule against perpetuities because the age contingency
13 to which it is subject exceeds twenty-one, the age
14 contingency shall be reduced to twenty-one.
15 Section 3. A legal fee simple determinable in land
16 or a legal fee simple in land subject to a right of entry
17 for condition broken shall become a fee simple abso-
-18 lute if the specified contingency does not happen
19 within thirty years from the creation of the interest.
20 If the contingency happens within said thirty years
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21 the succeeding interest, which may be an executory
22 interest, shall become possessory or the right of entry
23 exercisable notwithstanding the rule against per-
-24 petuities.
25 Section I+. Except as provided in section three,
26 this act shall not be construed to render invalid any
27 future interest which would have been valid prior to
28 its enactment.
29 Section 5. This act, except so far as it is de-
-30 claratory of existing law, shall apply only to deeds
31 and inter vivos trusts executed and delivered after
32 the act becomes operative and to wills where the
33 testator or testatrix dies after the act becomes op-
-34 erative, including the exercise of a power of appoint-
-35 ment after the act becomes operative, although the
36 power was created before.


