
No. 744SENATE
To accompany the petition of the board of selectmen of the town of

Marblehead, by W. Gerry Martin and others, for legislation to provide
that certain town meeting votes shall be subject to a referendum in
said town. Towns.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Four.

An Act providing that certain town meeting votes
SHALL BE SUBJECT TO A REFERENDUM IN THE TOWN OF
MARBLEHEAD.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. A vote passed at any town meeting
2 held in the town of Marblehead authorizing the ex-
-3 penditure of fifty thousand dollars or more as a special
4 appropriation, or establishing a new board or office or
5 abolishing an old board or office or merging two or
6 more boards or offices, or fixing the term of office of
7 town officers, where such term is optional, or increas-
-8 ing or reducing the number of members of a board, or
9 adopting a new by-law, or amending an existing by-

-10 law, shall not be operative until after the expiration
11 of five days, exclusive of Sundays and holidays, from
12 the dissolution of the meeting, nor, if a petition for
13 referendum thereon has been filed, until the question
14 of the ratification of such vote has been determined
15 in the manner herein provided. If, within said five
16 days, a petition, signed by not less than three hun-
-17 dred registered voters of the town, containing their
18 names and addresses as they appear on the list of
19 registered voters, is filed with the selectmen asking
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20 that the question or questions involved in such a vote
21 be submitted to the registered voters of the town at
22 large, then the selectmen, after the expiration of five
23 days, shall forthwith call a special meeting for the
24 sole purpose of presenting to the registered voters at
25 large the question or questions so involved. The polls
26 shall be opened at two o’clock in the afternoon and
27 shall be closed not earlier than eight o’clock in the
28 evening, and all votes upon any questions so sub-
-29 mitted shall be taken by ballot, and the check list
30 shall be used in the several precinct meetings in the
31 same manner as in the election of town officers. The
32 questions so submitted shall be determined by a ma-
-33 jority vote of the registered voters of the town voting
34 thereon, but no action of a town meeting shall be re-
-35 versed unless at least per cent of the registered
36 voters shall so vote. Each question so submitted shall
37 be in the form of the following question, which shall
38 be placed upon the official ballot: “Shall the town
39 vote to approve the action of the town meeting
40 whereby it was voted (brief description of the sub-
-41 stance of the vote)?” If such petition is not filed
42 within said period of five days, the vote of the town
43 meeting shall become operative and effective upon the
44 expiration of said period.

1 Section 2. This act shall be submitted to the
2 voters of the town of Marblehead for acceptance at
3 the next annual town meeting in the form of the fol-
-4 lowing question, which shall be placed upon the official
5 ballot used for the election of town officers: “Shall
6 an act passed by the general court in the year nine-
-7 teen hundred and fifty-four, entitled ‘An Act provid-
-8 ing that certain town meeting votes shall be subject
9 to a referendum in the town of Marblehead’, be ac-

10 cepted?” If a majority of the voters voting on said
11 question vote in the affirmative, then this act shall
12 take full effect, but not otherwise.


