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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Four,

Resolutions congratulating Walter baker choco-
late AND COCOA DIVISION OF GENERAL FOODS COR-
PORATION.

Whereas, In the year seventeen hundred and sixty-five
James Baker and John Hannon started to make chocolate
at a place located on the Neponset river, the water power
of which aided the early settlers of the commonwealth in
carrying on sundry forms of industrial activity; and at or
near said location was erected in sixteen hundred and
thirty-four the first mill in New England where cornmeal
and flour were ground by means of water power; in sixteen
hundred and sixty-five was built the first power mill in
the country; in seventeen hundred and ten the first iron
slitting-mill; in seventeen hundred and twenty-eight some
of the paper mills; in eighteen hundred and one the first
copper works in America, founded by Paul Revere; in
eighteen hundred and three the first folio and letter paper
manufacturing company in New England; in eighteen
hundred and seventeen the first power-sawed veneers in
America; and also the country’s first cracker factory and
first playing-card works, and here was manufactured
America’s first pianofortes and bass viols; and

Whereas, The Neponset river, the river of American
business, by its upper and lower falls has aided men for
almost three centuries in carrying on sundry forms of
industrial activity; and

Whereas, Many of the early one-man or family indus-
tries have changed hands and in some cases completely
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vanished, the chocolate mill founded by James Baker
and John Hannon in seventeen hundred and sixty-five
still operates, making the same product at the same place,
and has completed one hundred and eighty-nine years of
service, during which time it has seen the founding of the
growth of the United States, has survived wars and
depressions, and is carrying on a thriving business, re-
flecting credit upon the city of Boston and the common-
wealth of Massachusetts because of its product and its
method of doing business; therefore be it

Resolved, That the senate of Massachusetts hereby ex-
tends its sincere congratulations to Walter Baker Choco-
late and Cocoa Division of General Foods Corporation
which is still carrying on the same business, at the same
location, founded by James Baker and John Hannon in
seventeen hundred and sixty-five.

Senate, May 25, 1954.
Adopted.

IRVING N. HAYDEN,
Clerk.


