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State Racing Commission
1010 Commonwealth Avenue, Boston 15, November 1, 1954

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

In accordance with the provisions of the General Laws,
chapter 30, section 33, as amended, a copy of the recom-
mendations for legislation to be contained in the annual re-
port of this Commission (Pub. Doc. No. 155) is submitted,
together with drafts of bills embodying the legislation
recommended.

The drafts of legislation have been submitted to the
Counsel of the Senate, as required by law.

Respectfully your

TATE RACING COMMISSION

ALLAN M. MACLEOD
Chairman.

THOMAS J. BEEDEM,
JOHN E. LAWRENCE,

Commissioners.
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1. The temporary tax on the total amount wagered at
horse and dog tracks, first enacted in 1945, renewed in 1947
and increased from 1 per cent to 2 per cent in 1949, and re-
newed at the same rate in 1951 and 1953, expires on De-
cember 31, 1954. To sustain the revenue of the Common-
wealth from racing, the Commission recommends that this
temporary tax of 2 per cent of the total amount wagered at
horse and dog racing meetings be renewed for two years.
Based on the total amount wagered in 1954 this temporary
tax is calculated to bring in revenue of approximately $l,-
160,000 for the remainder of the fiscal year of 1955 and
approximately $2,525,000 for the fiscal year of 1956.

2. In order that the powers of the Commission to ade-
quately supervise horse and dog racing may be strengthened,
the Commission is recommending that the licensing power
now granted under chapter 128 A of the General Laws be
extended to include stable employees at horse tracks. From
a survey made by the Commission it has been ascertained
that only one state other than Massachusetts does not li-
cense stable employees. The Commission now requests this
power.

RECOMMENDATIONS.


