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By Mr. Waterous of Pepperell, petition of Chester H. Waterous for
adoption of resolutions by the General Court congratulating the town of
Groton upon its three hundredth anniversary. Constitutional Law.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Five.

Resolutions congratulating the town of groton on
ITS TERCENTENARY.

Whereas, A petition for the plantation of Groton was
granted at a general court held at Boston the twenty-third
day of May, sixteen hundred and fifty-five, and the name
for the town was given to it by Dean Winthrop, who came
from Groton, England, and was the first-named petitioner
and selectman; and

Whereas, The town was burnt by the Indians in sixteen
hundred and seventy-six, and many stories of sufferings and
hardships of her people due to the hostility of the Indians
are revealed in her earl}" history; and

Whereas, During the eighteenth century Groton became
a shire town and was next to the largest town in Middlesex
county; and

Whereas, Its territory has been cut down to about one
half of its original size to make up parts or a whole of eight
neighboring towns; and

Whereas, Many of her sons and daughters have served and
lost their lives in the wars of our country, and others have
distinguished themselves and the town of Groton in public
office of both the state and the nation; and

Whereas, It is chiefly a town of homes with several in-
dustries and some farming, and with schools which have
made it famous; and
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Whereas, Nineteen hundred and fifty-five is the three
hundredth anniversary of the founding of the town; there-
fore be it

Resolved, That the general court extend to the town of
Groton its congratulations upon the three hundredth anni-
versary of its establishment; and be it further

Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be sent by the
secretary of state to the town clerk of the town of Groton
to be filed with the records of the town.


