
HOUSE .... No. 234
By Mr. Putnam of Needham, petition of Harold Putnam for an in-

vestigation by a special commission (including members of the General
Court) of the desirability of requiring electric light and power companies
to place their lines underground in certain areas. Power and Light.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Five,

Resolve for a special commission to study the de-

sirability OF REQUIRING electric light and power
companies to place their lines underground in cer-
tain areas.

1 Whereas, Electric light and power lines have suffered
2 heavy damage in recent years from wind, rain, snow and
3 ice storms; and
4 Whereas, Disruptions of service have caused substan-
-5 tial losses of frozen foods, and water damage caused by
6 the failure of electric cellar pumps, as well as other
7 serious public inconveniences; and
8 Whereas, The failure of electricity has caused an alarm-
-9 ing breakdown of our communications system, which

10 would be even more critical in a civil defense emergency;
11 now therefore be it
12 Resolved, That an emergency power commission is
13 hereby created, to be composed as follows: three mem-
-14 bers to be appointed by the governor of the common-
-15 wealth, two members to be appointed by the president
16 of the senate, three members to be appointed by the
17 speaker of the house, and one member to be appointed
18 by the public utilities commissioners.
19 Said commission is directed to report to the general
20 court its recommendations concerning underground wir-
-21 ing not later than June first, nineteen hundred and fifty-
-22 six. The commission shall be supplied with quarters in
23 the state house, and may expend such funds as may
24 hereinafter be appropriated.
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